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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also 
gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful 
Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  
You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Erik Roberson 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 
Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 
Cell:  (205) 478-6843 
Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

In the book of Romans, the apostle Paul clearly and succinctly lays 

out God’s plan of salvation. Over the next several weeks, we are 

going to be taking a closer look at this book and see how it 

describes the main points of our saving faith, one word at a time. 

The word we are looking at today is RIGHTEOUSNESS.  

Righteousness is another word for sinlessness or moral perfection. 

One way to remember what righteousness is is to ask what makes 

me “right” before God—nothing less than absolute perfection. God 

is righteous, and he demands righteousness from us. Since we are 
not and cannot be righteous on our own, how can we be “right” 

before God? Through faith in Christ, his righteousness is given to 

us! That makes RIGHTEOUSNESS an important word! 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 
service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious 
to us in our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say 
and do; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons 
for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 
allow you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some 

songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just 
before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 
service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 
(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 
called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church 
body with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as 
well as Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries 
through world mission work.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

~Please stand 

leader:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship  
of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

congregation:  And also with you.  

L We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his 
dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  
Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my 
Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me from 
my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent 
death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear 
child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C Amen. 

 

OPENING HYMN #236 

GREETING 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right which 
Christ gave to his 
church on earth:  to 
forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

All Praise to God Who Reigns Above 
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L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

L Let us pray: 

O God, the strength of all who trust in you, mercifully hear our prayers. Be gracious to us 
in our weakness and give us strength to keep your commandments in all we say and do. 

We pray this and all things through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

GLORY TO GOD  ~  ”Gloria in Excelsis” 

This greeting has deep 
roots in Christian 
worship. 

Christians praise God 
by proclaiming the 
great things he has 
done to accomplish our 
rescue from sin.  “Glory 
to God in the Highest” 
has been a Christian 
song of worship since 
the fourth century. 

L In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord.  
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15     Then I will go back to my place 
until they admit their guilt. 

And they will seek my face; 
in their misery they will earnestly seek me.” 

 

6 “Come, let us return to the LORD. 

He has torn us to pieces 
but he will heal us; 

he has injured us 
but he will bind up our wounds. 

2     After two days he will revive us; 
on the third day he will restore us, 
that we may live in his presence. 

3     Let us acknowledge the LORD; 
let us press on to acknowledge him. 

As surely as the sun rises, 
he will appear; 

he will come to us like the winter rains, 
like the spring rains that water the earth.” 

4     “What can I do with you, Ephraim? 
What can I do with you, Judah? 

Your love is like the morning mist, 
like the early dew that disappears. 

5     Therefore I cut you in pieces with my prophets, 
I killed you with the words of my mouth; 
my judgments flashed like lightning upon you. 

6     For I desire mercy, not sacrifice, 
and acknowledgment of God rather than burnt offerings. 

THE WORD 

Merely going through 
the motions of 
repentance did not cut 
it for the Israelites. 
Only the mercy of God 
could solve their 
problem. 

FIRST LESSON Hosea 5:15-6:6 (pg. 1401) 
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18 Against all hope, Abraham in hope believed and so became the father of many nations, 
just as it had been said to him, “So shall your offspring be.” 19 Without weakening in his faith, 
he faced the fact that his body was as good as dead—since he was about a hundred years 
old—and that Sarah’s womb was also dead. 20 Yet he did not waver through unbelief 
regarding the promise of God, but was strengthened in his faith and gave glory to God, 21 

being fully persuaded that God had power to do what he had promised. 22 This is why “it was 
credited to him as righteousness.” 23 The words “it was credited to him” were written not for 
him alone, 24 but also for us, to whom God will credit righteousness—for us who believe in 
him who raised Jesus our Lord from the dead. 25 He was delivered over to death for our sins 
and was raised to life for our justification. 
 

How could God choose 
the people he did? 
Because of an alien 
righteousness, long 
promised and now 
credited to us and to all 
who believe in him who 
raised Jesus from the 
dead.  

SECOND LESSON Romans 4:18-25 (pg. 1752) 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 119 
God's law includes both 
his commands and his 
gracious promises. 

L Refrain 

C Refrain 

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain after each of the verses.  

 

This is what counts for me: to obey your commands. Lord, my part is to keep your word. Your law is 

better than untold wealth.  Refrain.  

Comfort me with your love, just as you promised. Shower my life with tenderness, for I delight in 

your law. Refrain.  

I love your commands more than finest gold. Wonderful are your decrees, I guard them with my 

life. Unfold your word, enlighten the simple. Refrain. 
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9 As Jesus went on from there, he saw a man named Matthew sitting at the tax 
collector’s booth. “Follow me,” he told him, and Matthew got up and followed him. 

10 While Jesus was having dinner at Matthew’s house, many tax collectors and “sinners” 
came and ate with him and his disciples. 11 When the Pharisees saw this, they asked his 
disciples, “Why does your teacher eat with tax collectors and ‘sinners’?” 

12 On hearing this, Jesus said, “It is not the healthy who need a doctor, but the sick. 13 But 
go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy, not sacrifice.’ For I have not come to call the 
righteous, but sinners.” 

~Please be seated 

~Please stand 

After the Gospel, the congregation responds:  

C Praise be to you, O Christ! 

GOSPEL Matthew 9:9-13 (pg. 1509) 

The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of acclamation 
out of respect for the 
word of Christ, our 
King. 
 
Christ wanted ministers 
who knew the mercy of  
God and would share 
the mercy of God.  

VERSE OF THE DAY  
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OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love in 
Christ, we offer him our 
first and best gifts, 
purely out of thanks to 
him.  

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 
there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF THE DAY #392 

Not Unto Us 

SERMON Romans 4:18-25 

APOSTLES CREED 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

The Hymn of the Day is 
assigned to this day 
because of its rich 
content and connection 
to the day’s Gospel. 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.   

Children are invited to 
assemble at the front 
for a children’s 
message. 
 
During the singing of 
the hymn, parents may 
choose to escort their 
young child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear a 
Bible story, sing songs, 
learn a prayer, and do a 
craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

~Please be seated 

L Almighty God, we acknowledge with thanks that all we have and enjoy is a gift from your 
gracious hand. We come before you today in heartfelt appreciation for our nation and its 
people. 

C We thank you for enabling us to worship you in freedom and to serve you without fear. 

L You have enriched us with the bounties of farm and factory, the beauty of forest and 
mountain, and the marvels of medicine and science. 

C For all these blessings, we praise and glorify you. 

L Look with favor upon our nation, and preserve our cherished liberties. Enable our leaders 
to govern with wisdom, honesty, courage, and justice. Protect those who serve in the 
armed forces and those who maintain peace and safety in our communities. 

C Give us willingness to obey our nation’s laws and to work for the common good. 

L Keep our financial institutions secure and our economy strong. Bless our fields that they 
may produce abundant harvests. Guard us from calamities of nature and accident, and 
spare our land from the ravages of disease and epidemic. 

C Teach us not to worry but to cast all our cares on you. 

L Strengthen the homes of our nation. By your Spirit lead husbands and wives to love each 
other, parents to nurture their children, young adults to assume responsibility, and chil-
dren to show respect. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

L Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

L To you, O Lord, we bring our thanks and our requests. 

C Hear our prayers for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. 
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L Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

L Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C Amen.  

 

L The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for 
lives of service. 

C Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, 

and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

  

 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #596 

Let Me Be Yours Forever 

The blessing of Aaron 
has been spoken over 
God’s people for over 
3,500 years.  The Lord 
said, “So they will put 
my name on [them], 
and I will bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

HYMN #388 

Redeemed, Restored, Forgiven 
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