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NEW TO OUR SAVIOR?  We are excited that you have joined us for worship today. Our message is as old as 

God’s Word to mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. If you need assistance 

during the service, an usher located in the back will be able to assist you.  

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card—if you would prefer to fill it out online, scan the 

code with your phone, or go to OurSaviorBirmingham.com/Connect. You can put the Connect 

Card in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you leave.  

FAMILIES WITH KIDS: We think it is important for families to worship together regularly. We know that 

occasionally, kids are going to have a rough morning. If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker 

and window in our entryway that will allow you to see and hear the service.  

CHILDREN’S ACTIVITY SHEETS give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s 

service. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary.   

AN OFFERING will be gathered during our worship service today. If you are a guest, please do not feel 

obligated or compelled to participate. If you would like to give an offering that supports the ministry work at 

Our Savior, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution:  

(1) place your offering into the offering plate,  

(2) you can scan this QR code to take you to our secure, online giving site where you 

can give via credit card or ACH transfer.   

BATHROOMS are located at the far end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. There is a changing station 

located in Room 3 (Nursery).  

FREE WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC-

Guest” connection to get online!   

AN AUTOMATED ELECTRONIC DEFIBRILLATOR (AED) is located in the fellowship hall, in the corner nearest 

the front door. 

LOOKING FOR MORE INFORMATION?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, you 

can stay up to date and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   
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Welcome!   
Thank you for joining us for worship this 

morning.  We are happy that you are here! 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Sermon archives, podcasts, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Event pictures and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly worship service and sermon videos, Our Savior Kid’s videos 

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  

OurSaviorBirmingham.com/Connect
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The Christian Lives as Wheat Among Weeds 

The wheat that grows in the Middle East is a variety that looks much like wild grass or weeds. It is difficult 

to tell wheat and weeds apart until shortly before harvest time, when the wheat stalks develop a head 

containing the kernels of grain. Try and pull the weeds out of a wheat field and you will likely pull up a fair 

amount of wheat accidentally. So you need to wait for the harvest to separate wheat from weeds 

This week Jesus uses that image to illustrate life this side of heaven. Christians are pictured as wheat 

planted by the Lord. Evil and unbelieving evildoers are pictured as weeds. We might want God to take care 

of evil now—to pull up all the weeds. But he tells us to wait for the harvest. God is going to fix the problem 

of evil in this world, but it might not be today or even tomorrow. What does God want us to do while we 

wait? He wants us to live like wheat among weeds, serving the purpose for which he planted us. That 

means being faithful, fruitful, and mindful of the coming harvest. 

 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review 

the Scripture readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your final 

judgment, we may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; 

through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever. Amen. 
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Ushers: Brett and Penny Muetzel 

Greeters:  

Audio/Video/Livestream: Benzes 

Accompanist: Mrs. Betsy Moenkedick 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 
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Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation: Amen.  

Confession 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 

me. Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of 

the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to 

the very end of the age.” 

  

All of us are born into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are 

without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But while we were still sinners, 

Christ died for us. He took away our sin by giving his life on the cross. In Baptism, he clothes us with the robe of 

his righteousness and gives us a new life. We recall what Baptism means for our daily lives: 

  

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us  

    should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance,  

    and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death.  

It also means that a new person should daily arise  

    to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

 

As baptized children of God, we confess our sins: 

Holy God, gracious Father,  

I am sinful by nature  

and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  

The Service 

Hymn   873  Rise, My Soul, to Watch and Pray 

Invocation 

Our God is a holy God, and we are unholy sinners.  Before we meet our God, our status before him must change – or he would destroy us.  We 

confess our sins, trusting God’s promise to forgive us (See 1 John 1:9).  Our Lord wants to forgive our sins.  He sent Jesus to make us “at 

one” (atonement) with God by dying on the cross for our sins. The pastor makes the sign of the cross to remind us we are forgiven only because 

Jesus died on the cross.  

This comes from the latin “invoco” which describes the act of calling upon or asking for help or support. As we begin our worship,  we call on the 

name of the triune God, who is our ever-present help and strength and in whose name we were baptized. The sign of the cross then reminds 

worshipers of their baptisms. 
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God saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit and united us to the death and 

resurrection of Jesus. Every day God forgives your sins, removes your guilt, and strengthens you to defeat Satan’s 

power. His promise is for you and your children, and he will never forsake you. Your sins are forgiven. You are 

clothed with Christ. You are at peace with God now and forever. 

Amen.  

I have not loved you with my whole heart;  

I have not loved others as I should.  

I deserve your punishment both now and forever.  

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins  

with his innocent suffering and death.  

Trusting in him, I pray:  God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

The Sacrament of Holy Baptism 

Do you believe that you were born in sin and therefore eternally lost? 

Yes, I believe. 

  

Do you believe that the triune God—the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit—planned and carried out your salva-

tion? 

Yes, I believe. 

  

Do you believe that God grants you the forgiveness of sins in Holy Baptism? 

Yes, I believe. 

  

Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

Yes, I do. 

  

Do you desire to be baptized into the Christian faith? 

Yes, I do. 

 

Benjamin Wilkes Morton, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

  

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart  to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

  

The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ has given you the new birth of water and the Spirit and has 

forgiven all your sins. May he strengthen you with his grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, as we welcome Ben to our Christian family, I encourage you in the name of Jesus to 

keep him in your minds, hold him in your hearts, and pray for him again and again. Show him the face of friend-

ship and offer him a hand of support. Encourage him with your “works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 

built up until we all reach unity in the faith and in the knowledge of the Son of God and become mature, attaining 

to the whole measure of the fullness of Christ.” 
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The Word 

Let us pray. 

O God, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that, ever mindful of your final judgment, we 

may be stirred up to holiness of living here and dwell with you in perfect joy hereafter; through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

The Prayer of the Day 

Following an ancient outline, the prayer of the day asks for one specific blessing.  This prayer changes each Sunday, according to the Bible 

readings for that Sunday.  
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6 “This is what the Lord says— 

Israel’s King and Redeemer, the Lord Almighty: 

I am the first and I am the last; 

apart from me there is no God. 
7 Who then is like me? Let him proclaim it. 

Let him declare and lay out before me 

what has happened since I established my ancient people, 

and what is yet to come— 

yes, let them foretell what will come. 
8 Do not tremble, do not be afraid. 

Did I not proclaim this and foretell it long ago? 

You are my witnesses. Is there any God besides me? 

No, there is no other Rock; I know not one.” 
9 All who make idols are nothing, 

and the things they treasure are worthless. 

Those who would speak up for them are blind; 

they are ignorant, to their own shame. 
10 Who shapes a god and casts an idol, 

which can profit nothing? 
11 People who do that will be put to shame; 

such craftsmen are only human beings. 

Let them all come together and take their stand; 

they will be brought down to terror and shame. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

First Reading 

 

 

 

Isaiah 44:6-11 

Like wheat among weeds, Christians live surrounded by 

evil in this world. But God promises that the presence of 

evil in this world does not mean that God doesn’t care 

for us.  

The First Reading is typically taken from the Old Testament and occasionally from the Book of Acts. In it we learn of God’s mighty words and 

deeds with the Old Testament Church, the people of Israel. 
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Psalm of the Day 

 

 

Psalm 19 

The Church sings Psalm 19 in services that investigate 

the interplay between the natural knowledge of God and 

the revealed knowledge of his perfect Word.  

1 The heavens declare the glory of God; 

the skies proclaim the work of his hands. 
2 Day after day they pour forth speech; 

night after night they reveal knowledge. 
3 They have no speech, they use no words; 

no sound is heard from them. 
4 Yet their voice goes out into all the earth, 

their words to the ends of the world. 

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the 

sun. 
5  It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber, 

like a champion rejoicing to run his course. 
6 It rises at one end of the heavens 

and makes its circuit to the other; 

nothing is deprived of its warmth. 
7 The law of the Lord is perfect, 

refreshing the soul. 

The statutes of the Lord are trustworthy, 

making wise the simple. 
8 The precepts of the Lord are right, 

giving joy to the heart. 

The commands of the Lord are radiant, 

giving light to the eyes. 

9 The fear of the Lord is pure, 

enduring forever. 

The decrees of the Lord are firm, 

and all of them are righteous. 
10 They are more precious than gold, 

than much pure gold; 

they are sweeter than honey, 

than honey from the honeycomb. 
11 By them your servant is warned; 

in keeping them there is great reward. 
12 But who can discern their own errors? 

Forgive my hidden faults. 
13 Keep your servant also from willful sins; 

may they not rule over me. 

Then I will be blameless, 

innocent of great transgression. 
14 May these words of my mouth and this 

meditation of my heart 

be pleasing in your sight, 

Lord, my Rock and my Redeemer. 

The Psalm is the most ancient part of our worship service. While most of our liturgy is 1,800 years old, Jews have been singing Psalms in worship 

for 3,000 years. 
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Second Reading 

 

 

 

Romans 1:18-25 

Jesus’ parable about the wheat and weeds could give the 

impression that God is ambivalent about evil. But God’s 

wrath is real and will be fully revealed at the harvest.  

18 The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness and wickedness of people, who 

suppress the truth by their wickedness, 19 since what may be known about God is plain to them, because God has 

made it plain to them. 20 For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities—his eternal power and divine 

nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that people are without excuse. 
21 For although they knew God, they neither glorified him as God nor gave thanks to him, but their thinking 

became futile and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22 Although they claimed to be wise, they became fools 23 and 

exchanged the glory of the immortal God for images made to look like a mortal human being and birds and 

animals and reptiles. 
24 Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual impurity for the degrading of 

their bodies with one another. 25 They exchanged the truth about God for a lie, and worshiped and served created 

things rather than the Creator—who is forever praised. Amen. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Gospel Acclamation Romans 11:33 

The Second Reading of  Scripture is from the New Testament letters of the apostles or the Revelation to St. John. It stresses Christian faith and 

Christian living as a response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Tune: © 2010, 2021 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702194 

 

Oh, the depth of the riches of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 

How unsearchable his judgments, and his paths beyond all tracing out. 

 

Refrain 
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Gospel 

 

 

Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

The Lord has a plan to separate wheat and weeds. 

Christians will be perfectly separated from every evil at 

the final harvest  

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When 

the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 

weeds come from?’ 
28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let 

both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 

bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ” 

 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good 

seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows 

them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will 

send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They 

will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!  

Hymn of the Day  491  Come, You Thankful People, Come 

The congregation stands for the reading of the Gospel. (In the past, soldiers put down their weapons and kings removed their crowns when the 

Gospel was read.) Christ—his life, his words of law and Gospel, his suffering and death, his resurrection, his ascension, his assignment to the 

Church, his promise to return—is the center of the Gospel.  The faithful have waited for this moment, this reading. They stand in reverence. After 

hearing the Gospel, we respond with a joyful acclamation of praise.  

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 
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Sermon Matthew 13:24-30, 36-43 

24 Jesus told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. 
25 But while everyone was sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. 26 When 

the wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. 
27 “The owner’s servants came to him and said, ‘Sir, didn’t you sow good seed in your field? Where then did the 

weeds come from?’ 
28 “ ‘An enemy did this,’ he replied. 

“The servants asked him, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ 
29 “ ‘No,’ he answered, ‘because while you are pulling the weeds, you may uproot the wheat with them. 30 Let 

both grow together until the harvest. At that time I will tell the harvesters: First collect the weeds and tie them in 

bundles to be burned; then gather the wheat and bring it into my barn.’ ” 

 
36 Then he left the crowd and went into the house. His disciples came to him and said, “Explain to us the 

parable of the weeds in the field.” 
37 He answered, “The one who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. 38 The field is the world, and the good 

seed stands for the people of the kingdom. The weeds are the people of the evil one, 39 and the enemy who sows 

them is the devil. The harvest is the end of the age, and the harvesters are angels. 
40 “As the weeds are pulled up and burned in the fire, so it will be at the end of the age. 41 The Son of Man will 

send out his angels, and they will weed out of his kingdom everything that causes sin and all who do evil. 42 They 

will throw them into the blazing furnace, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. 43 Then the righteous 

will shine like the sun in the kingdom of their Father. Whoever has ears, let them hear. 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed representative who 

illuminates the Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link 

through whom the Holy Spirit brings law and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.  



13 

 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LIVING IN A WEEDY FIELD 

 

The answer to evil in the world is not ________________________________________ or 

____________________ for days of old or lashing out in _________________________ 

 

 

The Lord has a plan to ____________________ the wheat and weeds - it's just not yet. 

 

 

Until then... 

• ____________________ for the harvest 

• ____________________ like wheat 
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Creed   Credo 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,  

maker of heaven and earth,  

of all that is,  

seen and unseen. 

 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,  

eternally begotten of the Father,  

God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,  

begotten, not made,  

of one being with the Father.  

Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,  

was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,  

and became truly human.  

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.  

He suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  

He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,  

and his kingdom will have no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit,  

the Lord, the giver of life,  

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  

who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified,  

who has spoken through the prophets.  

We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic church.  

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  

We look for the resurrection of the dead  

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  Christian’s composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s 

teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 
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Prayer of the Church 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You control all 

things through your Son, who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

  

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion, and demolish our doubts. 

Send your Spirit to strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live according to your will. 

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your grace. 

  

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare 

us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and persecution.    

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

  

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for future days. Help them distinguish 

between what is passing and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage more young people 

to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.    

  

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or emotional pain and all who are afflicted by disease 

or facing death. [Especially bless . . .] Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners who 

miss someone they loved. 

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

  

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

  

Silent prayer 

  

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us. Give us patience to accept your 

blessings in whatever way you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when you will take us to 

be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

Offering 

In the prayer of the Church, we pray for those in our congregation and for the needs and struggles of God’s people around the world.  

Our offerings are a response to the Lord for his goodness to us, which we heard about in the readings and sermon. They are to be given on a 

regular basis and be the first fruits of what we receive. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 
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The Sacrament 

Preface 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.  

It is right to give him thanks and praise.  

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, 

almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who promised that wherever two or three come 

together in his name, there he is with them to shepherd his flock until he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all 

the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song:  

Holy, Holy, Holy   Sanctus 

The preface—words of dialogue between the pastor and the congregation—are some of the oldest in the Christian liturgy, dating back to 200 AD. 

They serve as a transition from the part of the service centered on the Word to the part centered on the meal that Christ instituted.  

Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth century. It incorporates 

elements of Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9. It is also known as the “Sanctus,” which means “holy.”   
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Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people. You created the world and all who live in it, 

and in your mercy you saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ. 

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and became obedient to death on a cross. He offered 

himself as a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He rescued us from the terrors of death 

and restored eternal life with you. He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and glory. 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood, and lead us to remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. 

Forgive our sins and fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive our thanks as we 

worship you---the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

Our Father in heaven,  

hallowed be your name,  

your kingdom come,  

your will be done on earth as in heaven.  

Give us today our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins  

as we forgive those who sin against us.  

Lead us not into temptation,  

but deliver us from evil.  

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours  

now and forever. Amen. 

Jesus took bread and “gave thanks.”   See Matthew 26:26. 

In this prayer, we pray to “Our Father in heaven,” reminding us that we are God’s chosen and dearly loved children.  

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702194  
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Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 

gave it to his disciples, saying “Take and eat; this is my body, which is given for you. Do this in remembrance of 

me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my  blood of the 

new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you drink it, in 

remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen.  

Lamb of God   Agnus Dei 

Words of Institution 

As he speaks the Words of Institution, the minister both proclaims the words of Jesus to the congregation and sets apart the bread and wine for 

the Lord’s use. The sign of the cross reminds us of Christ’s death. 

The pastor proclaims peace to the people through the Pax Domini (Latin for “peace of the Lord”). Again, the worshipers receive absolution and 

assurance that God’s presence and peace are with them through the Sacrament. 

The Agnus Dei is the last of the liturgical canticles. Its Latin title simply means “Lamb of God.” Believers approach the altar of God by the 

sacrificial substitute who died in our place. We join with the cry of John the Baptist to the Lamb who takes away the sin of the word and grants us 

mercy and peace. The Christian Church has sung this text before communion for more than thirteen centuries. 

Tune: David Kauffman; William Gokelman 
Tune: © 2010 GFTSMUSIC Publishing Company, Inc., admin. Music Services. Used by permission: OneLicense no. 702194  
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

His mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

We proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet you have given us in this Sacrament. 

Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit, help us to 

live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor  and give you peace. 

Amen.  

Closing Hymn   605  From All That Dwell Below the Skies 

Distribution 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians who are 

united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 295 in the blue hymnal. 

This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  It is known as the Aaronic blessing because the Lord first instructed 

Aaron, the first High Priest of the children of Israel, to share the promise of blessing: “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless 

them” (Numbers 6:27). 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture 

all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

Hymn   507  Let All Things Now Living 
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THE NEWS @ OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 
Week of July 23, 2023 

SUMMER YOUTH / FAMILY OUTINGS 

Here is our next youth/family outing planned for this summer.  

We will have a cookout and nerf gun war at church on Friday, July 28th at 6pm.  

We have 1000 nerf darts—so bring your nerf gun and get ready for a great 

evening of family fun. There will not only a variety of nerf gun games, but a movie 

on the big screen in the fellowship area as well. Brats will be provided as well as 

beverages. You can bring a side or dessert to share. (The grills will be available if 

you didn’t want to have a brat and wanted to bring something else to grill).  

 

BARON’S GAME OUTING—FRIDAY, AUGUST 18TH 

Experience the thrill of Birmingham Barons baseball together with your 

church family on Friday, August 18th. Get baseline box seats, a meal 

voucher (hot dog, chips, soda), all for just $18 per person. Deadline to order 

tickets: August 6th. Don't miss out! Reserve your ticket now on our 

website. 

GREETERS NEEDED! 

We are in need of friendly and welcoming volunteers to serve as greeters during our Sunday services. If you 

have a warm smile and a desire to make others feel welcomed here at Our Savior Lutheran, we invite you to 

join our greeter team. 

As a greeter, you will play a crucial role in creating a warm and friendly atmosphere for both new guests and 

long-time members. You will have the opportunity to meet new people and build relationships within our 

church family. Your friendly presence and helpful assistance will ensure that everyone feels welcomed and 

comfortable as they enter our church. No prior experience is necessary—just a genuine willingness to extend 

kindness and connect with others. 

If you're interested in becoming a greeter or want to learn more, please let Pastor Kratz know! 

PASTOR KRATZ RETURNS CALL TO FOND DU LAC 

Pastor Kratz has decided to return the call he was holding to serve as an associate pastor at St. Peter’s Lutheran 

Church in Fond du Lac, WI. He will continue to serve as pastor here at Our Savior and is looking forward to 

working together with you to carry out our ministry here in our community!  
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THIS WEEK @ OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN 

Week of July 23, 2023 

Acknowledgments 

Setting Two from Christian Worship 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 

by Biblica, Inc.TM Used by permission of Zondervan. All rights reserved worldwide. 

Software distributed in partnership with Northwestern Publishing House. 

Created by Christian Worship: Service Builder © 2022 Concordia Publishing House.  

OUR SAVIOR KIDS MINISTRY  - ALL CLASSES NOW AT 9 AM! 

Are you looking for a fun and engaging way to help your children grow in their faith? Look no further than Our 

Savior’s Kids! 

Our kid’s ministry is designed specifically for children, with age-appropriate lessons and activities that will help 

them develop a deeper understanding of God's love, their Savior Jesus, and his plan for their lives. Our team of 

experienced and passionate leaders are committed to creating a safe and welcoming environment where 

children can learn and grow together. 

We invite you and your kids to join us and experience the joy of learning and growing together in community. 

Come see for yourself why our kids ministry is the perfect place for your child to thrive!  

Our Savior’s Kids—Preschool & Elementary  -  Sundays at 9:00 am 

Sunday 10:15 am Worship Service  

Monday 7:00 pm Holy Spirit Bible Class (online) 

Friday 6:00 pm Nerf gun war / Cookout 

Sunday (7/30) 9:00 am Sunday Morning Bible Class / Our Savior Kids Classes (Preschool & Elementary) 

Sunday (7/30) 10:15 am Worship Service 

   

SERVING NEXT WEEK:  

Usher:  Mike Densmore, John Armstrong 

Greeter: Greg Vogel, Julie Adams 

Church Family: 
Clean:    Boyce-Sauer/Cheek/Densmore/Hudd/Kratz/Panell/Smith 

Snacks:  Adams/Cox/Morris 

Sanctuary Care: Kratz 
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ABOUT US 

OUR MISSION 

Our Savior Lutheran Church was established in 1969 as a mission church in Birmingham, AL. Our mission is to 

worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them 

for lives of Christian service. 

OUR CONTACT INFORMATION                LET US KNOW YOU WERE HERE! 

1074 Dunnavant Valley Road 

Birmingham, AL 35242 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

OUR MINISTRY 

Sunday Worship: 10:15 am 

Sunday Online Worship: 10:15 am on Facebook and Youtube 

Bible Classes: held online and in-person throughout the year 

Our Savior’s Kids Ministry: online year-round 

OUR PASTOR 

Pastor Ben Kratz 

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

(205) 478-6843 

OUR CHURCH BODY 

Our Savior Lutheran Church proclaims the truth about Jesus throughout the world as a member of the Wisconsin 

Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS). We have sister congregations serving the United States, Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world missions. We are united in faith and 

teaching with the other churches of the Wisconsin Synod as wells as the churches of 

the Evangelical Lutheran Synod (ELS). 
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Personal Worship Notes for Kids 

What is the name of the church season or special day? ___________________________________ 

What is the color of the church today?      ❑  Blue       ❑  White       ❑  Purple       ❑  Red       ❑  Green 

 

The sermon was based on these Bible verses: ____________________________________ 

 

 This is in the      ❑  Old Testament  ❑  New Testament 

 

What was the sermon about? 

 

 

 

 My Favorite Song was:  

 

What did you learn about God today?  

Did we have a sacrament today?  

Baptism?  

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

Communion?  

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today:  

1)  What did God tell you about himself?  

 

2)  What did God tell you about yourself?  

 

3)  What did God tell you to believe?  

 

4)  What did God tell you to do?  
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