
The devotions for teenagers join 
an offering of devotions already 
available on wels.net that were 
developed to meet WELS members’ 
needs. The most popular, WELS 
Daily Devotion, reaches tens of 
thousands of people every day via 
e-mail, facebook.com/welslutherans, 
and the WELS mobile app. Women’s 
devotions, weekly devotions for 
military service people, and weekly 
devotions for early childhood 
educators also are available at wels.
net/devotions.

WELS Annual Report 2015 
available online

How many new WELS home 
missions were funded in 2015? 

In how many countries is WELS 
working to spread the gospel? What 
new opportunities are available to 
students at Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary? These questions and 
more can be answered by reading 
the WELS Annual Report 2015.

As WELS President Mark Schroeder 
explains in his introduction, “this 
annual report is intended to describe 
the scope and nature of what God 
has privileged us to do together in 
his name. It’s a mission and ministry 
that begins in each congregation, 
touches the communities in which 
our congregations are located, fans 
out to cities and towns across North 
America, and crosses oceans to 
mission fields around the world.”

The report is available in many 
formats to support users on a 
variety of platforms. Visit wels.net/
annualreport to view the report as 
a pdf, a PowerPoint, or a flipbook. 
New this year is the webpage 
format, which features additional 
resources such as videos and links 
to supplementary information. 
Print versions of the report were 
sent to every WELS congregation 
and will be sent to every synod 
donor. Additional print versions 
are available from Northwestern 
Publishing House for free.

Want to learn even more? 
Schedule a Christian giving 
counselor to present a PowerPoint 
presentation to your congregation 
that summarizes the information 
in the annual report. Find your 
congregation’s giving counselors 
at wels.net/givingcounselors 
or call 800-827-5482 for more 
information.

Rev. Kurt Lueneburg, the director of 
WELS Ministry of Christian Giving, 
says, “Through photos of fellow 
Christians and compelling stories, 
the WELS Annual Report 2015 helps 
God’s people see the impact of 
their prayers, volunteer hours, and 
generous offerings to the Lord for 
the gospel ministry we do together. 
Take a look at the report, and 
then join me in thanking Jesus for 
enabling us to share him with others 
in so many amazing ways.”
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Safeguarding religious liberty

Recent developments in our society and government have begun to 
pose a real threat to the freedom of Christian churches to practice their 

firmly held beliefs. In some cases, churches have been the target of lawsuits 
challenging their practices. These lawsuits are most often related to the 
use of church facilities, employment decisions, and enrollment in church-
operated schools.

While nothing can be done to prevent such legal challenges, congregations 
may be able to provide themselves with some degree of protection in the event 
of a lawsuit if clear policies are adopted and consistently followed. Many of our 
congregations have asked for assistance in developing such policies.

With input from the synod’s legal counsel, several sample policies have 
been developed dealing with facilities use, employment, and school 
enrollment. These are only samples and are being made available to 
congregations that wish to adopt such policies. These sample policies are 
posted on the synod’s website at wels.net.

Given the rapid changes in our society and culture, we know that our 
congregations, schools, and synod will likely be faced with increasing 
challenges as we strive to be faithful to the Word of God. Pray that God would 
give us the courage to continue to stand on our beliefs and to continue to 
proclaim the saving gospel to a world that desperately needs to hear it.

2015 Congregation Mission Offerings increase

Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO) for calendar year 2015 ended 
the year 1.1 percent higher than 2014 receipts and 2.9 percent higher 
than subscriptions. Total CMO for the year was $21,507,100, an increase 
of $234,000 over the previous year. This was the highest CMO total in 
the synod’s history and the fourth consecutive year that congregations 
have exceeded their subscriptions. For the first half of the fiscal year (July 
through December), total operating support is running ahead of plan due 
to the positive CMO results and the fact that operating expenses are lower 
than planned, primarily in the areas of Financial Services, Human Resources, 
and Facilities.

The plan approved by the synod convention last July assumed that CMO 
subscriptions for 2016 would increase by 1 percent over 2015 receipts. To sign up for the e-mail version, visit 

www.wels.net/together.



Members of the Global Hmong 
Committee were in Thailand 

Jan. 5-8 to join Hmong national 
pastors and lay leaders for a leader 
conference in Chiang Rai. The 
purpose of the conference was to 
share ministry developments both in 
Thailand and the United States, to 
introduce the concept of the Global 
Hmong Committee, and to discuss 
further opportunities on working 
together.

“Our Hmong brothers [in Thailand] 
were appreciative that we came to 
hear what they are doing and that we 
shared the purpose and background 
for the Global Hmong Committee,” 
says Rev. Keith Free, Home Mission 

administrator and chairman of the 
Global Hmong Committee.

This committee, authorized as a one-
year pilot project by the Joint Mission 
Council in April 2015, “works with 
all Hmong ministry and is considering 
recommendations as to where 
funds for Hmong ministry should be 
spent,” says Free. Representatives 
from both Home and World Missions 
are on the committee, including two 
U.S. Hmong pastors. Developing 
committees like this signifies a new 
focus for the Joint Mission Council, 
which is working to minimize 
geographical borders and instead 
work on reaching a certain culture or 
“people group.”

While at the conference, the Global 
Hmong Committee shared its plan 
to call a Hmong Asian developer to 
work with Hmong congregations in 
Thailand and other Asian countries. 
This person would work with 
Missionary Ken Pasch, who currently 
is the mission’s field coordinator.

Free says that even though they 
have had seminary training, Hmong 
pastors in Thailand have little practical 
experience in being a pastor. Most 
also support themselves through 
farming and need guidance as they 
work to share the gospel with those 
in their villages. “It’s a good time 
to transition to having a Hmong-
speaking individual who can help 
them take ministry to the next level,” 
says Free.

Besides working with Hmong 
pastors in Thailand, the Hmong 
Asian developer also will spend time 
training and working with Hmong 
contacts in Vietnam and East Asia. 
He will live in the United States and 
develop training materials when he 
isn’t traveling to Asia for his work.

Twenty-one Hmong pastors, 
evangelists, and lay leaders from 
Thailand and nearby areas attended 
the conference in January along with 
the Global Hmong Committee and 
several others. “My favorite part of 
the trip was the opening devotion,” 
says Free. “Even though I don’t know 
the Hmong language, it was singing 
the Hmong hymn that was projected 
on the screen and just being together 
with these brothers in Christ, realizing 
what they’ve all gone through and 
how the Lord has brought them into 
the Christian fellowship and how 
we’re Christian brothers.”

Worldwide in WELS, there are 25 
Hmong pastors who serve eight 
ministries in the United States and 
15 congregations and preaching 
stations in Thailand and the 
surrounding area.

New weekly devotions for 
teens

New in 2016, the WELS 
Commission on Youth and 

Family is introducing “Transformed: 
Devotions connecting teens to 
Christ,” a weekly devotion tailored 
specifically for the Christian teenager.

Rev. Nathan Bourman, a member 
of the committee producing the 
devotions, says, “We recognize 
a need to address devotions and 
topics pertinent to the lives of 
teens. They face unique challenges 
and we want to try to bring God’s 
transforming Word to them. We 
recognize the challenges and 
changes in their lives and want to 
connect them to the one thing that 
never changes.”

Each Sunday, a new devotion 
is published online at wels.net/
transformed. Or, they can be 
delivered via e-mail by subscribing at 
wels.net/subscribe.

Bourman says, “These devotions 
could be used simply to share and 
pass on to the teens and youth 
leaders for their own personal 
devotions. That’s really the 
intended purpose. But beyond that 
simple purpose, they could also be 
used in group settings and perhaps 
could even be a starting point for a 
Bible study.”

Most congregations are in the process of finalizing and submitting their 
2016 CMO subscriptions. Those results will be known in early February.

Once again, God’s blessings to our synod continue uninterrupted. Our 
thanks to him and to his people for these generous gifts given to support 
the work that we do together as a synod.

Joint statement drafted by the CLC, ELS, and WELS

Representatives of the Church of the Lutheran Confession, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Synod, and the Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod have been 
meeting over the past year in formal doctrinal discussions. The group 
has centered its discussions on the question of when a church body must 
separate from another church body for doctrinal reasons. The group 
adopted a draft of a joint statement, which has been forwarded to the 
doctrinal committees of all three synods. The statement is available online. 
Questions and reaction to the statement can be forwarded to any of the 
representatives whose signature appears at the end of the document.

The statement has not yet been formally adopted by any of the three synods. 
Discussions on fellowship and other topics will continue at future meetings.

Serving with you in Christ,
President Mark Schroeder

Global Hmong Committee meets


