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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 

allow you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church 

body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 

God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it 

in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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There are certain events that stick in one’s mind. Events that when they occur, change everything. You remember not only 

everything that happened, but how that event changed the rest of your life. The birth of a child, the dream job offer, the 

death of a loved one. Easter is one of those events. It is so much more than chocolate bunnies and colorful eggs. It is an 

event that changed everything. 

Connected by grace, through faith, to our risen Lord, we rejoice in the victory of the resurrection and in full confidence of 

our own resurrection from the dead.  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture 

readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened the gate to eternal 

life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in the 

hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now 

and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  Doug Lamon, Brent Panell 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

This Changes Everything April 21, 2019 
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Order of Service 

PLEASE STAND 

 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had 

prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 

they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the 

women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 

for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen!  

Luke 24:1-6 

Leader:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   

Congregation:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Dear friends in Christ, today we come together to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Let us 

draw near to him in worship and in praise, in our thoughts, and in our prayers.  

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

This is the day the Lord has made!  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

We begin our Easter worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen.  

Come, let us worship! 
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On this day God the Father raised His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, from death. In doing so, he 

showed his acceptance of our Savior's sacrifice for our sins. "For the wages of sin is death, but the 

free gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Let us confess our sins to 

God our Father and receive His forgiveness, that we may be reconciled to Him and to one another. 

(Silence for confession and self-reflection) 

Most gracious heavenly Father, 

we come to You burdened by the sins for which Your Son died. We are ashamed of our sinful 

thoughts, words, and deeds; in all humility we ask for Your mercy. You have raised our Lord Jesus 

from death and promised us eternal life because of the faith Your Holy Spirit has worked in our 

hearts. For the sake of Your Son's innocent suffering and death and His glorious resurrection, 

forgive us, renew us, and lead us to eternal life. Amen. 

HYMN   #157  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today  

 

 

 

\ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Confession and 
Forgiveness of Sins 

Our God is a holy God, 
and we are unholy 
sinners.  Before we 
meet our God, our 

status before him must 
change – or he would 

destroy us.  We 
confess our sins, 

trusting God’s promise 
to forgive us (See 1 
John 1:9).  Our Lord 
wants to forgive our 

sins.  He sent Jesus to 
make us “at 

one” (atonement) with 
God by dying on the 

cross for our sins. The 
pastor makes the sign 
of the cross to remind 
us we are forgiven only 
because Jesus died on 

the cross.  

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS 
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This is the  
Feast of Victory 

The words of this 
hymn are taken from 

the book of Revelation 
and Psalm 72. In it, we 

praise the Lamb of 
God who shed his 

blood upon the Cross 
to save a fallen race. 

The Latin name, 
Dignus est Agnus, are 
the opening words of 

the first verse, “Worthy 
is the Lamb.”  

The Apostle Paul writes, “I want to remind you of the gospel I preached to you, which you received 

and on which you have taken your stand. By this gospel you are saved, if you hold firmly to the 

word I preached to you. Otherwise, you have believed in vain. For what I received I passed on to 

you as of first importance:  

that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, that he was buried, that he was raised on 

the third day according to the Scriptures. 

If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.  For if the dead are not 

raised, then Christ has not been raised either.  

And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins.  

But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep.  For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. For as in 

Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

(Selected verses from 1 Corinthians 15) 

On this most holy festival day, on which our Lord conquered death, the grave, and rose from the 

dead, as a called servant of Christ, and by His authority, I joyfully forgive you all your sins in the 

name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

Amen. 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 

HYMN   This Is the Feast of Victory 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood sets us free to be people of God. Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Refrain 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia! Refrain 
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The Word 

SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and 

opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, 

may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus 

Christ our Lord, to whom, with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and forever.  

Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

The Word 

We sit at the feet of 
Jesus, like Mary did, to 
hear the Word (Luke 

10:42). Here is time for 
meditating, 

strengthening, 
forgiveness, 

instruction, and 
response.  

 

Salutation 

This greeting has deep 
roots in Christian 

worship. Because God 
has forgiven us, we 
have a special bond 

with our Lord and with 
each other as 

Christians.  Pastor and 
congregation express 

this bond of fellowship 
with a blessing for 

each other – that the 
Holy Spirit would bless 
you as you hear God’s 

Word and that he 
would bless the pastor 
to preach God’s Word 

with power. 

 

Prayer of the Day  
Following an ancient 
outline, the prayer of 
the day asks for one 

specific blessing.  This 
prayer changes each 
Sunday, according to 
the Bible readings for 

that Sunday.  
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First Reading 

The First Reading is 
typically taken from 

the Old Testament and 
occasionally from the 
Book of Acts. In it we 
learn of God’s mighty 
words and deeds with 

the Old Testament 
Church, the people of 

Israel. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 25:6-9 (pg. 1095) 

The Lord has swallowed up death and saved us from our enemies of sin, death, and the devil! Let 

us rejoice and be glad in our salvation! 

 

6  On this mountain the LORD Almighty will prepare 

a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

a banquet of aged wine— 

the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7  On this mountain he will destroy 

the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 

the sheet that covers all nations; 
8  he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the tears 

from all faces; 

he will remove the disgrace of his people 

from all the earth. 

The LORD has spoken. 
9   In that day they will say, 

“Surely this is our God; 

we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the LORD, we trusted in him; 

let us rejoice and be glad in his salvation.” 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm 

The Psalm is the most 
ancient part of our 

worship service. While 
most of our liturgy is 
1,800 years old, Jews 

have been singing 
Psalms in worship for 

3,000 years. 

PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 118  

The choir will introduce the refrain and sing the verses of the song.  

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain as indicated. 

 

Choir:  Refrain.  

Congregation: Refrain.  

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever;  

Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.”   

Refrain.  

 

The hand of the Lord has struck with pow’r, his right hand is exalted,  

I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord.   

Refrain.  

 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,  

the Lord of love and mercy has brought wonder to our eyes!   

Refrain.  
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Second Reading 

The Second Reading is 
from the New 

Testament letters of 
the apostles or the 

Revelation to St. John. 
It stresses Christian 
faith and Christian 

living as a response to 
the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Gospel Acclamation 

The Gospel 
Acclamation, or Verse 
of the Day, is a verse, 
often times from the 
New Testament, that 
echoes or reinforces 
the theme or tone of 
the focus of today’s 

worship service.   

 

SECOND READING   1 Corinthians 15:51-57 (pg. 1791) 

With Christ’s resurrection from the dead, death has lost its sting. Instead, at our death, we will be 

given the blessing of eternal life! Thanks be to God! 

 

51 Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the 

twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised 

imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For the perishable must clothe itself with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 54 When the perishable has been clothed with the 

imperishable, and the mortal with immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: 

“Death has been swallowed up in victory.” 

55  “Where, O death, is your victory? 

Where, O death, is your sting?” 

56 The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 57 But thanks be to God! He gives us the 

victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION   Psalm 118:24  

PLEASE STAND 

Refrain 

Refrain 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Refrain. 

 

 



 

11 

 

Gospel 

The congregation 
stands for the reading 
of the Gospel. (In the 

past, soldiers put down 
their weapons and 

kings removed their 
crowns when the 
Gospel was read.) 
Christ—his life, his 
words of law and 

Gospel, his suffering 
and death, his 

resurrection, his 
ascension, his 

assignment to the 
Church, his promise to 
return—is the center of 

the Gospel.  The 
faithful have waited 
for this moment, this 
reading. They stand in 

reverence. After 
hearing the Gospel, we 
respond with a joyful 
acclamation of praise.  

GOSPEL   Luke 24:1-12 (pg. 1642) 

The trip to the tomb doesn’t reveal the finality of death. Rather, it reveals the finality for death. Do 

not look for the living among the dead. Death has been swallowed up in victory; Christ has risen 

just as he said! Death no longer has mastery over us. Easter means that death ends in life!  

 

24 On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they 

had prepared and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when 

they entered, they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, 

suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the 

women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look 

for the living among the dead? 6 He is not here; he has risen! Remember how he told you, while he 

was still with you in Galilee: 7 ‘The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, be 

crucified and on the third day be raised again.’ ” 8 Then they remembered his words. 

9 When they came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 

others. 10 It was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and the others with them who 

told this to the apostles. 11 But they did not believe the women, because their words seemed to 

them like nonsense. 12 Peter, however, got up and ran to the tomb. Bending over, he saw the strips 

of linen lying by themselves, and he went away, wondering to himself what had happened. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 24. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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SUNDAY SCHOOL CHOIR ANTHEM   Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s 

church, where they will hear a Bible story, sing songs, learn a prayer, do a craft, and have their faith fed 

through God’s Word. 
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HYMN OF THE DAY   #720  Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands Hymn of the Day 

The Hymn of the Day 
is assigned to this day 

because of its rich 
content and 

connection to the day’s 
Gospel. 

 

 



 

15 
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SERMON   Isaiah 25:6-9  

6  On this mountain the LORD Almighty will 

prepare 

a feast of rich food for all peoples, 

a banquet of aged wine— 

the best of meats and the finest of wines. 
7  On this mountain he will destroy 

the shroud that enfolds all peoples, 

the sheet that covers all nations; 
8  he will swallow up death forever. 

The Sovereign LORD will wipe away the 

tears 

from all faces; 

he will remove the disgrace of his people 

from all the earth. 

The LORD has spoken. 

9   In that day they will say, 

“Surely this is our God; 

we trusted in him, and he saved us. 

This is the LORD, we trusted in him; 

let us rejoice and be glad in his 

salvation.” 

THIS CHANGES EVERYTHING 

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sermon 

The Sermon is the 
Word of God, pro-
claiming the living 

voice of the Gospel to 
God’s people. The 
preacher is the ap-

pointed representative 
who illuminates the 

Scripture for the con-
gregation and applies 
it to our contemporary 

situation. He is nei-
ther lecturer nor en-
tertainer, but a link 
through whom the 

Holy Spirit brings law 
and gospel to bear 

upon the hearts and 
minds of the wor-

shiper and enlivens 
their faith and life.  
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PLEASE STAND 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 

hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

HYMN   #152  I Know that My Redeemer Lives (v 1,2,5) 

 

 

Confession of Faith 

We respond to our 
Shepherd’s voice by 
confessing what we 

believe concerning our 
God and all he’s done 

for us.   
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the resurrection 

of Jesus from the dead. 

Christ is risen! 

For as in Adam all died, so in Christ all will be made alive. 

He is risen indeed! 

He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification. 

Alleluia! 

We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our sins; 

we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead. 

We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world. 

Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory over sin, 

death, and the grave. 

You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope. 

With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan’s head 

and have removed our guilt. 

You are risen! 

Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because of your 

perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us. 

You are risen indeed! 

Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation. 

Alleluia! 

Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in our 

risen Lord. 

We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life. 

Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

He is risen! 

As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us and all 

believers in Christ. 

He is risen indeed! 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 

many people and cir-
cumstances. 
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Offering 

Our offerings are a 
response to the Lord 

for his goodness to us, 
which we heard about 

in the readings and 
sermon. They are to be 

given on a regular 
basis and be the first 
fruits of what we re-

ceive.  

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s 

good news with gifts to support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, 

please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-

deductible contribution (the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 

Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near and far, 

so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, and join us 

before the throne of our God and of the Lamb. 

Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen. 
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HYMN   #156  Awake, My Heart, with Gladness 
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PRAYER 

BLESSING 

PLEASE STAND 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help us by 

your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in 

holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

Alleluia! Christ is arisen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

Death has no more dominion over us. 

Go forth with renewed life.  Live each day in the joy, confidence, and hope of the resurrection.  

Everywhere you go, create the community of God's people in Christ. 

So be it!  So shall we live!  Thanks be to God. 

 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of 

service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to 

nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer was 
given by our Savior to 

his Church in re-
sponse  to the disci-
ples’ request to be 
taught to pray (See 

Matthew 6:9-13). The 
conclusion to the 

prayer, also known as 
the Doxology, was a 

common conclusion to 
ancient prayers.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

This blessing has been 
spoken over God’s 

people for over 3,500 
years.  It is known as 
the Aaronic blessing 
because the Lord first 
instructed Aaron, the 
first High Priest of the 
children of Israel, to 
share the promise of 
blessing: “So they will 

put my name on 
[them], and I will bless 

them” (Numbers 
6:27). 
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HYMN   See What a Morning 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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