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Thankful for decades of service

All but one of the districts have completed their conventions. (The 
Northern Wisconsin District meets this week). The conventions provide 

an opportunity for districts to receive comprehensive reports on synodical 
matters and to provide input for next summer’s synod convention.

This year’s conventions saw three long-serving district presidents decline 
further nominations. Together, they have served their districts for more 
than 50 years. They are Rev. Peter Naumann, who has served the Dakota-
Montana District since 1994; Rev. Theodore Lambert, who has served the 
Pacific Northwest District since 2002; and Rev. Douglas Engelbrecht, who 
has served the Northern Wisconsin District since 1994.

These faithful servants have served their districts in the role of supervisor 
of doctrine and practice. They worked with congregations in the call 
process for pastors, teachers, and staff ministers. They have encouraged 
congregations to support the work of the synod through Congregation 
Mission Offerings. They have also served on the Conference of Presidents, 
one of the two main leadership groups in the synod.

During their years as district presidents, these men have spent untold hours 
on the road and have devoted themselves to encouraging called workers, 
addressing a wide variety of problems and issues that arise from time 
to time, and providing spiritual leadership to the congregations of their 
districts. We thank God and them for their faithful service, dedication, and 
zeal in what can be a difficult and sometimes thankless position. We also 
thank their wives and families for their understanding and support for these 
faithful workers.

Serving in Christ,
President Mark Schroeder



Asia; Rev. Andrew Schroer from 
Redeemer, Edna, Tex.; Rev. Greg 
Hein from Peace, Gilbert, Ariz.; and 
Rev. Kenneth Pasch from Thailand. 
In addition to the featured speakers, 
attendees will have the opportunity 
to worship together and attend 
workshops. The convention theme 
is “You will be my witnesses,” 
based on Acts 1:8.

It’s a big event for the Missions 
office at the WELS Center for 
Mission and Ministry too. Missions 
staff has been working for months 
to develop literature and fact sheets 
about each world mission and many 
home missions. Nearly 40 mission 
display kits—which include artifacts 
from the fields such as pieces of 
fabric, drums, musical instruments, 
souvenir items, currency samples, 
and photos—were sent to Dallas to 
enhance the learning experience.

“The main reason we appreciate the 
work of LWMS so much isn’t just 
the gifts, although we are thankful 
for those too, it’s the enthusiasm 
and zeal they have for missions that 
they share with their congregations 
and the synod as a whole,” says Mr. 
Sean Young, director of Missions 
Operations.

Along with Young, Rev. Keith Free, 
administrator for Home Missions; 
Rev. Larry Schlomer, administrator 
for World Missions; and three 
additional staff members will be 
attending the convention.

Young says, “This is their big 
conference and to have the ministerial 

leadership from both Missions 
administrators and the operations 
support of the Missions office attend 
hopefully shows our appreciation and 
support for their efforts.”

If you’re interested in using a 
mission display kit in your own 
congregation to raise awareness 
about a mission, visit http://
missionsdisplaykits.wels.net.

Learn more about LWMS at www.
lwms.org and WELS Missions at 
www.wels.net/missions.

Did you know...

WELS has a Facebook page?
www.facebook.com/ 
welslutherans

WELS has Twitter?
www.twitter.com/welstweets

WELS has Instagram?  
instagram.com/welslutherans

WELS is mobile?
WELS offers a mobile applicaton 
for the iOS and Android cell 
phone platforms. Get the app 
at www.wels.net/mobile

Three new district 
presidents elected

Three new district presidents 
were elected at the 2014 district 

conventions that were held this 
month. These men will join the 
other nine district presidents in 
encouraging and equipping called 
workers; helping congregations 
carry out their ministries; and 
serving on the Conference of 
Presidents.

Rev. Peter Naumann, who served 
as president of the Dakota-
Montana District for the past 20 
years, declined the nomination for 
election to another two-year term. 
As he reflects back on his time as 
district president, he says that his 
greatest joy has been “meeting the 
members, serving the congregations 
of the district, and getting to know 
the pastors and teachers better.”

On June 10, Rev. Douglas Free 
was elected the new president of 
the Dakota-Montana District. Free, 
a 1983 graduate of Wisconsin 
Lutheran Seminary, Mequon, Wis., 
has served in the Dakota-Montana 
District his entire ministry. He 
currently serves at St. Paul’s, Rapid 
City, S.D., and has been the first vice 
president of the Dakota-Montana 
District since 1994.

Rev. John Steinbrenner was elected 
president of the Pacific Northwest 
District on June 12. Rev. Theodore 
Lambert, who had served as 
district president for 12 years, is 
retiring from the ministry. From 
August 1989 through August 1990, 
Steinbrenner served as the vicar for 

Pacific Northwest District President 
Warren Widmann. Steinbrenner 
graduated from Wisconsin Lutheran 
Seminary in 1991. He was called 
to start a church in Northwest 
Boise, Idaho, in 1994 and continues 
to serve at Cross of Christ today. 
Steinbrenner has served as the 
first vice president of the Pacific 
Northwest District since 2006.

Rev. Douglas Engelbrecht, president 
of the Northern Wisconsin District, 
is also retiring from the ministry. On 
June 17, the district elected Rev. 
Joel Zank to serve as its new district 
president. Zank, a 1987 graduate of 
Wisconsin Lutheran Seminary, has 
served as pastor at Mount Olive, 
Appleton, Wis., since 1996. In 2011, 
Zank became the first vice president 
of the Northern Wisconsin District.

When asked what his advice for 
the new district presidents would 
be, Engelbrecht said, “Be extremely 
patient in dealing with people. Place 
all of your burdens in the hands of the 
Lord before you go to sleep each night. 
Enjoy the opportunity to serve.”

Missions office ready for 
LWMS convention

The Lutheran Women’s Missionary 
Society (LWMS) will be holding 

its 51st annual convention June 
26-29 in Dallas, Tex. For more than 
five decades the dedicated LWMS 
members have helped to support 
WELS missions, both home and 
world fields.

This year, featured speakers will 
be Rev. Robert Siirila from East 
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