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Today we celebrate the Festival of the Reformation of the Church. What does that mean?  

The effect of the Lutheran Reformation of the church on the history of the world can hardly be overstated. 

Quite simply, it caused one of the most profound sea-changes in history. In fact, when US News and World 

Report ranked the most important events of the last 1000 years, the Lutheran Reformation placed second, right 

behind Gutenberg’s moveable type printing press. Now consider that for a moment… That means that they 

considered the Lutheran Reformation to be of greater significance than the discovery of the New World (North 

America), which was number three.  

But why? Who was this Luther guy? He was a monk, a priest, and a professor at a little university in Wittenberg, 

Germany. Why would a guy like that be listed as the third most influential person of the last 1000 years (1000 

Years and 1000 People, Gottlieb and Bowers). More important than Einstein, Edison, or George Washington?  

Why? During the dark days of the Middle Ages, the truth of God’s Word was hidden away in monasteries. The 

Church of that day was not teaching that we are saved by Jesus’ death and resurrection. Instead, people were 

told that they needed to try and earn their way to heaven—or worse, that they had to buy their way to heaven. 

The truth of God’s Word was rejected, and the traditions of men put in its place.  

Dr. Luther changed all of that on October 31st, 1517, when he nailed 95 Statements for Debate on the door of 

the Castle Church in Wittenberg. He said that the Bible should be our only source of teaching, not man-made 

traditions. He showed that God saved us by grace alone, by faith alone. He returned the Bible into the hands of 

the people and quite literally changed the world.  

Today, we are not here to celebrate a man, but what God did through a man. We’re here to celebrate  the grace 

of a God who reformed his Church, and brought back the pure and simple teaching that had been lost: Jesus 

died and rose  for me, so I will be in heaven forever. Period.  

By Grace Alone. By Faith Alone. By Scripture Alone.  

 

Organists: Dr. Brent Nolte, Brianna Nolte 

Flute: Brianna Nolte 

Trumpet: Brent Nolte, Olivia Boyce-Sauer 

Horn: Laura Nolte 

Baritone: Pastor Ben Kratz 

 

Lord Keep Us Steadfast  
Setting by David Cherwien (CPH #98364) 

 

If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples,  

and you will know the truth and the truth will make you free.  

 

1.  Lord keep us steadfast in your word, 

Curb those who by deceit or sword,  

Would wrest the kingdom from your Son 

And bring to nought all God has done.  

 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.  

Therefore we will not fear, and though the mountains be toppled into the depths of the sea, 

Though its waters roar and foam and though the mountains tremble at its tumult,  

The Lord of hosts is with us, the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

 

2.  Lord Jesus Christ, your power make known, 

For you are Lord of lords along;  

Defend your holy Church, that we 

May sing your praise triumphantly.  

 

3.  O Comforter of priceless worth,  

Send peace and unity on earth;  

Support us in our final strife 

And lead us out of death to life.  

 

Alleluia, amen.  

Partita on Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word 

Robert Powell 



This hymn by Martin Luther was probably written in 1541. In that year a service of prayer against the 

Turks was held at Wittenberg, for which Luther prepared a special service, including this hymn. In the 

1543 edition of Joseph Klug’s Geistliche Lieder auffs new gebessert (Wittenberg), it was entitled “A 

Hymn for the children to sing against the two arch-enemies of Christ and His Holy Church, the Pope 

and the Turks.” The causes for such a text to arise include: 

1) King Ferdinand suffered a severe defeat by the Mohammedan forces under Sultan 

Suleiman at Budapest in August of 1541. 

2) In October 1541, a hurricane destroyed the ships of Emperor Charles V near Algiers. 

Prayers for protection against the Turkish invasion were requested by Luther and other 

evangelical preachers throughout Germany. 

Note how the  hymn is written in a Trinitarian format.  This first verse is an appeal to God the Father to 

preserve us by His Word, rather than by the force of arms.  God never promises us victory in battle over 

our enemies.  Luther does not lead his people to pray for the imperial armies or for victory in battle, 

but for God to sustain His people by His Word, come what may. 

In the second verse Luther emphasizes the ultimate authority of Jesus Christ with the title “Lord of 

lords” (Rev 17:14; 19:16).   He is Lord over all emperors, kings, presidents, or rulers of any kind.  We are 

in constant need of the help that only Jesus can give, and His rescue of His people always leads to 

praise and thanksgiving. 

The final verse calls on the Holy Spirit to send unity to the people of God, so that we work together and 

are not divided in the face of opposition.  Our greatest struggle is not against any earthly power, but 

against death itself (1 Cor 15:36).  No matter what happens in this world, we trust in the Holy Spirit to 

raise us from the dead and give to us eternal life.   

The Ottoman Empire is long gone, but the church is still surrounded by enemies, from false teachers 

who would lead us from Christ, to political forces that seek to destroy us.  As we face growing violence 

and terror around us, Luther’s hymn, “Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word” reminds us to turn to the 

Lord in the Holy Scriptures and trust in Jesus Christ as the Lord of lords who has won the victory over 

all of our enemies, and who will give us victory over death in the resurrection on the Last Day. 

 

 
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast  

In Your Word 

Only By Grace 

Karen Maio 

It’s only by grace that I believe and only through faith that I receive  

from God above a gift of his love, so that I can be saved by grace.  

 

Refrain: Only by grace pure and free, God’s Son has died for me.  

Now heaven’s my home to be, and it’s only by grace! 

 

It’s only by grace I’m set apart and only through faith within my heart.  

I’ll follow your ways and sing you my praise out of thanks for your gift of grace.   

 

It’s only by grace that I’m forgiv’n and only through faith will I see heav’n.  

It’s where I will be for eternity ‘cause I know I am saved by grace!  

 

I deserved death but Jesus took my place. Now I have eternal life, and it’s only by grace! 



It is not known for certain when Martin Luther wrote this hymn. Some hymnologists believe that it may 

date from 1527 or 1528, while other scholars consider it to have been inspired by the Diet of Speyer, 

where, on April 20, 1529, the German princes made their formal “protest” against the revocation of 

their liberties and thus gained the name “Protestants.” It was first printed in Joseph Klug’s Geistliche 

Lieder auffs new gebessert (Wittenberg, 1529) under the title “Der xxxxvi. Psalm. Deus noster refugium 

et virtus.” This first edition of Klug’s Gesangbuch, though now lost, is reconstructable through its 

reprints by Rauscher (Erfurt, 1531) and Gutknecht (Nürnberg, 1531), the former being the earliest 

extant hymnal in which the hymn appeared. It is also found in the altered new editions of Klug’s book, 

published in 1533, 1535, and 1543.  

The hymn was not written to celebrate the Reformation. In fact, it wouldn’t be until one hundred years 

later that the church would begin to celebrate what God had done through the Reformation. Instead, a 

sheet of music published in 1529 reads “A Hymn of Comfort.” Rather than a battle hymn, Luther 

intended this hymn based on Psalm 46 to be one of comfort. And what a hymn of comfort it became! 

Luther and his followers would sing it when they were discouraged. Luther would often invite his 

friends to sing it for courage and strength and he apparently sang it regularly while being sheltered at 

the Coburg castle. Called the “Marseillaise Hymn of the Reformation” by the 19th-century literary 

figure Heinrich Heine, the hymn spread rapidly throughout Germany. Philipp Melanchthon, Justus 

Jonas, and Caspar Cruciger, during their banishment in 1547, were comforted by hearing a young girl 

sing it in Weimar. It was sung at the Diet of Augsburg. Gustavus Adolphus caused it to be sung by his 

army before the battle of Leipzig in 1631.  

A Mighty Fortress has been translated into more than 200 languages, with over one hundred English 

translations alone. It is unclear where the tune came from. Scholars are inclined to believe that Luther 

wrote it himself. The story that the tune came from a tavern song that was popular in Luther’s day is 

incorrect and is the result of a misunderstanding of a German musical term.  

 

 
A Mighty Fortress 

Is Our God 

In a July 8, 1530 letter to Lazarus Spengler, Luther interprets his seal: 

Grace and peace from the Lord. As you desire to know whether my painted seal, which you sent to me, 

has hit the mark, I shall answer most amiably and tell you my original thoughts and reason about why 

my seal is a symbol of my theology. The first should be a black cross in a heart, which retains its natural 

color, so that I myself would be reminded that faith in the Crucified saves us. "For one who believes 

from the heart will be justified" (Romans 10:10). Although it is indeed a black cross, which mortifies and 

which should also cause pain, it leaves the heart in its natural color. It does not corrupt nature, that is, it 

does not kill but keeps alive. "The just shall live by faith" (Romans 1:17) but by faith in the crucified. 

Such a heart should stand in the middle of a white rose, to show that faith gives joy, comfort, and peace. 

In other words, it places the believer into a white, joyous rose, for this faith does not give peace and joy 

like the world gives (John 14:27). That is why the rose should be white and not red, for white is the color 

of the spirits and the angels (cf. Matthew 28:3; John 20:12). Such a rose should stand in a sky-blue field, 

symbolizing that such joy in spirit and faith is a beginning of the heavenly future joy, which begins 

already, but is grasped in hope, not yet revealed. And around this field is a golden ring, symbolizing that 

such blessedness in Heaven lasts forever and has no end. Such blessedness is exquisite, beyond all joy 

and goods, just as gold is the most valuable, most precious and best metal. This is my compendium 

theologiae [summary of theology]. I have wanted to show it to you in good friendship, hoping for your 

appreciation. May Christ, our beloved Lord, be with your spirit until the life hereafter. Amen. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lazarus_Spengler
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#10:10
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Romans#1:17
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/John#14:27
https://en.wikisource.org/wiki/Bible_(King_James)/Matthew#28:3


God’s Word Shall Live Forever 

Herbert Brokering; Tune and setting by Walter L. Pelz 

 

 

 

A Mighty Fortress Is Our God 

Arr. Michael D. Costello 



Psalm 46 

For the director of music. Of the Sons of Korah. According to alamoth. A song. 

1  God is our refuge and strength, 

an ever-present help in trouble. 
2  Therefore we will not fear, though the earth give way 

and the mountains fall into the heart of the sea, 
3  though its waters roar and foam 

and the mountains quake with their surging. Selah 

4  There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy place where the Most High dwells. 
5  God is within her, she will not fall; 

God will help her at break of day. 
6  Nations are in uproar, kingdoms fall; 

he lifts his voice, the earth melts. 

7  The Lord Almighty is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 

8  Come and see the works of the Lord, 

the desolations he has brought on the earth. 
9  He makes wars cease to the ends of the earth; 

he breaks the bow and shatters the spear, 

he burns the shields with fire. 
10  “Be still, and know that I am God; 

I will be exalted among the nations, 

I will be exalted in the earth.” 

11  The Lord Almighty is with us; 

the God of Jacob is our fortress. Selah 

Fantasy on A Mighty Fortress  

Denis Bedard 

 

A Mighty Fortress for flute and piano 

Rich Heffler 

 

Ein feste Burg ist unser Gott ("A Mighty Fortress Is Our God") 

Aria  

J.S. Bach (B.W.V. 80), Arr. By Ronald Dishinger  

Chorus  

J.S. Bach (B.W.V. 80), Transcribed by Gerald Near 

 

Johann Sebastian Bach (1685 – 1750) was a German composer and musician of the Baroque period and is 

generally regarded as one of the greatest composers and Lutheran musicians of all time. Ein feste Burg ist 

unser Gott ("A Mighty Fortress Is Our God"), B.W.V. 80, is a chorale cantata composed in Leipzig for 

Reformation Day based on Luther’s hymn. An early version (BWV 80b) of the work may have been written as 

early as 1723, and a later version with an extended chorale fantasia as the opening movement was possibly 

written in 1735.  

 

 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/BWV

