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Results from the synodwide “CMO revisit”

The Ministry Financial Plan (budget) adopted by the 2013 synod convention 
called for a four percent increase in Congregation Mission Offerings (CMO). 

The plan not only maintained current levels of our synod’s mission and ministry, 
but it also provided for careful expansion of several keys areas of our work.  
Plans were to open 8-10 new home missions in each year of the biennium 
(compared to two to three in previous years), to expand efforts in Multi-
Language Publications (to meet growing opportunities in our world mission 
fields), and to stabilize the financial health of our ministerial education schools.

CMO commitments were received from congregations in January, but instead 
of the planned four percent increase there was actually a slight decrease from 
the previous year. This resulted in a projected $1.2 million gap between what 
was planned and the available funding. In response, the Synodical Council 
began to identify reductions to mission and ministry support that would 
balance the plan. These reductions were shared with the synod’s congregations 
last spring.

Rather than simply making ministry and service reductions, the Conference of 
Presidents decided to place this issue before all of our congregations and ask 
if they would reconsider their CMO commitments for 2014 and adjust them 
upward. Information was shared with the district conventions, and circuit 
pastors were asked to visit personally each congregation and ask them to 

“revisit” their 2014 CMO subscription amounts.

While not all congregations have had a chance to address this issue (many will 
have voters’ meetings in July), we are happy to report that 831 congregations 
have responded. The total increase in CMO reported thus far is $430, 608.  
Instead of changing their CMO commitment, a number of congregations held 
special offerings totaling more than $20,000. We thank God for this generous 
response from God’s people, and we thank all (district presidents, circuit 
pastors, pastors, and congregations) who worked to bring about this response.

At the end of July, the Synodical Council will take steps to make any necessary 
adjustments to the synod’s ministry plan. Thankfully, those adjustments will be 
much less extensive due to the response of our congregations and members.

Looking ahead to next year, this entire process has been a good reminder 
of how CMO continues to be the primary way in which we join together to 
support our common mission of proclaiming the gospel. We pray that as 
congregations begin to consider their CMO for next year they strive to do all 



they can to reflect their commitment to our work as a synod with continued 
joyful and generous offerings.

Serving in Christ,
President Mark Schroeder

Movie nominated for four more awards

WELS’ newest outreach film, 
Come Follow Me, was 

recently nominated by the Pan 
Pacific Film Festival for four awards, 
including best mission, best short 
narrative, best soundtrack, and best 
cinematography. 

More than 100 films were 
submitted to the Pan Pacific Film 
Festival this year, and the film 
festival’s organizers report that the 
high quality of the films made the 
judging process very difficult. The 
Pan Pacific Film Festival is a faith-
based, non-profit, family-friendly 
film festival that “aims to use the 
power of film to teach the love 
and sacrifice of Jesus Christ.” The 
festival’s award ceremony is being 
held July 24 in Los Angeles. 

Come Follow Me already won the 
award for best short film at the 
Christian Worldview Film Festival in 
San Antonio, Texas, in March, and 
the Gold Crown Award for Best 
Evangelistic Film at the International 
Christian Visual Media Catalyst 
Conference in June. 

Rev. Mike Hintz, director of WELS 
Commission on Evangelism, is 
excited by these opportunities for 
Come Follow Me to be promoted 
to large, worldwide audiences. He 
says, “It’s an honor for the film to 
be nominated at the Pan Pacific Film 

Festival in four categories, especially 
‘best mission.’ ”

Come Follow Me, released in fall 
2013, is the second in a series 
of four outreach movies that are 
a collaboration between WELS 
Commissions on Evangelism and 
Adult Discipleship; Northwestern 
Publishing House; WELS Multi-
Language Publications; and 
Boettcher+Trinklein Television, Inc. 
Road to Emmaus, the first film in 
the series, outlines God’s plan of 
salvation.

Work has begun on the script for 
the third film, which will tell the 
life of Jesus, especially from the 
viewpoint of his mother, Mary. The 
fourth film will focus on the apostle 
Paul and the advance of the gospel 
into the world.

Congregations can order copies 
of the movie in bulk for members 
and prospects for only $2 per copy 
at www.comefollowmemovie.
com. Individual copies are available 
for $14.50 through Northwestern 
Publishing House at www.nph.
net or 800-662-6022.  The movie 
also serves as the 2013-14 Walking 
Together emphasis.

To learn more, visit www.wels.net/
comefollowme.
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personal assistance for starting and 
strengthening WELS schools. In 2013, 
WELS had more than 40,000 students 
in 409 early childhood ministries, 318 
Lutheran elementary schools, and 23 
area Lutheran high schools.

“There’s a lot of positive momentum 
going on in a number of our 
schools,” says Rademan. “We find it 
a privilege to support their work.”

Online courses available for 
WELS teens

Registration is now open for fall 
courses provided by ALHS Online, 

which offers online courses taught 
from a scriptural perspective to WELS 
high school students. 

As Dr. James Grunwald, a professor 
at Martin Luther College and the 
superintendent of ALHS Online, says, 
“Although Association of Lutheran 
High Schools (ALHS) Online was 
primarily developed to help the 
smaller WELS high schools expand 
their curricular offerings to better 
serve their own students, we are now 
seeing an interest in course offerings 
among WELS students who do not 
live close to an area Lutheran high 
school.” This includes those who 
attend public schools as well as those 
who are homeschooled.

In order to assist those who do not 
attend a WELS high school, ALHS 
Online has developed a four-year 
high school religion curriculum 
that includes courses like Biblical 
Knowledge, Doctrine, How the 
Church Grows, and Life of Christ. 

During the 2013-14 school year, 
125 students were enrolled in the 
13 courses that were offered by 
ALHS Online. Course evaluations 
were positive. As one student noted, 
“I have learned a great deal this 
semester, and I didn’t know what 
to expect coming in. Many think it 
is going to be very difficult since it is 
online, but in all actuality it was very 
similar to a class like I would normally 
have. Very easy to follow and 
communicate with others for help.”

Grunwald explains that students can 
log into their courses at any time 
during the day or evening to access 
course materials, ask questions, 
contribute to discussion forums, 
and complete individual or group 
assignments. Students progress 
through the course as a group, 
so these online courses are not 
considered independent study. 

The course offerings have expanded 
to 21 for the 2014-15 school year. 
New offerings include Multimedia 
Principals and Design, Human 
Relations, AP U.S. History, AP 
Psychology, Physical Science, Latin 2, 
Spanish 2, and German 2. To learn 
more about these courses or the 
other courses available through ALHS 
Online, visit http://alhso.org. 

Fall registration closes on Aug. 15. Fall 
courses run from Aug. 27-Dec. 18.

WELS night at Miller Park 
pregame event

If you are one of the several 
hundred WELS members looking 

for something to do prior to the 
Brewers game on Aug. 5, we’ve 
got an event planned for you. Join 
us as we host a “meet and greet” 
event at WELS Night at Miller Park 
from 5-7 p.m. WELS President 
Mark Schroeder, area of ministry 
administrators, and school officials 
will be on hand to greet you and 
enjoy an evening of fellowship with 
WELS members attending the game. 
A few world missionaries who are 
home on furlough are also planning 
to attend.

“This is an excellent opportunity for 
the leaders of WELS to meet and 
personally thank our members for 
supporting the work of our synod 
through their Congregation Mission 
Offerings,” says Mr. Lee Hitter, 
director of WELS Communication 
Services. “We plan to make this an 
annual event, so get your church 
group together and join us August 5 
for WELS Night at Miller Park.”

The Brewers are providing the 
tailgate grid space located near the 
pavilions for the event. If you are 
able to join us, park in the general 
parking lots (Uecker or Yount) and 
walk toward the tailgate grid area 
(see parking map).

“There was talk that President 
Schroeder might be able to throw 
out the first pitch that evening. As 
it turns out, there are already four 
first pitches scheduled for August 
5, and that’s the limit the Brewers 

have available per game. We have 
assurances from the Brewers’ ticket 
office that President Schroeder will 
get the first pitch for WELS Night at 
Miller Park next season. He will have 
an entire year to practice!” says 
Hitter.

WELS churches and members can 
still purchase discounted tickets 
for the Tues., Aug. 5, Milwaukee 
Brewers’ game against the San 
Francisco Giants. Seating will be 
in a block for WELS members. 
The deadline to purchase tickets is 
Tuesday, July 29.

Discounted tickets can be purchased 
online at www.brewers.com/
wels. Groups of 20 or more can 
contact WELS member Jason Fry 
at 414-902-4516 at the Brewers 
to purchase seats together and to 
bypass service charges on ticket 
purchases. The Brewers have 
created a PDF flier for congregations 
to use to promote the event.

“I know our members will enjoy 
the inaugural WELS Night at Miller 
Park. This is a chance to meet WELS 
members throughout the Midwest 
and your synod leadership in a 
casual setting all while promoting 
our synod to the greater Milwaukee 
area,” says Hitter.

WELS teens have “No Fear”

WELS Commission on Youth 
and Family Ministry held its 

biennial International Youth Rally June 
25-28 at the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville. More than 1,600 teens and 
youth leaders came together to learn 
and grow in God’s Word.
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Gilbert, Ariz.; and Kenneth Pasch 
from Thailand.

Attendee Julie Wagenknecht says, 
“I embraced the fellowship with 
my sisters in Christ as we were 
recharged with devotions and mission 
presentations. Several speakers shared 
how to serve as witnesses in our own 
personal lives and congregations.”

Each year, attendees come together 
to help support various mission 
efforts. This year, more than $152,000 
was divided among the Translation 
Working Group in Hong Kong, the 
World Mission Seminary Conference, 
Hispanic outreach ministries, projects 
in Russia, and helping with equipment 
and supplies for new home missions.

LWMS President Jeanne Martin 
summed up the convention saying, 
“Pastor Don Patterson, South Central 
District president, ended the sermon 
at the closing service reminding us 
that now is the time for us all to 
be [God’s] witnesses. I can think of 
nothing better than that. If we all 
left Dallas with that reminder, the 
convention was successful.”

The 2015 convention will be hosted 
by the Black Hills Circuit and held in 
Rapid City, S.D. Learn more about 
LWMS at www.lwms.org.

Proeber accepts interim call

Mr. Ken Proeber has accepted 
the call to serve as interim 

associate director of the Commission 
on Lutheran Schools (CLS), a position 
left vacant after Mr. James Rademan 
accepted the call to be CLS director 
in April. This is a part-time, semi-

retirement call to cover some of the 
associate director responsibilities until 
the Conference of Presidents can call 
a full-time person when the teacher 
call season opens again in November. 

This is not a new position for Proeber, 
who served as the CLS interim 
associate director from August 2012 
to July 2013. He currently was serving 
part time in CLS as a special projects 
coordinator. Before that he served 
as interim principal for a year each 
at King of Kings, Maitland, Fla., and 
Our Redeemer, Madison, Wis., after 
serving 38 years as a teacher and 
principal at Fairview, Milwaukee, Wis.

“Ken is sometimes thought of as the 
eternal interim,” says Rademan. “He 
has such a heart for ministry. And he’s 
experienced. He understands WELS 
schools and WELS called workers, 
and therefore he was able to take 
his talents of being a principal into 
those other schools and he takes 
those same talents into serving in our 
office.”

A 1971 graduate of Dr. Martin Luther 
College, New Ulm, Minn., Proeber will 
be responsible for providing many of 
the teacher calls lists for the district 
presidents and helping Rademan 
carry out other administrative and 
leadership duties.

“I’m very happy that I’m able to 
continue serving,” says Proeber. “I 
just always marvel at the fact that I’m 
given these opportunities to serve 
toward the end of my career. It’s really 
been a blessing.”

Part of the Congregation and Ministry 
Support Group, the Commission on 
Lutheran Schools is responsible for 
providing resources, training, and 

The three-day event featured two 
keynote speakers and several optional 
workshops designed to instruct WELS 
teens about living with “No Fear” in 
God’s Word. The theme was based on 
Psalm 27:1, “The Lord is my light and 
my salvation—whom shall I fear? The 
Lord is the stronghold of my life—of 
whom shall I be afraid?”

The rally kicked off Wednesday 
evening and closed Saturday morning 
with worship services led by Rev. John 
Boggs, director of communications/
mission advancement at Winnebago 
Lutheran Academy, Fond du Lac, Wis., 
and accompanied by the band Koine.

Boggs says, “This year, with the 
theme ‘No Fear,’ everything that 
we’re trying to do and what we want 
to do with the service is to let them 
know they are safe in God’s hands. 
That’s a big thing we want them to 
know because teenagers hear the 
other side of it—they hear they’re 
under attack. They hear that Satan 
hates them, that there’s temptations 
and shortfalls. We want them leaving 
here knowing that God loves them 
and that God is bigger than their 
problems.”

The two keynotes, presented by 
Rev. Jon Enter, Hope, West Palm 
Beach, Fla.; and Rev. David Panitzke, 
Shepherd of the Hills, Knoxville, Tenn., 
were themed “No Fear—The Lord 
Shelters Me” and “No Fear—The Lord 
Hears and Teaches Me.”

The rallygoers were able to take 
away important spiritual lessons 
from the keynotes. Karl Christie, 17, 
from Trinity, Waukesha, Wis., says, “I 
thought [Enter’s] keynote today was 
such an edifying experience, showing 

us how to put our trust in God in our 
daily lives.”

Noah Giebel, 16, Bethany, Kenosha, 
Wis., shares what he took away from 
Panitzke’s keynote: “We can always 
learn from biblical heroes of faith, 
because they went through struggles 
like us. They sinned and made 
mistakes, but they overcame their 
struggles through trust in God.”

Enter says, “My main message that I 
wanted them to take home was ‘I am 
a redeemed child of God,’ so that no 
matter what’s going on in their lives—
what adversities, pains, problems in 
their lives—it’s not about them, their 
looks, families, or accomplishments. 
As long as they remember they are 
a redeemed child of God, it changes 
their perspective so they can see God 
in everything.”

The next WELS International Youth 
Rally will be held in 2016. Watch for 
more details in the coming months. 
For more coverage and photos from 
the youth rally, visit www.wels.
net/2014youthrally.

WELS women support 
missions

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
Society (LWMS) held it 51st annual 

convention in Dallas, Tex., June 26-29. 
A total of 658 registered attendees 
participated in the convention. 
The theme was “You will be my 
witnesses,” based on Acts 1:8. 

Featured speakers included 
Missionaries Robert Siirila from East 
Asia; Andrew Schroer from Redeemer, 
Edna, Tex.; Greg Hein from Peace, 
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