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THE SAVIOR IS
OUR COMPASSIONATE SHEPHERD

NINTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST
JuLy 26, 2015
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OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH

July 26, 2015 | Ninth Sunday after Pentecost

WELCOME TO WORSHIP

Welcome! Thank you for joining us for worship this morning. In our service we gather
before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise. We also gather to
strengthen ourselves through the study of God's holy and powerful Word. If you are a
guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway. You can place it in the
offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave.

SERVING IN WORSHIP

Sound / Music: Rhoda Holbrook
Ushers: Bob Holbrook

Service Leader: Mr. Roger Benz
Pastor Ben Kratz
Church Office: (205) 677-8642
Cell: (205) 478-6843
Email: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY

Today we see that God has established the public ministry so that our faith might be fed.
That important work is compared to the work that a shepherd does for his sheep. Jesus
is and will always remain the one Good Shepherd. Yet, he cares for his flock through
shepherds working under him. May we as God's people always honor those shepherds
and cherish the blessings God gives us through them.

BEFORE WORSHIP

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the
service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer:

Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do
anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according
to your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



FOR FAMILIES

Children's Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture
lessons for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary.

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that
will allow you to see and hear the service.

Children's Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing
some songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children's
church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder.

INFORMATION

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary.

Looking for more information? If you would like to learn more about Our Savior
Lutheran Church...

e check out our information table in the entryway,

e Scan the code to the right with your smartphone

o speak with Pastor Kratz after the service, send him an email at:
Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at (205) 677-
8642.

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred
churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS. The WELS is a world-

wide church body with congregations serving all fifty of the
United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and AR WE LS
Y

over 25 countries through world mission work. Christ's Love, Our Calling.
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DIVINE SERVICE

HYMN | #582 Awake, My Soul and with the Sun

~Please stand

INVOCATION
The name of the triune , ..
God and the sign of the [t]eader: In the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the Holy Spirit.
cross remind .
worshipers of their Mongregation: Amen.
baptisms.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
The use of the keys
(the power to forgive Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him
sins) is that special . . .
power and right which in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Christ to hi . ..
Ch::rsChg:';/ Zac:th_{sto Lord of life, | confess that | am by nature dead in sin.
forgive the sins of For faithless worrying and selfish pride,
penitent sinners . . . .
(See John 20:21-23). For sins of habit and sins of choice,

For the evil | have done and the good | have failed to do,
You should cast me away from your presence forever.
O Lord, | am sorry for my sins. Forgive me for Jesus' sake.

Silence for personal confession and reflection

Christ has died. Christ is risen. Christ will come again. In his great mercy, God
made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins. Hear the word of Christ
through his called servant:

| forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (i) and of the
Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie

“Kyrie" is the Greek

[t] In peace, let us pray to the Lord. word for “Lord.” The
expression “Lord, have
For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they mercy” is one of the
X . oldest responses in the
need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. Christian church.

Lord, have mercy.

[t] Forthe spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in
sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Christ, have mercy.

[t] For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven
as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

[t] Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you.

Amen.

GLORY BE TO GOD | Gloria in Excelsis Christians praise God
by proclaiming the
great things he has
done to accomplish our

HYMN | #263 A// Glory Be to God on High rescue from sin. “Glory
to God in the Highest
has been a Christian
song of worship since
the fourth century.

SALUTATION

. This greeting has deep

[t The Lord be with you. roots in Christian

. worship and marks the
And also with you. beginning of the Word

and the Sacrament
sections of the service.

PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray:

Grant us, Lord, the spirit to think and do what is right that we, who cannot do
anything that is good without you, may by your help be enabled to live according to
your will; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

~Please be seated
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THE WORD

LESSON | Numbers 27:12-23 (pg. 255)

2Then the LORD said to Moses, “Go up this mountain in the Abarim range and see

the land | have given the Israelites. ™ After you have seen it, you too will be gathered to
Moses asks God for a your people, as your brother Aaron was, ' for when the community rebelled at the
shepherd for his people. . . .

waters in the Desert of Zin, both of you disobeyed my command to honor me as holy

before their eyes.” (These were the waters of Meribah Kadesh, in the Desert of Zin.)

>Moses said to the LORD, '®“May the LORD, the God of the spirits of all mankind,
appoint a man over this community " to go out and come in before them, one who will
lead them out and bring them in, so the LORD’s people will not be like sheep without a
shepherd.”

'8So the LORD said to Moses, “Take Joshua son of Nun, a man in whom is the spirit,
and lay your hand on him. ' Have him stand before Eleazar the priest and the entire
assembly and commission him in their presence. 2° Give him some of your authority so
the whole Israelite community will obey him. ?'He is to stand before Eleazar the priest,
who will obtain decisions for him by inquiring of the Urim before the LORD. At his
command he and the entire community of the Israelites will go out, and at his command
they will come in.”

22 Moses did as the LORD commanded him. He took Joshua and had him stand before
Eleazar the priest and the whole assembly. 2 Then he laid his hands on him and
commissioned him, as the LORD instructed through Moses.

PSALM OF THE DAY | Psalm 23

The Lord shepherds his
people in every way,

including through his HYMN | #360 The Lord’s My Shepherd

under-shepherds.
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LESSON | Hebrews 13:7-8, 17-21 (pg. 1879)

Remember your leaders
"Remember your leaders, who spoke the word of God to you. Consider the outcome of who serve Jesus, the
their way of life and imitate their faith. 8 Jesus Christ is the same yesterday and today and fgig;éhephem of the

forever.

7 Obey your leaders and submit to their authority. They keep watch over you as men
who must give an account. Obey them so that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that
would be of no advantage to you.

8Pray for us. We are sure that we have a clear conscience and desire to live honorably in
every way. | particularly urge you to pray so that | may be restored to you soon.

20 May the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, ?' equip you with everything
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus Christ,
to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen.

VERSE OF THE DAY |
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The congregation
stands and speaks
words of acclamation
out of respect for the
word of Christ, our
King.

The shepherds return
and, with the rest of the
sheep, are fed by the
Good Shepherd.

Children are invited to
assemble at the front
for a children’s
message.

During the singing of
the next hymn, parents
may choose to escort
their young child(ren)
to our children’s
church, where they will
hear a Bible story, sing
some songs, learn a
prayer, and do a craft.

The Hymn of the Day is
assigned to this day
because of its rich
content and connection
to the day’s Gospel.

8| PAGE

GOSPEL | Mark 6:30-34 (pg. 1562)

~Please stand

The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 6.
Glory be to you, O Lord.

30 The apostles gathered around Jesus and reported to him all they had done and
taught. 3 Then, because so many people were coming and going that they did not even
have a chance to eat, he said to them, “Come with me by yourselves to a quiet place and
get some rest.”

3250 they went away by themselves in a boat to a solitary place. **But many who saw
them leaving recognized them and ran on foot from all the towns and got there ahead of
them. 3*When Jesus landed and saw a large crowd, he had compassion on them,
because they were like sheep without a shepherd. So he began teaching them many
things.

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ.

~Please be seated

CHILDREN’'S MESSAGE

CHILDREN’S CHURCH

HYMN | #362 Lord Jesus Christ, My Savior Blest



SERMON | Jeremiah 23:1-6

23"Woe to the shepherds who are destroying and scattering the sheep of my

pasture!” declares the LORD. 2 Therefore this is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says to
the shepherds who tend my people: “Because you have scattered my flock and driven
them away and have not bestowed care on them, | will bestow punishment on you for
the evil you have done,” declares the LORD. 3“I myself will gather the remnant of my flock
out of all the countries where | have driven them and will bring them back to their
pasture, where they will be fruitful and increase in number.*1 will place shepherds over
them who will tend them, and they will no longer be afraid or terrified, nor will any be
missing,” declares the LORD.

®> “The days are coming,” declares the LORD,
“when | will raise up to David a righteous Branch,
a King who will reign wisely
and do what is just and right in the land.
¢ In his days Judah will be saved
and Israel will live in safety.
This is the name by which he will be called:
The LOrRD Our Righteousness.

NICENE CREED | credo

~Please stand

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all
that is, seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not
made, of one being with the Father. Through him all things were made. For us and
for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and
the virgin Mary, and became fully human. For our sake he was crucified under
Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried. On the third day he rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right
hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the
Father and the Son, who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and
glorified who has spoken through the prophets. We believe in one holy Christian*
and apostolic Church. We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come. Amen.

~Please be seated

Public confession is
faith’s response to
God'’s saving Word.
Christian’s composed
the Nicene Creed in the
fourth century to
defend the Bible's
teachings that both
Jesus Christ and the
Holy Spirit are true
God, equal to the
Father in one eternal,
undivided Trinity.

"The original text here
reads “catholic,” a
word meaning
“universal.” The
Church consists of all
believers in heaven and
earth, of every time in
history.
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OFFERING

Moved by God'’s love in
Christ, we offer him our
first and best gifts,
purely out of thanks to
him.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

The Lord invites our
prayers and asks that
Christians pray for
many people and
circumstances.

~Please stand

LORD’S PRAYER

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

~Please be seated

HYMN | #536 Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head

Verse 1: All
Verse 2: Women
Verse 3: Men
Verse 4: All
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PRAYER

~Please stand

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and
do. Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

Amen.

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped
for lives of service.

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all
nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service.

BLESSING

Brothers and sisters, go in peace. Live in harmony with one another. Serve the Lord
with gladness.

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and (7) give you peace. The blessing of Aaron
has been spoken over
Amen. God'’s people for over

3,500 years. The Lord
said, “So they will put
my name on [them],
and | will bless them”
(Numbers 6:27).

~Please be seated

HYMN | #545 Send, O Lord, Your Holy Spirit
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