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EVENING PRAYER 

OPENING HYMN:  #175  Hail the Day that Sees Him Rise 

PLEASE STAND 

L(eader):  O Lord, open my lips.  

C(ongregation):  And my mouth shall declare your praise. 

L: Hasten to save me, O God. 

C: O Lord, come quickly to help me. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Lord God, you have brought us safely to this house of evening prayer. We thank you for providing all that we need 

for body and life. Bless us who have gathered in your name. Forgive our sins. Speak to our hearts. Dispel ours 

sorrows with the comfort of your Word, and receive our hymns of thanks and praise, through Jesus Christ, our 

living Savior, who reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  
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elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this evening.  In our service we gather before our almighty 
God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 
God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Welcome card found in our entryway.  
You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

 Restrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

 Your children are always welcome at Our Savior, no matter how much noise they might make.  If your 
little one is having a difficult evening, please feel free to take them into the entrance hallway. 

 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

“Evening Prayer” is based on the historic service called “Vespers.”  
Christians gather at the end of the day to raise their voices in thankful praise and prayer. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 47  

The choir will introduce the refrain. The congregation will repeat the refrain while the choir sings the verses. 

LESSON:  Acts 1:1-11 (Pg. 1690) 
The ascended Savior sends out his disciples 

In my former book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus began to do and to teach 2 until the day he was 

taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit to the apostles he had chosen. 3 After his 

suffering, he showed himself to these men and gave many convincing proofs that he was alive. He appeared to 

them over a period of forty days and spoke about the kingdom of God. 4 On one occasion, while he was eating with 

them, he gave them this command: “Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for the gift my Father promised, which you 

have heard me speak about. 5 For John baptized with water, but in a few days you will be baptized with the Holy 

Spirit.”  
6 So when they met together, they asked him, “Lord, are you at this time going to restore the kingdom to 

Israel?”  
7 He said to them: “It is not for you to know the times or dates the Father has set by his own authority. 8 But 

you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all 

Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”  
9 After he said this, he was taken up before their very eyes, and a cloud hid him from their sight.  
10 They were looking intently up into the sky as he was going, when suddenly two men dressed in white stood 

beside them. 11 “Men of Galilee,” they said, “why do you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has 

been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way you have seen him go into heaven.”  

L: Lord Jesus, your Father raised you on high, seated you at his right hand, and appointed you to be head over 

everything for the sake of the Church. Gather the elect from all nations into your Church and make them a holy 

people to praise and adore you, who lives and reigns with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen.  
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44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written 

about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.”  
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is 

written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will 

be preached in his name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to 

send you what my Father has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.”  
50 When he had led them out to the vicinity of Bethany, he lifted up his hands and blessed them. 51 While he 

was blessing them, he left them and was taken up into heaven. 52 Then they worshiped him and returned to 

Jerusalem with great joy. 53 And they stayed continually at the temple, praising God.  

GOSPEL:  Luke 24:44-53 (Pg. 1644) 

HYMN OF THE DAY:  #173  On Christ’s Ascension I Now Build   

C: The Lord is risen! He is risen indeed! Alleluia! Death has been swallowed up in victory. Alleluia!  

PLEASE STAND 

PLEASE  BE SEATED 
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SERMON:  Ephesians 1:16-23 (Pg. 1818) 
The ascended Savior rules over everything for the Church 

16 I have not stopped giving thanks for you, remembering you in my prayers. 17 I keep asking that the God of our 

Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him 

better. 18 I pray also that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which 

he has called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in the saints, 19 and his incomparably great power for us 

who believe. That power is like the working of his mighty strength, 20 which he exerted in Christ when he raised him 

from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly realms, 21 far above all rule and authority, power 

and dominion, and every title that can be given, not only in the present age but also in the one to come. 22 And God 

placed all things under his feet and appointed him to be head over everything for the church, 23 which is his body, 

the fullness of him who fills everything in every way.  

PLEASE STAND 

THE OFFERING 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH: 

L: Blessed Jesus, you ascended to the right hand of your Father’s majesty, power, and glory and now reign as eternal 

King of kings and Lord of lords. 

C: We praise you for your victory over sin, death, Satan, and hell. 

L: O ascended Prophet, equip your Church to proclaim the precious gospel message of God’s love for all the world. 

C: Give courage to our hearts, power to our words, and success to our efforts. 

L: O ascended High Priest, represent us before the Father as his own dear children and heirs. Defend us against 

Satan’s every accusation. Ask for the Father’s rich blessings in our everyday lives. 

C: Plead for his mercy and grace on our behalf. 

L: O ascended King, direct the affairs of governments and nations that they may serve the best interest of your 

Church. 

C: You are our Lord, Master, and King. 

HYMN:  #169  Alleluia! Sing to Jesus  
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L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty 

and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose from the dead in glorious triumph to bring 

forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all who believe. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

Our Savior Lutheran Church practices “Close Communion” and asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

A personal preparation for communion can be found on page 156 in the front of the Christian Worship hymnal.  

PREFACE 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 
 

L: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 
 

L: As the disciples lifted their eyes to watch your ascension, so lift our eyes daily to look for your coming again in 

glory. 

C: Lord Jesus, come quickly. Amen. 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

O CHRIST, LAMB OF GOD  

L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is 

my body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all 

of you; this is my blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION  
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L: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever.  

L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you 

have given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have 

fed our faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit 

help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your 

guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and 

the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

  

PLEASE STAND 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 
Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Therefore, Our Savior practices membership communion.  We 
ask that only members of Our Savior come forward to receive the sacrament. 

Lord, you have revealed to me the sweet counsel of your Word, the joy shared with fellow Christians, the balm of 
peace for my soul. Accept the worship of my heart and the praise of my lips. With the complete assurance that my 
sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ, I commend myself into your care now and forever.  Amen.  

PRAYER AFTER WORSHIP 

L: The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with you all. 

C: Amen. 

THE CLOSING HYMN:  #592  All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

       


