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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also 
gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful 
Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  
You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
July 27th, 2014  

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Roger Benz 

Ushers:  Roger Benz, Erik Roberson 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 
Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 
Cell:  (205) 478-6843 
Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

In the book of Romans, the apostle Paul clearly and 
succinctly lays out God’s plan of salvation. Over the 
next several weeks, we are going to be taking a closer 
look at this book and see how it describes the main 
points of our saving faith, one word at a time. 

Today’s word that summarizes our lesson is “buried.”  
The Christian is able to love God above all things 
because he was buried with Christ through baptism 
into death. The resurrection to faith created a new 
man freed from sin and free to live wholly and 
completely for Christ. Our baptism enables us to love 
God above all, and it empowers us to do so daily. This 
is the meaning of baptism for our daily life.  
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BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 
service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you 
with all our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep 
us safe in your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 
with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons 
for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 
allow you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some 

songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just 
before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 
service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 
(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 
called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church 
body with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as 
well as Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries 
through world mission work.  
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DIVINE SERVICE 

God’s people long to 

gather together for 

strength from God and 
for mutual 

encouragement.  This 

alternate beginning for 
worship is intended for 

use not only when there 

is a baptism but may be 

used on any occasion to 
remind God’s people of 

Baptism’s continuing 

blessings. 

leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  

congregation:  Amen. 

L I tell you the truth, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless he is born of water and 
the Spirit.  

C Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spirit.                        (John 3:5,6)
  

L Surely we were sinful at birth, sinful from the time our mothers conceived us. (Psalm 51:5) 

C But we were washed, we were sanctified, we were justified in the name of the Lord 
Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of our God.              (1 Corinthians 6:11) 

GATHERING RITE ON HOLY BAPTISM 

OPENING HYMN             #294 

Baptized into your Name Most Holy 

~Please Stand 
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L As baptized children of God, we confess our sins. 

C Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful and that I have disobeyed 
you in my thoughts, words, and actions. I have done what is evil and failed to do what 
is good. For this I deserve your punishment both now and in eternity. But I am truly 
sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, I pray: Lord, have mercy on 

me, a sinner.  

L Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her to make her holy, cleansing her by 
the washing with water through the word, and to present her to himself as a radiant 
church, without stain or wrinkle or any other blemish, but holy and blameless (Ephesians 

5:25-27). Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all 
your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†)  and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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L Let us pray: 

God of all power and might, you are the giver of all that is good. Help us love you with all 
our heart, strengthen us in true faith, provide us with all we need, and keep us safe in 
your care; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

5 Then the prophet Jeremiah replied to the prophet Hananiah before the priests and all 
the people who were standing in the house of the LORD. 6 He said, “Amen! May the LORD do 
so! May the LORD fulfill the words you have prophesied by bringing the articles of the LORD’s 
house and all the exiles back to this place from Babylon. 7 Nevertheless, listen to what I have 
to say in your hearing and in the hearing of all the people: 8 From early times the prophets 
who preceded you and me have prophesied war, disaster and plague against many countries 
and great kingdoms. 9 But the prophet who prophesies peace will be recognized as one truly 
sent by the LORD only if his prediction comes true.” 

THE WORD 

Loving God above all 
means loving God’s 
Word, even when  
it’s not what people 
want to hear. 

FIRST LESSON Jeremiah 28:5-9 (pg. 1220) 



� 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 89 
The Messiah finds his 
greatest joy in 
proclaiming God's love 
and faithfulness to all 
generations. 

L Refrain.  
C Refrain.  
 

The congregation is invited to join in the refrain after each of the verses.  

 
I will sing forever of your love and in ev’ry age proclaim your truth. 
O Lord, I am sure that your love lasts forever and your truth is as firm as the heav’ns. Refrain. 
 
I have found David, my servant, with my holy oil anointed him,  
My hand shall always be with him, and my arm it shall strengthen him. Refrain.  
 
I find pleasure in your name, O Lord, and your justice fills my heart with joy. 
How bless’d are they who acclaim you as King and who walk in the light of your face. Refrain. 
 
My truth and my love shall be with him, in my name his might shall be lifted up.  
He will say to me “You are my Father, my God, the Rock of my Salvation.” Refrain.  
 
To my chosen one I made a promise. I have sworn to David, my servant, 
“A descendant of yours will always be King, and your throne will last till the end of time.  
Refrain.  
 
I will keep my promise to him, and my love shall last forever.  
He will say to me “You are my Father, My God, the rock of my salvation. Refrain. 
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Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase? 2 By no means! We died to sin; how 
can we live in it any longer? 3 Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 
Jesus were baptized into his death? 4 We were therefore buried with him through baptism 
into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the 
Father, we too may live a new life. 

5 If we have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united 
with him in his resurrection. 6 For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the 
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin— 7 because 
anyone who has died has been freed from sin. 

8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. 9 For we know that 
since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over 
him. 10 The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. 

11 In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The Christian is able to 
love God above all 
things because he was  
buried with Christ 
through baptism into 
death. 

SECOND LESSON Romans 6:1-11 (pg. 1754) 
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34 “Do not suppose that I have come to bring peace to the earth. I did not come to bring 
peace, but a sword. 35 For I have come to turn 

“ ‘a man against his father, 
a daughter against her mother, 

a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law— 
36    a man’s enemies will be the members of his own household.’ 

37 “Anyone who loves his father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; anyone 
who loves his son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me; 38 and anyone who does not 
take his cross and follow me is not worthy of me. 39 Whoever finds his life will lose it, and 
whoever loses his life for my sake will find it. 

40 “He who receives you receives me, and he who receives me receives the one who sent 
me. 41 Anyone who receives a prophet because he is a prophet will receive a prophet’s 
reward, and anyone who receives a righteous man because he is a righteous man will receive 
a righteous man’s reward. 42 And if anyone gives even a cup of cold water to one of these 
little ones because he is my disciple, I tell you the truth, he will certainly not lose his reward.” 
 

~Please stand 

GOSPEL Matthew 10:34-42 (pg. 1512) 

The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of acclamation 
out of respect for the 
word of Christ, our 
King. 
 
Jesus calls us to love 
him above all— 
more than family or 
friends, more than 
personal safety or even 
life itself. Such total 
commitment to Christ  
will not bring peace to 
your life, but constant 
conflict with the sinful 
world around you. 

After the announcement of the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

After the Gospel, the congregation sings: 

Children are invited to 
assemble at the front 
for a children’s 
message. 
 
During the singing of 
the hymn, parents may 
choose to escort their 
young child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear a 
Bible story, sing songs, 
learn a prayer, and do a 
craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

~Please be seated 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #736 

All Christians Who Have Been Baptized The Hymn of the Day is 
assigned to this day 
because of its rich 
content and connection 
to the day’s Gospel. 



�� 

SERMON Romans 6:1-11 



�� 

L Holy Baptism is the precious means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us 
with Christ in his life, death, and resurrection. The apostle Paul says: “Don’t you know 
that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his death? We were 
therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was 
raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life. If we 
have been united with him like this in his death, we will certainly also be united with him 
in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body 
of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because 
anyone who has died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe 
that we will also live with him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, 
he cannot die again; death no longer has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to 
sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. In the same way, count yourselves 
dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.”  

In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We 
solemnly renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of 
faith in God the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

RENUNCIATION AND CONFESSION OF FAITH 

L I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

C Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

L Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

C Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty,  
  maker of heaven and earth. 

L Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

C Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

  who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  
  born of the virgin Mary,  
  suffered under Pontius Pilate,  
  was crucified, died, and was buried. 
 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  
 He ascended into heaven  
  and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

~Please stand 

REMEMBRANCE OF BAPTISM 
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OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in 
Christ, we offer him our 
first and best gifts, 
purely out of thanks to 
him.  

C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

C Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,  
  the holy Christian Church,  
  the communion of saints,  
  the forgiveness of sins,  

  the resurrection of the body,  
  and the life everlasting. Amen. 
L Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament 

and in faith and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you 
live? 

C Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

L Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of 
water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace 
to life everlasting. 

~Please Be Seated 
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“Sanctus” means 
“holy.”  Used possibly 
as early as the second 
century, this canticle 
was in wide use among 
Christians in worship 
by the fourteenth 
century. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The opening words of 
the communion liturgy 
mark the beginning of 
the Sacrament section 
of the service and lift 
the worshipers’ hearts 
in praise.  The opening 
sentences are among 
the oldest in the 
Christian liturgy. 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 

L It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
promised that where two or three come together in his name, there he is with them to 
shepherd his flock till he comes again in glory. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and 
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ~  Sanctus 
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L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 
the pastor both 
proclaims the words of 
Jesus to the 
congregation and sets 
apart the bread and 
wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross 
reminds us of Christ’s 
death. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

~Please be seated 

Jesus is God’s Lamb 
(Agnus Dei), who was 
offered as a sacrifice 
for sin once for all. 

LAMB OF GOD  ~  Agnus Dei 
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The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper 
connects us intimately 
with Christ and with one 
another who are united 
around a common 
confession of faith.    

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 
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THANKSGIVING 

The “Nunc 
Dimittis” (“Now 
dismiss”) is also known 
as the “Song of 
Simeon.”  Through 
God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we have 
seen Jesus Christ, and 
like Simeon we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through faith 
in the Savior. 

SONG OF SIMEON ~  Nunc Dimittis 

~Please stand 

L O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C And his mercy endures forever.  

L O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to 
share our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and 
peace in this sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our 
hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 
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L The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for 
lives of service. 

C Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, 
and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

L Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

The blessing of Aaron 
has been spoken over 
God’s people for over 
3,500 years.  The Lord 
said, “So they will put 
my name on [them], 
and I will bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

BLESSING 

~Please be seated 

CLOSING HYMN #299 

All Who Believe and Are Baptized 
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