
  

THE REDEEMER LIVES! 
 

Fourth Sunday of Easter 
May ��th, ���� 
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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you 

are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place 

it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
May 11th, 2014  -  Fourth Sunday of Easter 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Erik Roberson 

Instrumentalists: Makayla Benz, Olivia Boyce-Sauer, Hannah, Lydia, and Norah Kratz 

Ushers:  Roger Benz, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

The Redeemer lives to be my Good Shepherd! 

Good Shepherd Sunday. The image of shepherd and 

sheep are certainly familiar to modern Christians, but 

do those concepts resonate as deeply for us as they did 

for the people of God 2000 years ago? On Good  

Shepherd Sunday we see how sharp the contrast is 

between true shepherds and false shepherds. All is  

determined by their relationship to Christ, the only gate 

for the sheep. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 

service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. 

Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your 

Father’s house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 

day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, 

learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the 

sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 

service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 

(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body 

with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through 

world mission work.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OPENING HYMN  

See, What a Morning 
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~Please stand 

(L)eader:  CHRIST IS RISEN! 

(C)ongregation:  HE IS RISEN INDEED! 

 

L: The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you.  

C: And also with you.  

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of 

our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May 

God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right 
which Christ gave to 
his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 
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L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Let us pray: 

O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep. Lead 

us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s house 

forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
This greeting has 
deep roots in 
Christian worship. 

THIS IS THE FEAST ~  Dignus est Agnus 

The choir sings the verses of the canticle. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood sets us free to be people of God. 

Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Refrain 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia! Refrain 

The congregation joins the choir to sing the refrain. 
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34 But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 

bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock, 35 I went after it, struck it and rescued the 

sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it. 36 Your 

servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of 

them, because he has defied the armies of the living God. 37 The LORD who delivered me from 

the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will deliver me from the hand of this Philistine.” 

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.” 

THE WORD 

Note the sharp 
contrast between 
true shepherds and 
false shepherds. 

FIRST LESSON 1 Samuel 17:34-37  (pg. 447) 

PSALM OF THE DAY  PSALM 23 

Shepherd of My Heart The good shepherd 
feeds, leads, and 
protects his sheep. 

My shepherd is the Lord, for nothing shall I want; green are the pastures where I’m led to 

repose. Near waters still and deep God will refresh my soul. I am led onward in ways true to 

the Name.  Refrain. 
 

If I should walk one day into the vale of darkness no evil shall I fear with God at my side. 

There with your crook and staff you give me strength and comfort; you spread a banquet in 

the sight of my foes.  Refrain. 
 

You anoint my head with oil; my cup is overflowing; goodness and kindness crown the days 

of my life. Within the Lord’s own house I dwell in peace forever; within the house of God my 

soul is at rest. Refrain. 
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10 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but climbs 

in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate is the shepherd 

of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to his voice. He calls 

his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes on 

ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 But they will never 

follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s 

voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 
7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who ever 

came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate; 

whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go out, and find pasture. 10 The 

thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may have life, and have it to 

the full. 

~Please be seated 

~Please stand 

After the Gospel, the congregation responds:  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

GOSPEL John 10:1-10 (pg. 1666) 
The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of 
acclamation out of 
respect for the word 
of Christ, our King. 
 

 Christ is Savior, and 
there is no other! 
Jesus is the only gate 
for the sheep, and 
there is no other! 

19 For it is commendable if a man bears up under the pain of unjust suffering because he is 

conscious of God. 20 But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wrong and 

endure it? But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before God. 
21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving you an example, that you 

should follow in his steps. 

22 “He committed no sin, 

and no deceit was found in his mouth.” 

23 When they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he suffered, he made no 

threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justly. 24 He himself bore our sins in his 

body on the tree, so that we might die to sins and live for righteousness; by his wounds you 

have been healed. 25 For you were like sheep going astray, but now you have returned to the 

Shepherd and Overseer of your souls. 

Peter reminds us  
that not even 
suffering and 
tragedy can remove 
us from the care of 
our Good Shepherd. 

SECOND LESSON 1 Peter 2:19-25 (pg. 1889) 

HYMN  #169 V.1-2 

Alleluia! Sing to Jesus 
Introduction: Olivia Boyce-Sauer (trumpet) 
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

HYMN OF THE DAY #375 VS. 1,2,3,6 

The King of Love My Shepherd Is 

SERMON PSALM 23 

APOSTLES CREED 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

The Hymn of the Day 
is assigned to this 
day because of its 
rich content and 
connection to the 
day’s Gospel. 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.   

Children are invited 
to assemble at the 
front for a children’s 
message. 
 
During the singing 
of the hymn, parents 
may choose to 
escort their young  
child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear 
a Bible story, sing 
songs, learn a prayer, 
and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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L: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

L: The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives 

of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all 

nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

~Please stand 

PRAYER 

HYMN #498 

Though I May Speak with Bravest Fire 
Introduction: Hannah Kratz (Clarinet) 

~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. 

OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer 
him our first and 
best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him.  

HYMN #486  V.1,2 

Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us 
Introduction: Lydia Kratz (Keyboard) 

How Great Thou Art 
Introduction: Makayla Benz (Keyboard) 
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L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #334 

Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow 
Introduction: Norah Kratz (Keyboard) 

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 
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