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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you 

are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place 

it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
April 20th, 2014  -  Easter Sunday 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Erik Roberson 

Instrumentalists:  Olivia Boyce-Sauer, Makayla Benz, Hannah, Lydia and Norah Kratz 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed! Sinners should fear God. 

Sinners ought to die for their wickedness. The grave should 

be the place of ultimate defeat for mankind. Yet on this day, 

Jesus died, but three days later he rose in glory. As a result, 

fear is gone, mankind is redeemed, and Christ calls us his own 

brothers. Jesus came from death to life, and through baptism 

he brings us with him. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 

service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered 

death and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him 

through baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing 

his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 

day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, 

learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the 

sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 

service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 

(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body 

with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through 

world mission work.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

~Please stand 

(L)eader:  The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship  

of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

(C)ongregation:  And also with you.  

OPENING HYMN #150 

GREETING 

Christ the Lord is Risen Today; Alleluia 
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L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear 

children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  

Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have 

sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, 

my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love.  Cleanse me 

from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death 

of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  

May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right 
which Christ gave to 
his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

THIS IS THE FEAST ~  “Dignus est Agnus” 

The choir sings the verses of the canticle. 

 

Worthy is Christ, the Lamb who was slain, whose blood sets us free to be people of God.  

Refrain 

Power, riches, wisdom, and strength, and honor, blessing, and glory are his. Refrain 

Sing with all the people of God, and join in the hymn of all creation: Refrain 

Blessing, honor, glory, and might be to God and the Lamb forever. Amen. Refrain 

For the Lamb who was slain has begun his reign. Alleluia! Refrain 

The congregation joins the choir to sing the refrain. 

Trumpet:  Olivia Boyce-Sauer 

Baritone:  Pastor Ben Kratz 
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L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Let us pray: 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death 

and opened the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through 

baptism, may walk in the newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
This greeting has 
deep roots in 
Christian worship. 
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THE WORD 

Like Jonah, Jesus was 
judged and sent to 
his death by God the 
Father. Like Jonah, 
after three days, he 
emerged from death 
to life. 

FIRST LESSON Jonah 2:2-9 (pg. 1437) 
2 He said: 

“In my distress I called to the LORD, 

and he answered me. 

From the depths of the grave I called for help, 

and you listened to my cry. 
3  You hurled me into the deep, 

into the very heart of the seas, 

and the currents swirled about me; 

all your waves and breakers 

swept over me. 
4  I said, ‘I have been banished 

from your sight; 

yet I will look again 

toward your holy temple.’ 
5  The engulfing waters threatened me, 

the deep surrounded me; 

seaweed was wrapped around my head. 
6  To the roots of the mountains I sank down; 

the earth beneath barred me in forever. 

But you brought my life up from the pit, 

O LORD my God. 

7  “When my life was ebbing away, 

I remembered you, LORD, 

and my prayer rose to you, 

to your holy temple. 

8  “Those who cling to worthless idols 

forfeit the grace that could be theirs. 
9  But I, with a song of thanksgiving, 

will sacrifice to you. 

What I have vowed I will make good. 

Salvation comes from the LORD.” 
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3 Since, then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things above, where 

Christ is seated at the right hand of God. 2 Set your minds on things above, not on earthly things. 
3 For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. 4 When Christ, who is your life, 

appears, then you also will appear with him in glory. 

Through baptism, 
God kills our sinful 
nature and raises a 
new man to life 
within us. 

SECOND LESSON Colossians 3:1-4 (pg. 1834) 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 118 
The Church sings of 
the wonderful 
victory God’s right 
hand gives to those 
who believe in him. 

Leader:  Refrain. 

Congregation:  Refrain. 

 

The congregation joins in singing the refrain after each of the verses. 
 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever; 

Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.”  Refrain. 

 

The hand of the Lord has struck with pow’r, his right hand is exalted, 

I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord.  Refrain. 

 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone, 

The Lord of love and mercy has brought wonder to our eyes!  Refrain. 
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Children are invited 
to assemble at the 
front for a children’s 
message. 
 
During the singing 
of the hymn, parents 
may choose to 
escort their young  
child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear 
a Bible story, sing 
songs, learn a prayer, 
and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

28  After the Sabbath, at dawn on the first day of the week, Mary Magdalene and the other 

Mary went to look at the tomb. 
2 There was a violent earthquake, for an angel of the Lord came down from heaven and, 

going to the tomb, rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3 His appearance was like lightning, and 

his clothes were white as snow. 4 The guards were so afraid of him that they shook and became 

like dead men. 
5 The angel said to the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you are looking for Jesus, 

who was crucified. 6 He is not here; he has risen, just as he said. Come and see the place where 

he lay. 7 Then go quickly and tell his disciples: ‘He has risen from the dead and is going ahead of 

you into Galilee. There you will see him.’ Now I have told you.” 
8 So the women hurried away from the tomb, afraid yet filled with joy, and ran to tell his 

disciples. 9 Suddenly Jesus met them. “Greetings,” he said. They came to him, clasped his feet 

and worshiped him. 10 Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be afraid. Go and tell my brothers to go 

to Galilee; there they will see me.” 

~Please be seated 

~Please stand 

After the Gospel, the congregation responds:  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

GOSPEL Matthew 28:1-10 (pg. 1549) 
The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of 
acclamation out of 
respect for the word 
of Christ, our King. 
 

Mankind is 
redeemed; death is 
defeated; fear is 
conquered. This is 
the day the Lord has 
made! 

CHOIR ANTHEM  

See, What a Morning 

SUNDAY SCHOOL ANTHEM 

This is the Day 
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HYMN #752 

In Christ Alone 

Keyboard Introduction:  Makayla Benz 

Clarinet Introduction:  Hannah Kratz 
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

SERMON Matthew 28:1-10  

APOSTLES CREED 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.   
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L: Heavenly Father, God of grace, you have brought us into a new and living hope by the resur-

rection of Jesus from the dead. 

C: Christ is risen! 

L: He was delivered over to death for our sins and raised to life for our justification. 

C: He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

L: We marvel at the love you showed by your willingness to sacrifice your Son to pay for our 

sins; we bow down in adoration at your mighty power, which raised him from the dead. 

C: We praise you for sending the true Life and Light into the world. 

L: Lord Jesus, God of grace, you have filled our hearts with resurrection joy by your victory over 

sin, death, and the grave. 

C: You have conquered the darkness and given us comfort and hope. 

L: With the Church of every age, we offer you unending praise, for you have crushed Satan’s 

head and have removed our guilt. 

C: You are risen! 

L: Dear Savior, we who are weary and burdened come to you for rest, knowing that because of 

your perfect redemption there is now no condemnation for us. 

C: You are risen indeed! 

L: Take away our doubts and fears, and daily renew in us the joy of our salvation. 

C: Alleluia! 

~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer 
him our first and 
best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him.  

RECEPTION OF NEW MEMBERS 

Keyboard:  Norah Kratz  “Praise God from Whom All Blessings Flow” 

Keyboard:  Lydia Kratz  “Lord of Glory, You Have Bought Us” 

Keyboard:  Hannah Kratz  “All Hail the Power of Jesus’ Name” 

Paul and Amanda Felton, Arlington 

Jeff and Karena Przygocki, Jack 

Doug and Polly Lamon 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

~Please be seated 

L: Holy Spirit, God of grace, you have called us by the gospel and brought us to saving faith in 

our risen Lord. 

C: We glorify you for opening our eyes to see the light of life. 

L: Keep us with Jesus Christ in the one true faith. 

C: He is risen! 

L: As we journey through life, make us yearn for the day when you will give eternal life to us 

and all believers in Christ. 

C: He is risen indeed! 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

L: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

L: Work through us as we proclaim the saving message of the crucified and risen Jesus near 

and far, so that many others may hear your call, obtain the salvation that is in Christ Jesus, 

and join us before the throne of our God and of the Lamb. 

C: Alleluia! For our Lord God Almighty reigns. Alleluia! Amen. 
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HYMN #152 

I Know that my Redeemer Lives 

L: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help 

us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in 

faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

~Please stand 

PRAYER 
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L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #162 

He is Arisen! Glorious Word 

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

L: The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives 

of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all 

nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 
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