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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide 

church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather before 

our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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The book of Ephesians is an incredibly practical book for Christians at every stage of life. Here we see what the Christian life looks 

like, and what it doesn’t look like. Over the next several weeks, we will explore Paul’s letter to the Ephesians as if we were paging 

through a family photo album. We’ll see how we were adopted as God’s children (baby photos), how we are united as one family 

(the group family picture), we’ll also page through graduation pictures, wedding photos, and more. This is your life! Yet, thankfully, 

because we’re all in this together – this is OUR life. We encourage you to read through the book of Ephesians in your personal 

devotions in preparation for this practical worship series – This is (y)our life.  

Today, we see how God’s goodness and mercy shown us in Jesus, our Savior, moves us to model a life different from the world 

around us.  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, you reveal your mighty power chiefly in showing mercy and kindness. Grant us the full measure of your grace that we 

may obtain your promises and become partakers of your heavenly glory; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  Doug Lamon, Brent Panell 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 
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~Please stand 

HYMN | #283  Speak, O Savior; I Am Listening 

MORNING PRAISE 

“Morning Praise” is based on the historic service called “Matins.” Joined to Christ, our risen Lord, we glorify God as we rise to the activities of this new day.  

Opening Sentences:  The opening sentences resemble the urgent prayers of those who are threatened by enemies (Psalm 70:1). They verbalize the heartfelt needs of 

all who have gathered to worship the God of justice, truth, and mercy. With these words the gather believers call for the Lord’s help and thus begin their worship.  

COME, OH, COME, LET US SING | Venite 



 

5 

Venite:  This song is called the Venite because of its opening word in Latin (Venite = come). With these words from Psalm 95, the worshiper makes a joyful noise in 
praise of the maker of heaven and earth.  
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MORNING PSALM  | Psalm 5 
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8 Now the king of Aram was at war with Israel. After conferring with his officers, he said, “I will set up my camp in such 

and such a place.” 

9 The man of God sent word to the king of Israel: “Beware of passing that place, because the Arameans are going down 

there.” 10 So the king of Israel checked on the place indicated by the man of God. Time and again Elisha warned the king, so 

that he was on his guard in such places. 

11 This enraged the king of Aram. He summoned his officers and demanded of them, “Will you not tell me which of us is 

on the side of the king of Israel?” 

12 “None of us, my lord the king,” said one of his officers, “but Elisha, the prophet who is in Israel, tells the king of Israel 

the very words you speak in your bedroom.” 

13 “Go, find out where he is,” the king ordered, “so I can send men and capture him.” The report came back: “He is in 

Dothan.” 14 Then he sent horses and chariots and a strong force there. They went by night and surrounded the city. 

15 When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the next morning, an army with horses and chariots 

had surrounded the city. “Oh, my lord, what shall we do?” the servant asked. 

16 “Don’t be afraid,” the prophet answered. “Those who are with us are more than those who are with them.” 

17 And Elisha prayed, “O Lord, open his eyes so he may see.” Then the Lord opened the servant’s eyes, and he looked 

and saw the hills full of horses and chariots of fire all around Elisha. 

FIRST READING | 2 Kings 6:8-17 (pg. 579) 

THE WORD 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

The Word: We sit at the feet of Jesus, like Mary did, to hear the Word (Luke 10:42). Here is time for meditating, strengthening, forgiveness, instruction, and response.  



 

8 

35 By this time it was late in the day, so his disciples came to him. “This is a remote place,” they said, “and it’s already 

very late. 36 Send the people away so they can go to the surrounding countryside and villages and buy themselves 

something to eat.” 

37 But he answered, “You give them something to eat.” 

They said to him, “That would take eight months of a man’s wages! Are we to go and spend that much on bread and 

give it to them to eat?” 

38 “How many loaves do you have?” he asked. “Go and see.” 

When they found out, they said, “Five—and two fish.” 

39 Then Jesus directed them to have all the people sit down in groups on the green grass. 40 So they sat down in groups 

of hundreds and fifties. 41 Taking the five loaves and the two fish and looking up to heaven, he gave thanks and broke the 

loaves. Then he gave them to his disciples to set before the people. He also divided the two fish among them all. 42 They all 

ate and were satisfied, 43 and the disciples picked up twelve basketfuls of broken pieces of bread and fish. 44 The number of 

the men who had eaten was five thousand. 

GOSPEL |  Mark 6:35-44 (pg. 1563) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Give thanks to the Lord; call on his name; make known among the nations what he has done. 

SEASONAL RESPONSE 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s church, where they will hear a Bible 

story, sing songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft.   
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Hymn of the Day: The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

Sermon:   The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed representative who illuminates 

the Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings 
law and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.  

HYMN OF THE DAY | #402  My Faith Looks Up to Thee 

SERMON | Ephesians 4:17-24 (pg. 1821) 

17 So I tell you this, and insist on it in the Lord, that you 

must no longer live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of 

their thinking. 18 They are darkened in their understanding 

and separated from the life of God because of the 

ignorance that is in them due to the hardening of their 

hearts. 19 Having lost all sensitivity, they have given 

themselves over to sensuality so as to indulge in every 

kind of impurity, with a continual lust for more. 

20 You, however, did not come to know Christ that 

way. 21 Surely you heard of him and were taught in him in 

accordance with the truth that is in Jesus. 22 You were 

taught, with regard to your former way of life, to put off 

your old self, which is being corrupted by its deceitful 

desires; 23 to be made new in the attitude of your minds; 24 

and to put on the new self, created to be like God in true 

righteousness and holiness. 

 

NOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

10 

You are God:  The song “You are God, We Praise You (in Latin, Te Deum Laudamus), is one of the ancient hymns of the Christian Church, dating back to the Fourth 
century. 

YOU ARE GOD, WE PRAISE YOU | Te Deum 

~Please stand 
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~Please be seated 
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OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to 

support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution 

(the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord have Mercy: We lift up our prayers with a cry for mercy to the Lord. Lord have mercy is one of the most ancient responses of the Christian Church.  

Lord’s Prayer:  The Lord’s Prayer was given by our Savior to his Church in response  to the disciples’ request to be taught to pray (See Matthew 6:9-13). The 

conclusion to the prayer, also known as the Doxology, was a common conclusion to ancient prayers.  

LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our 

prayer, O Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lost the hope of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, 

O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen.  

~Please be seated 
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this new day.  Defend us with your 

mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to 

what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

Amen.  

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

HYMN | #745  May the Peace 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture all believers to 

prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

Blessing:  This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  It is known as the Aaronic blessing because the Lord first instructed Aaron, the first 
High Priest of the children of Israel, to share the promise of blessing: “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27). 
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HYMN | #745  May the Peace 
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