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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Holy Communion will be celebrated as part of this morning’s worship service. Here at Our Savior Lutheran Church, we 

practice “membership communion” and ask that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. On page 156 in the 

front of the hymnal, there is a “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” you can use to prepare to receive Christ’s true 

body and blood. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide 

church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather before 

our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 

deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 

us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  Lee Nelson, Tim Smith 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

This is (y)our life—Imitating August 12, 1018 

The book of Ephesians is an incredibly practical book for Christians at every stage of life. Here we see what the Christian life looks 

like, and what it doesn’t look like. Over the next several weeks, we will explore Paul’s letter to the Ephesians as if we were paging 

through a family photo album. We’ll see how we were adopted as God’s children (baby photos), how we are united as one family 

(the group family picture), we’ll also page through graduation pictures, wedding photos, and more. This is your life! Yet, thankfully, 

because we’re all in this together – this is OUR life. We encourage you to read through the book of Ephesians in your personal 

devotions in preparation for this practical worship series – This is (y)our life.  

Today, we learn how as God’s children, we are called to imitate our heavenly Father in how we live and interact with one another.  
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~Please stand 

HYMN | #169  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 

Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:  Amen.  

Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to 

forgive us. 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.   

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made us alive in Christ even when we were 

dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

INVOCATION 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

DIVINE SERVICE 

Invocation:  This comes from the latin “invoco” which describes the act of calling upon or asking for help or support. As we begin our worship,  we call on the name of 
the triune God, who is our ever-present help and strength and in whose name we were baptized. The sign of the cross then reminds worshipers of their baptisms. 

The Confession and Forgiveness of Sins: The use of the keys (the power to forgive sins) is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  to 
forgive the sins of penitent sinners. See John 20:21-23. 
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Lord, Have Mercy:  “Kyrie” is the Greek word for “Lord.” The expression “Lord have mercy” is one of the oldest worship responses in the Christian church. 

Hymn of Praise:  Purified of our sin, we respond with a song of praise, based on the angel’s song at Jesus’ birth. “Glory to God in the Highest” has been a Christian 
song of worship since the fourth century. 

 

GLORY BE TO GOD  | Gloria in Excelsis 

LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie, eleison 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our 

prayer, O Lord 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, 

O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Lord of life, live in us that we may life for you.  

Amen. 
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THE WORD 

Let us pray: 

Almighty and everlasting God, you are always more ready to hear than we to pray, and to give more than we either desire or 

deserve. Pour upon us the abundance of your mercy, forgiving us those things of which our conscience is afraid, and giving 

us those good things for which we are not worthy to ask, except through the merits and mediation of your Son, Jesus Christ 

our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

~Please be seated 

SALUTATION 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Word: We sit at the feet of Jesus, like Mary did, to hear the Word (Luke 10:42). Here is time for meditating, strengthening, forgiveness, instruction, and response.  

Salutation:  This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship and marks the beginning of the Word and the Sacrament sections of the service. 

Prayer of the Day:  Following an ancient outline, the prayer of the day asks for one specific blessing.  This prayer changes each Sunday, according to the Bible 
readings for that Sunday.  
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The Lord delivers his people from slavery 

 

15 For seven days you are to eat bread made without yeast. On the first day remove the yeast from your houses, for whoever 

eats anything with yeast in it from the first day through the seventh must be cut off from Israel. 16 On the first day hold a 

sacred assembly, and another one on the seventh day. Do no work at all on these days, except to prepare food for everyone 

to eat—that is all you may do. 

17 “Celebrate the Feast of Unleavened Bread, because it was on this very day that I brought your divisions out of Egypt. 

Celebrate this day as a lasting ordinance for the generations to come. 18 In the first month you are to eat bread made 

without yeast, from the evening of the fourteenth day until the evening of the twenty-first day. 19 For seven days no yeast is 

to be found in your houses. And whoever eats anything with yeast in it must be cut off from the community of Israel, 

whether he is an alien or native-born. 20 Eat nothing made with yeast. Wherever you live, you must eat unleavened bread.” 

21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and select the animals for your families 

and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on 

the top and on both sides of the doorframe. Not one of you shall go out the door of his house until morning. 23 When the 

Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and 

will pass over that doorway, and he will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 

24 “Obey these instructions as a lasting ordinance for you and your descendants. 25 When you enter the land that the 

Lord will give you as he promised, observe this ceremony. 26 And when your children ask you, ‘What does this ceremony 

mean to you?’ 27 then tell them, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice to the Lord, who passed over the houses of the Israelites in Egypt 

and spared our homes when he struck down the Egyptians.’ ” Then the people bowed down and worshiped. 28 The Israelites 

did just what the Lord commanded Moses and Aaron. 

29 At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt, from the firstborn of Pharaoh, who sat on the throne, to 

the firstborn of the prisoner, who was in the dungeon, and the firstborn of all the livestock as well. 30 Pharaoh and all his 

officials and all the Egyptians got up during the night, and there was loud wailing in Egypt, for there was not a house 

without someone dead. 

31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my people, you and the Israelites! Go, 

worship the Lord as you have requested. 

FIRST READING | Exodus 12:15-31 (pg. 104) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

First Reading: The First Reading is typically taken from the Old Testament and occasionally from the Book of Acts. In it we learn of God’s mighty words and deeds 
with the Old Testament Church, the people of Israel. 
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Psalm:  The Psalm is the most ancient part of our worship service. While most of our liturgy is 1,800 years old, Jews have been singing Psalms in worship for 3,000 
years. 

It is the Lord who delivers us, so we take refuge in him.  

PSALM OF THE DAY | Psalm 34 

1  I will extol the Lord at all times; 

his praise will always be on my lips. 
2  My soul will boast in the Lord; 

let the afflicted hear and rejoice. 
3  Glorify the Lord with me; 

let us exalt his name together. 
4  I sought the Lord, and he answered me; 

he delivered me from all my fears. 
5  Those who look to him are radiant; 

their faces are never covered with shame. 
6  This poor man called, and the Lord heard him; 

he saved him out of all his troubles. 
7  The angel of the Lord encamps around those who fear 

him, and he delivers them. 
8  Taste and see that the Lord is good; 

blessed is the man who takes refuge in him. 
9  Fear the Lord, you his saints, 

for those who fear him lack nothing. 
10  The lions may grow weak and hungry, 

but those who seek the Lord lack no good 

thing. 
11  Come, my children, listen to me; 

I will teach you the fear of the Lord. 

12  Whoever of you loves life 

and desires to see many good days, 
13  keep your tongue from evil 

and your lips from speaking lies. 
14  Turn from evil and do good; 

seek peace and pursue it. 
15  The eyes of the Lord are on the righteous 

and his ears are attentive to their cry; 
16  the face of the Lord is against those who do evil, 

to cut off the memory of them from the earth. 
17  The righteous cry out, and the Lord hears them; 

he delivers them from all their troubles. 
18  The Lord is close to the brokenhearted 

and saves those who are crushed in spirit. 
19  A righteous man may have many troubles, 

but the Lord delivers him from them all; 
20  he protects all his bones, 

not one of them will be broken. 
21  Evil will slay the wicked;  

the foes of the righteous will be condemned. 
22  The Lord redeems his servants; 

no one will be condemned who takes refuge in 

him. 
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Because of the Lord’s great deliverance, we will be careful to avoid temptation and sin 

 

For I do not want you to be ignorant of the fact, brothers, that our forefathers were all under the cloud and that they all 

passed through the sea. 2 They were all baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea. 3 They all ate the same spiritual food 
4 and drank the same spiritual drink; for they drank from the spiritual rock that accompanied them, and that rock was 

Christ. 5 Nevertheless, God was not pleased with most of them; their bodies were scattered over the desert. 

 

11 These things happened to them as examples and were written down as warnings for us, on whom the fulfillment of 

the ages has come. 12 So, if you think you are standing firm, be careful that you don’t fall! 13 No temptation has seized you 

except what is common to man. And God is faithful; he will not let you be tempted beyond what you can bear. But when you 

are tempted, he will also provide a way out so that you can stand up under it. 

SECOND READING | 1 Corinthians 10:1-5, 11-13 (pg. 1782) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Second Reading: The Second Reading is from the New Testament letters of the apostles or the Revelation to St. John. It stresses Christian faith and Christian living 
as a response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

 

GOSPEL | John 6:24-35 (pg. 1656) 

The Lord delivers us and through our faith in him, nourishes us spiritually 

 

24 Once the crowd realized that neither Jesus nor his disciples were there, they got into the boats and went to Capernaum in 

search of Jesus. 

25 When they found him on the other side of the lake, they asked him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?” 

26 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you 

ate the loaves and had your fill. 27 Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 

Man will give you. On him God the Father has placed his seal of approval.” 

28 Then they asked him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 

29 Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one he has sent.” 

The Gospel according to St. John  chapter 6. 

Glory be to you, O Lord.  
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Gospel:  The congregation stands for the reading of the Gospel. (In the past, soldiers put down their weapons and kings removed their crowns when the Gospel was 
read.) Christ—his life, his words of law and Gospel, his suffering and death, his resurrection, his ascension, his assignment to the Church, his promise to return—is the 
center of the Gospel.  The faithful have waited for this moment, this reading. They stand in reverence. After hearing the Gospel, we respond with a joyful acclamation 
of praise.  

This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

~Please be seated 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s church, where they will hear a Bible 

story, sing songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft.   

30 So they asked him, “What miraculous sign then will you give that we may see it and believe you? What will you do? 31 

Our forefathers ate the manna in the desert; as it is written: ‘He gave them bread from heaven to eat.’” 

32 Jesus said to them, “I tell you the truth, it is not Moses who has given you the bread from heaven, but it is my Father 

who gives you the true bread from heaven. 33 For the bread of God is he who comes down from heaven and gives life to the 

world.” 

34 “Sir,” they said, “from now on give us this bread.” 

35 Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. He who comes to me will never go hungry, and he who believes in me will 

never be thirsty. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY | #750  Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

Hymn of the Day:  The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

Sermon: The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed representative who illuminates the 
Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings law 
and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.  
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SERMON | Ephesians 4:30-5:2 

30 And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were 

sealed for the day of redemption. 31 Get rid of all bitterness, 

rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of 

malice. 32 Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving 

each other, just as in Christ God forgave you. 

Be imitators of God, therefore, as dearly loved children 2 

and live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself 

up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

 

Sermon: The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed representative who illuminates the 
Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings law 

and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.  

NOTES 
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~Please stand 

After the sermon, the congregation sings: 
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from God, Light from 

Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and 

became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried.  On the 

third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son,  who in unity with 

the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

Christian* and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

NICENE CREED | Credo 

~Please be seated 

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to support his 

saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution (the latter two 

provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Confession of Faith:  Public confession is faith’s response to God’s saving Word.  Christian’s composed the Nicene Creed in the fourth century to defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both Jesus Christ and the Holy Spirit are true God, equal to the Father in one eternal, undivided Trinity. 

* The original text here reads “catholic,” a word meaning “universal.”  The Church consists of all believers in heaven and earth, of every time in history. 

Prayer of the Church:  The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. 

Offering: Moved by God’s love in Christ, we offer him our first and best gifts, purely out of thanks to him.  
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and 

everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his 

kingdom and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 

hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

~Please stand 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  | Sanctus 

Preface:  The opening words of the communion liturgy mark the beginning of the Sacrament section of the service and lift the worshipers’ hearts in praise.  The 
opening sentences are among the oldest in the Christian liturgy. 

Holy, Holy, Holy:  “Sanctus” means “holy.”  Used possibly as early as the second century, this canticle was in wide use among Christians in worship by the fourteenth 
century. It incorporates elements of Isaiah 6:3 and Matthew 21:9.  
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember 

the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us 

through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

Amen. 

Prayer of Thanksgiving:  Jesus took bread and “gave thanks.”   See Matthew 26:26 

Lord’s Prayer:   The Lord’s Prayer was given by our Savior to his Church in response  to the disciples’ request to be taught to pray.   See Matthew 6:9-13.   The 
conclusion to the prayer, also known as the Doxology, was a common conclusion to ancient prayers.  
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LAMB OF GOD  | Agnus Dei 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (†) blood of the new 

covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

~Please be seated 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as Christians who are 

united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

HYMN | #742  What is this Bread?  
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PRAYER 

SONG OF SIMEON | Nunc Dimittis 

Song of Simeon: The “Nunc Dimittis” (“Now dismiss”) is also known as the “Song of Simeon.”  Through God’s Word and Sacrament, we have seen Jesus Christ, and 
like Simeon we find divine peace and comfort through faith in the Savior. 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to eat and to drink in this 

sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us 

to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture all believers to 

prepare them for lives of Christian service. 
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

HYMN | #334  Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 

Blessing:  This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  It is known as the Aaronic blessing because the Lord first instructed Aaron, the first 
High Priest of the children of Israel, to share the promise of blessing: “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27). 
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