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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide 

church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather before 

our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep 

your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

HYMN | #147  Like the Golden Sun Ascending   (v 2-4) 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture all believers to 

prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

Lord’s Prayer:  The Lord’s Prayer was given by our Savior to his Church in response  to the disciples’ request to be taught to pray (See Matthew 6:9-13). The 
conclusion to the prayer, also known as the Doxology, was a common conclusion to ancient prayers.  

Blessing:  This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  It is known as the Aaronic blessing because the Lord first instructed Aaron, the first 
High Priest of the children of Israel, to share the promise of blessing: “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27). 
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HYMN OF THE DAY | #160  This Joyful Eastertide 

SERMON | 1 John 1:5-2:2  

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose 

again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

APOSTLES CREED | Credo 

~Please stand 

BECAUSE HE LIVES. . . WE HAVE PEACE 

~Please be seated 

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to 

support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution 

(the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 

Throughout the prayer, when the leader says, “Lord, in Your mercy:” the congregation responds by saying, “hear our prayer.” 

 

...through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.  

Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Hymn of the Day:  The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

Sermon: The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed representative who illuminates the 
Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings law 
and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.  

Confession of Faith:  We respond to our Shepherd’s voice by confessing what we believe concerning our God and all he’s done for us.   

Prayer of the Church:  The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. 

~ Cover Art by Ben Kratz 

~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194:  

~ Service of the Word, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ “This Is the Feast of Victory,” Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Reprinted by the permission of Augsburg Fortress. 

~ “Praise the Lord with the Sound of Trumpets,” Psalm 150; Text, Tune, Setting: Natalie Sleeth. © 1976 Hinshaw Music. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

~ Verse of the Day—Easter 11, © 2014 GIA Publications, Inc.  

From Easter Sunday until the Ascension Jesus emphasized in his discourses with the disciples the absolute necessity of the 

Word. Soon he would remove his visible presence. The closer they are to his Word, the closer they will be to him. He opens the 

Scriptures so that they finally understand; without that miracle of the effective Word all remains darkness and foolishness. For 

how impossible everything he promised appears to reason! But with the effective Word, it all becomes both clear and powerful 

even beyond the creation of faith. We see clearly what our God has done and what he brings… peace. Peace with God that now 

motivates us to share that peace with the world.  Because he died, because he lives, we have peace!  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, 

grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Music:  Brent Nolte 

Ushers:  Keith Gammon, Andy Knopf 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Because He Lives . . . We Have Peace April 15, 2018 



 

4 

~Please stand 

HYMN | #146  His Battle Ended There 

Leader:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

Congregation:  And also with you.  

Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

"Peace be with you." 

And also with you. 

"This is what is written: The Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day."  Alleluia!  Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia!   

We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have disobeyed 

him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy.  

Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do not 

deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

 

God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has 

removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

Amen. 

GREETING 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

SERVICE OF THE WORD 

Greeting:  This blessing from 2 Corinthians 13:14 reminds us of the foundation of worship:  God’s grace.  He loves us because of Jesus and we have fellowship with 
God and each other because of the faith the Holy Spirit gives us. The congregation responds by praying the same blessing on their pastor. 

The Confession and Forgiveness of Sins:  Our God is a holy God, and we are unholy sinners.  Before we meet our God, our status before him must change – or he 
would destroy us.  We confess our sins, trusting God’s promise to forgive us (See 1 John 1:9).  Our Lord wants to forgive our sins.  He sent Jesus to make us “at 
one” (atonement) with God by dying on the cross for our sins. The pastor makes the sign of the cross to remind us we are forgiven only because Jesus died on the 

cross.  
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Gospel:  The congregation stands for the reading of the Gospel. (In the past, soldiers put down their weapons and kings removed their crowns when the Gospel was 
read.) Christ—his life, his words of law and Gospel, his suffering and death, his resurrection, his ascension, his assignment to the Church, his promise to return—is the 
center of the Gospel.  The faithful have waited for this moment, this reading. They stand in reverence. After hearing the Gospel, we respond with a joyful acclamation 
of praise.  

GOSPEL | Luke 24:36-49 (pg. 1644) 

Jesus opens the Scriptures to the disciples. 

 

36 While they were still talking about this, Jesus himself stood among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 
37 They were startled and frightened, thinking they saw a ghost. 38 He said to them, “Why are you troubled, and why do 

doubts rise in your minds? 39 Look at my hands and my feet. It is I myself! Touch me and see; a ghost does not have flesh and 

bones, as you see I have.” 
40 When he had said this, he showed them his hands and feet. 41 And while they still did not believe it because of joy and 

amazement, he asked them, “Do you have anything here to eat?” 42 They gave him a piece of broiled fish, 43 and he took it 

and ate it in their presence. 
44 He said to them, “This is what I told you while I was still with you: Everything must be fulfilled that is written about me 

in the Law of Moses, the Prophets and the Psalms.” 
45 Then he opened their minds so they could understand the Scriptures. 46 He told them, “This is what is written: The 

Christ will suffer and rise from the dead on the third day, 47 and repentance and forgiveness of sins will be preached in his 

name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48 You are witnesses of these things. 49 I am going to send you what my Father 

has promised; but stay in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

~Please be seated 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s church, where they will hear a Bible 

story, sing songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft.   
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The Word brings light to the world. 

 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we 

claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 
8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we claim we have not sinned, we make him out to 

be a liar and his word has no place in our lives. 
 

2 My dear children, I write this to you so that you will not sin. But if anybody does sin, we have one who speaks to the 

Father in our defense—Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 2 He is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not only for ours but 

also for the sins of the whole world. 

SECOND READING | 1 John 1:5-2:2 (pg. 1898) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

~Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Luke 24:32 

Second Reading: The Second Reading is from the New Testament letters of the apostles or the Revelation to St. John. It stresses Christian faith and Christian living 
as a response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

Verse of the Day:  The Verse of the Day is a verse, often times from the New Testament, that echoes or reinforces the theme or tone of the focus of today’s worship 
service.   

Refrain. 

Christ is risen! He is risen indeed!  

Refrain. 

Our hearts were burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us.  

Refrain.  
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This is the Feast of Victory: The words of this hymn are taken from the book of Revelation and Psalm 72. In it, we praise the Lamb of God who shed his blood upon 
the Cross to save a fallen race. The Latin name, Dignus est Agnus, are the opening words of the first verse, “Worthy is the Lamb.”  

LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie, eleison 
For all that we need in life and for the wisdom to use all your gifts with gratitude and joy, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the steadfast assurance that nothing can separate us from your love and for the courage to stand firm against the 

assaults of Satan and every evil, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the well-being of your holy Church in all the world and for those who offer here their worship and praise, hear our 

prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Merciful God, maker and preserver of life, uphold us by your power and keep us in your tender care: 

Amen. 

HYMN | #265  This is the Feast of Victory  
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The greatest miracle of the Word is that it creates faith . 

 

11 While the beggar held on to Peter and John, all the people were astonished and came running to them in the place 

called Solomon’s Colonnade. 12 When Peter saw this, he said to them: “Men of Israel, why does this surprise you? Why do you 

stare at us as if by our own power or godliness we had made this man walk? 13 The God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob, the 

God of our fathers, has glorified his servant Jesus. You handed him over to be killed, and you disowned him before Pilate, 

though he had decided to let him go. 14 You disowned the Holy and Righteous One and asked that a murderer be released to 

you. 15 You killed the author of life, but God raised him from the dead. We are witnesses of this. 16 By faith in the name of 

Jesus, this man whom you see and know was made strong. It is Jesus’ name and the faith that comes through him that has 

given this complete healing to him, as you can all see. 
17 “Now, brothers, I know that you acted in ignorance, as did your leaders. 18 But this is how God fulfilled what he had 

foretold through all the prophets, saying that his Christ would suffer. 19 Repent, then, and turn to God, so that your sins may 

be wiped out, that times of refreshing may come from the Lord, 20 and that he may send the Christ, who has been appointed 

for you—even Jesus. 

FIRST READING | Acts 3:11-20 (pg. 1695) 

THE WORD 

The Word: We sit at the feet of Jesus, like Mary did, to hear the Word (Luke 10:42). Here is time for meditating, strengthening, forgiveness, instruction, and response.  

Salutation:  This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship. Because God has forgiven us, we have a special bond with our Lord and with each other as Christians.  

Pastor and congregation express this bond of fellowship with a blessing for each other – that the Holy Spirit would bless you as you hear God’s Word and that he 
would bless the pastor to preach God’s Word with power. 

Prayer of the Day:  Following an ancient outline, the collect for the day asks for one specific blessing.  This prayer changes each Sunday, according to the Bible 

readings for that Sunday.  

Let us pray: 

O God, by the humiliation of your Son you lifted up this fallen world from the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, 

grant your faithful people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and 

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

~Please be seated 

SALUTATION 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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First Reading: The First Reading is typically taken from the Old Testament and occasionally from the Book of Acts. In it we learn of God’s mighty words and deeds 
with the Old Testament Church, the people of Israel. 

Psalm:  The Psalm is the most ancient part of our worship service. While most of our liturgy is 1,800 years old, Jews have been singing Psalms in worship for 3,000 
years. 

PSALM OF THE DAY | Psalm 150 


