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In Teaching and Practice  
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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also 
gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful 
Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  
You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
June 22nd, 2014 -  Second Sunday after Pentecost 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Rhoda Holbrook 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson, Roger Benz 

Service Leader:  Pastor Keith Kruck 
 
Our Savior’s Pastor:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 
Cell:  (205) 478-6843 
Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Faithfulness to the Word of God— 
In Teaching and in Practice 

At this point in the church year, our focus shifts from 
the life of Christ to the life of the Christian. In today’s 

worship, our Lord reminds us that he wants his people 
to stand firmly on the rock-solid truth of God’s Word 

and then to put his Word into practice in their lives. As 
we hear the teachings of Christ and the application of 
faith in the life of the Christian through the season of 
Pentecost, how fitting that this initial Sunday lays the 

foundation for that teaching and life: the inspired 
Word of God. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 
service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that 
may be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons 
for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 
 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 
allow you to see and hear the service. 
 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some 
songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just 
before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 
Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 
service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 
(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 
called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church 
body with congregations serving all fifty of the United 
States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 
25 countries through world mission work.  
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DIVINE SERVICE 

~Please stand 

Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

congregation:  Amen.  

L Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in 
the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.   
For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 
For sins of habit and sins of choice, 
For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 
O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

 

OPENING HYMN #190 

INVOCATION 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The name of the triune 
God and the sign of the 
cross remind 
worshipers of their 
baptisms. 

The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right which 
Christ gave to his 
church on earth:  to 
forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

We Now Implore God the Holy Ghost 

L Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made us 
alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his 
called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD   ~  Gloria in Excelsis 
Christians praise God 
by proclaiming the 
great things he has 
done to accomplish our 
rescue from sin.  “Glory 
to God in the Highest” 
has been a Christian 
song of worship since 
the fourth century. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  ~  Kyrie 
“Kyrie” is the Greek 
word for “Lord.”  The 
expression “Lord, have 
mercy” is one of the 
oldest responses in the 
Christian church. 

L In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need 
to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 
may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C Christ, have mercy. 

L For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we 
await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C Amen. 
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L Let us pray: 

O God, you rule over all things in wisdom and kindness. Take away everything that may 
be harmful and give us whatever is good; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

SALUTATION 
This greeting has deep 
roots in Christian 
worship and marks the 
beginning of the Word 
and the Sacrament 
sections of the service. 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

~Please be seated 
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10 Dressed in their royal robes, the king of Israel and Jehoshaphat king of Judah were 
sitting on their thrones at the threshing floor by the entrance of the gate of Samaria, with all 
the prophets prophesying before them. 11 Now Zedekiah son of Kenaanah had made iron 
horns and he declared, “This is what the LORD says: ‘With these you will gore the Arameans 
until they are destroyed.’ ” 

12 All the other prophets were prophesying the same thing. “Attack Ramoth Gilead and 
be victorious,” they said, “for the LORD will give it into the king’s hand.” 

13 The messenger who had gone to summon Micaiah said to him, “Look, as one man the 
other prophets are predicting success for the king. Let your word agree with theirs, and 
speak favorably.” 

14 But Micaiah said, “As surely as the LORD lives, I can tell him only what the LORD tells 
me.” 

15 When he arrived, the king asked him, “Micaiah, shall we go to war against Ramoth 
Gilead, or shall I refrain?” 

“Attack and be victorious,” he answered, “for the LORD will give it into the king’s hand.” 
16 The king said to him, “How many times must I make you swear to tell me nothing but 

the truth in the name of the LORD?” 
17 Then Micaiah answered, “I saw all Israel scattered on the hills like sheep without a 

shepherd, and the LORD said, ‘These people have no master. Let each one go home in peace.’ 
” 

18 The king of Israel said to Jehoshaphat, “Didn’t I tell you that he never prophesies 
anything good about me, but only bad?” 

19 Micaiah continued, “Therefore hear the word of the LORD: I saw the LORD sitting on his 
throne with all the host of heaven standing around him on his right and on his left. 20 And the 
LORD said, ‘Who will entice Ahab into attacking Ramoth Gilead and going to his death there?’ 

“One suggested this, and another that. 21 Finally, a spirit came forward, stood before the 
LORD and said, ‘I will entice him.’ 

22 “ ‘By what means?’ the LORD asked. 
“ ‘I will go out and be a lying spirit in the mouths of all his prophets,’ he said. 
“ ‘You will succeed in enticing him,’ said the LORD. ‘Go and do it.’ 
23 “So now the LORD has put a lying spirit in the mouths of all these prophets of yours. 

The LORD has decreed disaster for you.” 
24 Then Zedekiah son of Kenaanah went up and slapped Micaiah in the face. “Which way 

did the spirit from the LORD go when he went from me to speak to you?” he asked. 
25 Micaiah replied, “You will find out on the day you go to hide in an inner room.” 
26 The king of Israel then ordered, “Take Micaiah and send him back to Amon the ruler of 

the city and to Joash the king’s son 27 and say, ‘This is what the king says: Put this fellow in 
prison and give him nothing but bread and water until I return safely.’ ” 

28 Micaiah declared, “If you ever return safely, the LORD has not spoken through me.” 
Then he added, “Mark my words, all you people!” 

THE WORD 

As Jesus said, not  
everyone who 
prophesies in the name 
of the Lord is a true 
prophet.  

FIRST LESSON 1 Kings 22:10-28 (pg. 566) 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm #78 

20 Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the prophet’s 
own interpretation. 21 For prophecy never had its origin in the will of man, but men spoke 
from God as they were carried along by the Holy Spirit. 
 

2 But there were also false prophets among the people, just as there will be false 

teachers among you. They will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the 
sovereign Lord who bought them—bringing swift destruction on themselves. 2 Many will 
follow their shameful ways and will bring the way of truth into disrepute. 3 In their greed 
these teachers will exploit you with stories they have made up. Their condemnation has long 
been hanging over them, and their destruction has not been sleeping. 

Peter encourages us  
to be ready for false 
teachers: we know 
their coming, and we 
know their ending. 

SECOND LESSON 2 Peter 1:20-2:3 (pg. #1894) 

1     O my people, hear my teaching; 
listen to the words of my mouth. 

2     I will open my mouth in parables, 
I will utter hidden things, things from of old— 

3     what we have heard and known, 
what our fathers have told us. 

4     We will not hide them from their children; 
we will tell the next generation 

the praiseworthy deeds of the LORD, 
his power, and the wonders he has done. 

5     He decreed statutes for Jacob 
and established the law in Israel, 

which he commanded our forefathers 
to teach their children, 

6     so the next generation would know them, 
even the children yet to be born, 
and they in turn would tell their children. 

7     Then they would put their trust in God 
and would not forget his deeds 

but would keep his commands. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY  
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Children are invited to 
assemble at the front 
for a children’s 
message. 
 
 
 
During the singing of 
the next hymn, parents 
may choose to escort 
their young child(ren) 
to our children’s 
church, where they will 
hear a Bible story, sing 
some songs, learn a 
prayer, and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

~Please stand 

GOSPEL Matthew 7:15-29 (pg. 1506) 

The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of acclamation 
out of respect for the 
word of Christ, our 
King. 
 
True ministers of the 
Word proclaim the 
truth and put Christ’s 
words into practice. 

15 “Watch out for false prophets. They come to you in sheep’s clothing, but inwardly they 
are ferocious wolves. 16 By their fruit you will recognize them. Do people pick grapes from 
thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 Likewise every good tree bears good fruit, but a bad tree 
bears bad fruit. 18 A good tree cannot bear bad fruit, and a bad tree cannot bear good fruit. 19 

Every tree that does not bear good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 20 Thus, by their 
fruit you will recognize them. 

21 “Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven, but only 
he who does the will of my Father who is in heaven. 22 Many will say to me on that day, ‘Lord, 
Lord, did we not prophesy in your name, and in your name drive out demons and perform 
many miracles?’ 23 Then I will tell them plainly, ‘I never knew you. Away from me, you 
evildoers!’ 

24 “Therefore everyone who hears these words of mine and puts them into practice is like 
a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25 The rain came down, the streams rose, and the 
winds blew and beat against that house; yet it did not fall, because it had its foundation on 
the rock. 26 But everyone who hears these words of mine and does not put them into practice 
is like a foolish man who built his house on sand. 27 The rain came down, the streams rose, 
and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell with a great crash.” 

28 When Jesus had finished saying these things, the crowds were amazed at his teaching, 
29 because he taught as one who had authority, and not as their teachers of the law. 

L The Gospel according to Matthew chapter 7. 

C Glory be to you, O Lord.  

~Please be seated 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to you, O Christ.  
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C We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 
is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 
of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 
salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 
Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 
suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 
will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have no 
end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 
and the Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who 

has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic 
Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 
resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

NICENE CREED 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.  
Christian’s composed 
the Nicene Creed in the 
fourth century to 
defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the 
Father in one eternal, 
undivided Trinity. 
 
* The original text here 
reads “catholic,” a 
word meaning 
“universal.”  The 
Church consists of all 
believers in heaven and 
earth, of every time in 
history. 

OFFERING 

Moved by God’s love in 
Christ, we offer him our 
first and best gifts, 
purely out of thanks to 
him.  

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

HYMN OF THE DAY #382 

My Hope is Built on Nothing Less The Hymn of the Day is 
assigned to this day 
because of its rich 
content and connection 
to the day’s Gospel. 

SERMON  



�� 

~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. L O Lord, our God, you are wise and powerful, good and gracious. Your mercies are new 

every morning. Each day you open your hand and provide for the needs of your children 
on earth. 

C We praise you for every grace and blessing. 

L Strengthen your Church in all the world. Let your comforting message of salvation in 
Christ Jesus be proclaimed to troubled souls everywhere. 

C Use our ministries and offerings to extend your healing and your hope. 

L We bring you our requests for the various structures of our society. Bless our national, 
state (provincial), and local governments. 

C Grant us civil servants who are worthy of honor and respect. 

L Grant prosperity to our businesses and industries. Give employers a sense of fairness 
toward their workers, and employees a feeling of joy and pride in their workmanship. 

C Help us find satisfaction in all work well done. 

L Invigorate the schools of our land. Give success to every effort that helps students read, 
think, and communicate in ways that will promote an informed and responsible citizenry. 
Arouse curious minds to discover the wonders of your created order. 

C Give us teachers and students who pursue excellence. 

L Strengthen the families of our country. Give fathers and mothers a renewed commitment 
to be good parents. Give children and young people the wisdom to regard their parents 
as your representatives. 

C Lead us to love one another as you have loved us. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

L Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

L Gracious Father, we pray boldly as Jesus taught, with the confidence that you will hear 
and with the faith that you will respond for our welfare. 

C Amen. 
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“Sanctus” means 
“holy.”  Used possibly 
as early as the second 
century, this canticle 
was in wide use among 
Christians in worship 
by the fourteenth 
century. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 

The opening words of 
the communion liturgy 
mark the beginning of 
the Sacrament section 
of the service and lift 
the worshipers’ hearts 
in praise.  The opening 
sentences are among 
the oldest in the 
Christian liturgy. 

L The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

L Lift up your hearts. 

C We lift them up to the Lord. 

L Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C It is good and right so to do. 

L It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O 
Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has 
called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom and serve him in 
everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the saints on 
earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ~  Sanctus 
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C Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your 
Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has 
ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 
By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 
By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 
By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 
repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 
preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory 
everlasting. 

C Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Jesus took bread and 
“gave  thanks”  
(Matthew 26:26). 
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L Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 
thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, 
which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; 
this is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness 
of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 
the pastor both 
proclaims the words of 
Jesus to the 
congregation and sets 
apart the bread and 
wine for the Lord’s use.  
The sign of the cross 
reminds us of Christ’s 
death. 

~Please be seated 

Jesus is God’s Lamb 
(Agnus Dei), who was 
offered as a sacrifice 
for sin once for all. 

LAMB OF GOD  ~  Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper 
connects us intimately 
with Christ and with 
one another as 
Christians who are 
united around a 
common confession of 
faith.    

Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 
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~Please stand 
The “Nunc 
Dimittis” (“Now 
dismiss”) is also known 
as the “Song of 
Simeon.”  Through 
God’s Word and 
Sacrament, we have 
seen Jesus Christ, and 
like Simeon we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through faith 
in the Savior. 

SONG OF SIMEON ~  Nunc Dimittis 

THANKSGIVING 

L We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 
given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, 
nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy 
people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of 
the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
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L Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #182 

Holy Spirit, Ever Dwelling 

The blessing of Aaron 
has been spoken over 
God’s people for over 
3,500 years.  The Lord 
said, “So they will put 
my name on [them], 
and I will bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

L The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for 
lives of service. 

C Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, 
and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 
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