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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 

allow you to see and hear the service. 

Holy Communion will be celebrated as part of this morning’s worship service. Here at Our Savior Lutheran Church, we 

practice “membership communion” and ask that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. On page 156 in the 

front of the hymnal, there is a “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” you can use to prepare to receive Christ’s true 

body and blood. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches called Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 

God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it 

in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  



3 

~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch and Corissa Nelson. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. © 2017 Corissa Nelson. All Rights Reserved.  (paramentics.com / corissanelsonart.com) 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194:  

~ Divine Service II, © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ Music settings by Pastor Michael Schultz. © 2010 Michael Schultz. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ “He’s Risen, He’s Risen,” Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of CPH. Tune and Setting: Public domain.  

~ “Christ is Arisen,” Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission of CPH. Tune: Public domain. Setting: © 1993 Kermit Moldenhauer. Used by permission.  

~ “Jesus Lives! The Vict’ry’s Won,” Text and tune: Public domain. Setting: © 1989 Ronald Schilling. Used by permission.   

~ “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized,” Text: Paul Gerhardt; tr. Jon D. Vieker © 2004 Jon D. Vieker. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Setting: The Lutheran Hymnal, 

1941. 

~ “Christ is Risen! He Is Risen Indeed!” Words and music by Keith Getty, Kristyn Getty, and Ed Cash. © 2012 Getty Music and Alletrop Music (BMI) (admin by MusicServices.org) 

Used by permission.   

"Alleluia! Christ is risen. He is risen indeed. Alleluia!" That Easter greeting, proclaimed throughout the ages of the Church, 

takes root in our hearts so that we understand that the resurrected life is now our own. Alleluia, meaning "praise the Lord," 

infects our hymns and anthems as we tell others the Good News that our Lord is risen, risen indeed. 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture 

readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of our Lord’s resurrection. Grant that we who have 

been raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit may worship you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  Lee Nelson, Tim Smith 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

CHRIST IS RISEN! April 21, 2019 
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Order of Service 

HYMN   #149  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  (v1-3) 

PLEASE STAND 

 

EASTER DECLARATION 

Pastor: Alleluia! Christ is arisen! 

All:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

Death has no more dominion over us. 

The Lord is risen indeed. 

We are illumined by the brightness of His rising. 
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 The stone has been rolled away!  Alleluia! 

The crucified One is risen!  Alleluia! 

He has conquered death by the cross! 

He has come out of the tomb! 

This is the day the LORD has made! 

Let us rejoice and be glad in it!  

Psalm 118:24 

Give thanks to the LORD for He is good! 

His love endures forever!  

Psalm 118:1  

All glory, laud, and honor belong to You, O Lord, Alleluia! 

We worship, praise, and adore You, O Christ.  Alleluia! 

HYMN   #149  Christ the Lord Is Risen Today  (v4-5) 

EASTER DECLARATION 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

“Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?” 

The sting of death is sin, and the power of sin is the law. 

But thanks be to God!  

He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ.  

1 Corinthians 15:55-56 

For as in Adam all die,  

so in Christ all will be made alive.  

1 Corinthians 15:22 

But because of his great love for us, God, who is rich in mercy, 

made us alive with Christ even when we were dead in transgressions—it is by grace you have been 

saved.  

Ephesians 2:4-5 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

 For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again;  

death no longer has mastery over him. 

Romans 6:9 

I want to know Christ and the power of his resurrection and the fellowship of sharing in his suffer-

ings,  

becoming like him in his death, and so, somehow, to attain to the resurrection from the dead.  

Philippians 3:10-11 

Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

HYMN   #143  He’s Risen, He’s Risen  (v1-3) 
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The Resurrection of Our Lord 

EARLY MORNING 

After the Sabbath, early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary of Magdala, Mary 

the mother of James, Salome, and others prepared spices to go and anoint the body of Jesus. 

At dawn, there was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 

going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it.  His appearance was like lightening, and his 

clothes were white as snow.  The guards were so afraid of him that they became like dead men. 

While it was still dark, the women went to the grave.  They were coming to the tomb very early, 

just after sunrise, and were bringing the spices they had prepared. 

They asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the entrance to the tomb?” 

But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. So 

Mary of Magdala ran and came to Simon Peter and another disciple, the one Jesus loved. 

She told them, “They've taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we don't know where they have put 

him.” 

The other women went into the grave, but they did not find the body of the Lord Jesus.  While they 

were wondering about this, suddenly two men in clothes that gleamed like lightening stood beside 

them.  They saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they were 

alarmed.  In their fright, the women bowed down with their faces to the ground, but the men said 

to them, “Don't be alarmed.  You are looking for Jesus from Nazareth, who was crucified.  Why do 

you look for the living among the dead?  He is risen!  He is not here.  See the place where they laid 

him.  Remember how he told you, while he was  still with you in Galilee, “The Son of Man must be 

delivered into the hands of sinful men, be crucified and on the third day be raised again.”  But go 

quickly; tell his disciples and Peter, “He is risen from the dead.  And he is going ahead of you into 

Galilee.  There you will see him, just as he told you.” 

Then the women remembered his words.  Trembling and bewildered, they went out and hurried 

away from the tomb.  They were so frightened they did not tell anybody anything, but ran to tell 

the disciples. 

So Peter and the other disciple started out for the tomb.  Both were running, but the other disciple 

outran Peter and reached the tomb first.  He bent over and looked in at the strips of linen lying 

there, but did not go in.  When Simon Peter got there after him, Peter went into the tomb.  He saw 

the strips of linen lying there, as well as the burial cloth that had been around Jesus' head.  The 

cloth was folded up by itself, separate from the linen.  Finally, the other disciple, who had reached 

the tomb first, also went inside, saw it, and believed.  (They still did not understand what the 

Scripture meant when it said Jesus had to rise from the dead.) 

Then the disciples went back to their homes. 
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MORNING 

When Jesus rose early on the first day of the week, he appeared first to Mary of Magdala, out of 

whom he had driven seven demons.  Mary stood outside the tomb crying.  As she wept, she bent 

over to look into the tomb and saw two angels in white, seated where Jesus' body had been, one at 

the head and the other at the foot.  They asked her, “Woman, why are you crying?” 

They have taken my Lord away,” she said, “and I don't know where they have put him.” 

At this, she turned around and saw Jesus standing there, but she did not realize that it was Jesus.  

“Woman,” he said, “why are you crying?  Who is it you are looking for?” 

Thinking he was the gardener, she said, “Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have 

put him, and I will get him.” 

Jesus said to her, “Mary.” 

She turned toward him and cried out in Aramaic, “Rabboni!” (which means Teacher). 

Jesus said, “Do not hold on to me, for I have not yet returned to the Father.  Go, instead to my 

brothers and tell them, 'I am returning to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.'” 

Mary went to the disciples with the news that she had seen the Lord and that he told her this. 

The other women had left the grave, went back, and there – Jesus suddenly met them.  

“Greetings,” he said.  They came to him, clasped his feet and worshiped him.  Then Jesus said to 

them, “Do not be afraid.  Go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

While the women were on their way, some of the guards went into the city and reported to the 

chief priests everything that had happened.  When the chief priests had met with the elders, they 

HYMN   #159  Morning Breaks upon the Tomb 
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HYMN   #163  Welcome Happy Morning  (v1,3) 

devised a plan.  They gave the soldiers a large sum of money, telling them, “You are to say, 'His 

disciples came during the night and stole him away while we were asleep.'  If this report gets to the 

governor, we'll persuade him and keep you out of trouble.”  So the soldiers took the money and 

did as they were instructed.  And this story has been widely circulated among the Jews to this very 

day. 

When the women came back from the tomb, they told all these things to the Eleven and to all the 

others.  It was Mary of Magdala, Joanna, Mary the mother of James, and others with them who had 

told this to the apostles. 

But when they had heard that Jesus was alive they did not believe the women, because their 

words seemed like nonsense to them. 
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 HYMN   #144  Christ Is Arisen 
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 AFTERNOON 

Now that same day, Jesus appeared in a different form to two of his disciples while they were 

walking in the country, going to a village called Emmaus, about seven miles from Jerusalem. 

They were talking with each other about everything that had happened.  As they talked and 

discussed things with each other, Jesus himself came up and walked along with them; but they 

were kept from recognizing him. 

He asked them, “What are you discussing together as you walk along?” They stood still, their faces 

downcast.  One of them, named Cleopas, asked him,  

“Are you the only one living in Jerusalem who doesn't know what things have happened there in 

these days?” 

“What things?” he asked. 

“About Jesus of Nazareth,” they replied.  “He was a prophet, powerful in word and deed before 

God and all the people.  The chief priests and our rulers handed him over to be sentenced to 

death, and they crucified him; but we had hoped that he was the one who was going to free Israel.  

And what is more, this is now the third day since all this took place.  In addition, some of our 

women startled us.  They went to the tomb early this morning but didn't find his body.  They came 

and told us that they had seen a vision of angels, who said he was alive.  Then some of our 

companions went to the tomb and found it just as the women had said, but they didn't see him.” 

He said to them, “How unthinking you are, and how slow you are in your heart to believe all that 

they prophets have spoken!  Did not the Christ have to suffer all these things and then enter his 

glory?”  And beginning with Moses and all the Prophets, he explained to them what was said in all 

the Scriptures concerning himself. 

As they approached the village to which they were going, Jesus acted as if he were going farther. 

But they had urged him strongly, “Stay with us, for it's nearly evening; the day is almost over.” 

So he went in to stay with them.  When he was at the table with them, he took bread, gave thanks, 

broke it and began to give it to them.  They their eyes were opened and they recognized him, and 

he disappeared from their sight. 

They asked each other “Were not our hearts burning within us as he talked with us on the road 

and explained the Scriptures to us?” 

Then they got up and returned at once to Jerusalem.  There they found the Eleven and those with 

them, assembled together and saying, “It's true!  The Lord has risen and has appeared to Simon.”  

Then the two told what had happened on the way, and how Jesus was recognized by them when 

he broke the bread. 
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 HYMN   #145  Jesus Lives! The Vict’ry’s Won (v1-3) 
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 EVENING 

While the disciples were still talking about what had happened, with the doors locked for fear of 

the Jews, Jesus himself came and stood among them.  “Peace be with you!” he said. 

They were startled and frightened and thought they were seeing a ghost. 

He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do doubts rise in your minds?  Look at my hands 

and my feet.  It is I myself.  Touch me and see.  A ghost does not have flesh and bones, as you see I 

have. 

When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet and side.  The disciples were 

overjoyed when they saw the Lord.  And while they were so overwhelmed with joy that they 

could not believe it, he asked of them, “Do you have anything here to eat?”  They gave him a piece 

of broiled fish.  He took it and ate it while they watched him.   

He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you; everything must be fulfilled that 

is written about me in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms. 

Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures.  He told them, “This is what 

is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day; and on the basis of his 

name, repentance and forgiveness will be preached to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.  You will 

testify to these things.  I am going to send you what my Father has promised.  Stay in the city until 

you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

Again Jesus said, “Peace be with you!  As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.”  And with that 

he breathed on them and said, “Receive the Holy Spirit.  If you forgive anyone his sins, they are 

forgiven; if you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.” 

Jesus did many other miraculous signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written... 

but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 

believing you may have life in his name (John 20:31).” 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

HYMN   #153  Alleluia! Jesus Lives  (v1,3) 

[Jesus said:] "This is what is written:  'The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 

and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in His name to all nations.'"  

Luke 24:45 

Christ has died.  Christ has risen.  Christ will come again. 

 

In repentance we come before God in confession.  

(Silence for personal confession and reflection)   



 

15 

Risen Lord and Savior, 

forgive us for our doubts and fears.  We have sinned against You in our thoughts, words, and 

actions.  We have had more to do with the things that lead to death than those that lead to life.  

Our own selfish concerns have prevented us from living in the power of Your resurrection.  Forgive 

us, Lord Jesus. 

Because of the death and resurrection of Jesus Christ, forgiveness is yours. Therefore, as a called 

servant of Christ and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of 

the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit.   

Amen.  Thanks be to God! 

 

Alleluia! Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
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Remembrance of Holy Baptism 

On this holiest of days, the whole Church of our Lord Jesus Christ recalls his death and burial, 

rejoicing in the gospel of his glorious resurrection from the dead. Holy Baptism is the precious 

means of grace by which our Father in heaven connects us with Christ in his life, death, and 

resurrection. The apostle Paul says: “Don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ 

Jesus were baptized into his death? We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death 

in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may 

live a new life. If we have been united with him in his death, we will certainly also be united with 

him in his resurrection. For we know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 

might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin—because anyone who has 

died has been freed from sin. Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with 

him. For we know that since Christ was raised from the dead, he cannot die again; death no longer 

has mastery over him. The death he died, he died to sin once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to 

God. In the same way, count yourselves dead to sin but alive to God in Christ Jesus.” 

HYMN   #736  All Christians Who Have Been Baptized  (v1-4) 
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In Holy Baptism, God takes away our sins and gives new life in Christ our Lord. We solemnly 

renounce the devil and all his works and all his ways; we confess the gift of faith in God the Father, 

Son, and Holy Spirit. I ask you: Do you reject the devil along with all his lies and empty promises? 

Yes, and I ask God to help me. 

Do you believe in God, the Father almighty? 

Yes, I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.  
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Do you believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son? 

Yes, I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,  

 who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,  

 born of the virgin Mary,  

 suffered under Pontius Pilate,  

 was crucified, died, and was buried. 

 He descended into hell.  

 The third day he rose again from the dead.  

 He ascended into heaven  

 and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

 From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

Do you believe in the Holy Spirit? 

Yes, I believe in the Holy Spirit,  

 the holy Christian Church,  

 the communion of saints,  

 the forgiveness of sins,  

 the resurrection of the body,  

 and the life everlasting. Amen. 

Do you intend to continue in this faith, to be diligent in the use of Word and sacrament, and in faith 

and action remain true to God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—as long as you live? 

Yes, and I ask God to help me.  

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you the new birth of water and of 

the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, strengthen you with his grace to life everlasting. 

Amen. 
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The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

PREFACE 

PLEASE STAND 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who rose from the dead in 

glorious triumph to bring forgiveness to the world and everlasting life to all who believe. Therefore, 

with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious 

song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface 

The opening words of 
the communion liturgy 
mark the beginning of 
the Sacrament section 
of the service and lift 

the worshipers’ hearts 
in praise.  The opening 
sentences are among 

the oldest in the Chris-
tian liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Used possibly as early 
as the second century, 

this canticle was in 
wide use among Chris-
tians in worship by the 
fourteenth century. It 
incorporates elements 
of Isaiah 6:3 and Mat-

thew 21:9. It is also 
known as the 

“Sanctus,” which 
means “holy.”   
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessed are you, O God, Father of our Lord Jesus Christ.  By his victory over the grave, our Savior 

declared death’s reign ended, the door to heaven open, and the payment for sin complete.  

We celebrate with joy the glorious resurrection of your Son.  

We marvel at the depth of your love.  

We stand in awe of your power.  

We are humbled by the compassion you have shown our fallen race.  

Lead us to rejoice in the pardon offered and sealed in this Sacrament and to live a life worthy of 

your name.  The Lord Jesus lives! Alleluia. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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Words of Institution 

As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 

the minister both 
proclaims the words of 

Jesus to the 
congregation and sets 
apart the bread and 
wine for the Lord’s 
use. The sign of the 
cross reminds us of 

Christ’s death.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lamb of God 

Jesus is God’s Lamb, 
who was offered  as a 
sacrifice for sin once 
for all. This song is 

also known by its Latin 
title, the “Agnus Dei,” 

which means “Lamb of 
God.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LAMB OF GOD 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, which is given for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

(†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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Distribution 

The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration of 

the Lord’s Supper 
connects us intimately 
with Christ and with 

one another as 
Christians who are 

united around a 
common confession of 

faith.   

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with 

one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran 

Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

HYMN   #162  He Is Arisen! Glorious Word!  

Almighty God, you give us the joy of celebrating our Lord’s resurrection. Give us also the joys of life 

in your service, and bring us at last to the full joy of life eternal, through your Son, Jesus Christ our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 
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 Now may the God of peace who brought again from the dead our Lord Jesus, the great shepherd 

of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, equip you with everything good that you may 

do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be glory 

forever and ever.  

Hebrews 13:20-21  

Amen. 

HYMN   Christ Is Risen! He is Risen Indeed!  
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