
Palm Sunday 

April 14, 2014 

SERVICE THEME 



2 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 

allow you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Holy Communion will be celebrated as part of this morning’s worship service. Here at Our Savior Lutheran Church, we 

practice “membership communion” and ask that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. On page 156 in the 

front of the hymnal, there is a “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” you can use to prepare to receive Christ’s true 

body and blood. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church 

body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 

God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it 

in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  



3 

~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch and Corissa Nelson. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. © 2017 Corissa Nelson. All Rights Reserved.  (paramentics.com / corissanelsonart.com) 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194:  
~ Divine Service I, © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ “Let Us Rejoice,” Psalm 118. Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Adapted by Ben Kratz. 

~ What Grace Is This! Text: Laurie Gauger, © 2005 Laurie Gauger. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Tune and Setting: G.A. Hennig. © 2005 G.A. Hennig. All rights 

reserved. Used by permission. 

~ No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet Text: Timothy Dudley-Smith, © 1984 Hope Publishing Company. All rights reserved. Used by permission. Tune and Setting: David W. 
Music. © 2006 NPH. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Here is the culmination of our Lenten journey of repentance and renewal. Here is final preparation for the celebration of the 

our Savior’s victory. The journey of Lent has prepared our hearts to ponder anew the Passion of our Lord and his glorious 

triumph over death and grave. With repentant hearts we join our Lord’s triumphant entry into Jerusalem, confident in his 

everlasting rule, hailing him as our Eternal King. At the same time, we are mindful that he is our King because he is the 

Messiah, the promised Son of David sent as the sacrificial Lamb of God. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture 

readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was 

acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in his path, so may we always hail him as our 

King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  John and James Haberland 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Hosanna to Our King! April 14, 2019 
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Order of Service 

PALM SUNDAY PROCESSIONAL 

Leader:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy 

Spirit be with you. 

Congregation:  And also with you.  

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

For 1700 years, the 
Christian Church has 

celebrated Palm 
Sunday—the festival 

that opens Holy 
Week—with 

“Hosannas” and palm 
branches. The events 
of Palm Sunday are 
rooted in ancient 
symbolism. The 

donkey that Jesus rode 
on would have been 

viewed as an animal of 
humility, ridden by a 
king when he wanted 
to emphasize that he 
was coming in peace 
rather than waging 
war. Palm branches 

were used to cover the 
path of someone 

thought worthy of the 
highest honor. In 

Jesus’ time the palm 
branch symbolized 

hope, life, and victory. 
These link to 

Revelation 7:9, where 
John sees a heavenly 
multitude  of saints 
standing before the 
throne of the Lamb 
and holding palm 

branches. 

Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our 

Lord’s suffering, death, and resurrection. Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration 

of Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our Messiah: to 

suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated at the 

empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share in his 

resurrection and new life. 

 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

THOSE WISHING TO JOIN IN THE PROCESSIONAL ARE INVITED TO GATHER IN THE WELCOME AREA.  
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Gospel 

The congregation 
stands for the reading 
of the Gospel. (In the 

past, soldiers put down 
their weapons and 

kings removed their 
crowns when the 
Gospel was read.) 
Christ—his life, his 
words of law and 

Gospel, his suffering 
and death, his 

resurrection, his 
ascension, his 

assignment to the 
Church, his promise to 
return—is the center of 

the Gospel.  The 
faithful have waited 
for this moment, this 
reading. They stand in 

reverence. After 
hearing the Gospel, we 
respond with a joyful 
acclamation of praise.  

PSALM 118 

The leader will introduce the refrain and sing the verses of the song.  

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain as indicated. 

 

Refrain.  

Refrain.  

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever; 

Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.”  Refrain. 

 

Hosanna!  Come and save us, Lord; O Lord, grant us success, 

Blessed is he who in God’s name comes, from the Lord’s house we will bless you.  Refrain. 

 

With boughs in hand join the procession up to the horns of the altar. 

You are my God, I thank you, my God I will exalt you.  Refrain. 

  

GOSPEL   Luke 19:28-40 (pg. 1631) 

28 After Jesus had said this, he went on ahead, going up to Jerusalem. 29 As he approached 

Bethphage and Bethany at the hill called the Mount of Olives, he sent two of his disciples, saying to 

them, 30 “Go to the village ahead of you, and as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, which no 

one has ever ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31 If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ tell 

him, ‘The Lord needs it.’ ” 

32 Those who were sent ahead went and found it just as he had told them. 33 As they were 

untying the colt, its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 

34 They replied, “The Lord needs it.” 

The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter 19. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 
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Let us pray. 

God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as a king by those 

who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm branches in his path. Accept our 

praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in our triumphant King, Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Let us go forth in peace, 

In the name of the Lord. 

Directions for the Palm Processional:  During the singing of the processional hymn, we will walk into the sanctuary as 
outlined by the diagram below.  As you come up the middle aisle, you can move to your seat. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FRONT 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

35 They brought it to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As he went 

along, people spread their cloaks on the road. 

37 When he came near the place where the road goes down the Mount of Olives, the whole 

crowd of disciples began joyfully to praise God in loud voices for all the miracles they had seen: 

38  “Blessed is the king who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” 

39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Jesus, “Teacher, rebuke your disciples!” 

40 “I tell you,” he replied, “if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out.” 
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HYMN   #131  All Glory, Laud, and Honor 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest! 

 

 

The original text of 

this hymn is from a 

long Latin hymn, 

“Gloria, laus et honor” 

by Theodulph of 

Orleans that was 

shortened and used as 

a processional in the 

Palm Sunday service 

of the medieval 

church (~820 AD).  
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PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through your Son, 

Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches of palm in 

his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect confidence; who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

 

 

Prayer of the Day 

This prayer often 
focuses on the content 

of the Gospel or 
Second Reading, aiding 
in the unity of thought 

through the service. 
Many of the Prayers of 

the Day have deep 
roots in the history of 
the Christian Church.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

First Reading 

The first reading 
generally comes from 

the Old Testament 
(except during the 

Easter season, when it 
is from the book of 

Acts) and is chosen to 
match the emphasis of 

the Gospel.  

FIRST READING   Isaiah 45:22-25 (pg. 1133) 

It is easy to miss the majesty of a king riding a donkey into Jerusalem. But the majesty so great 

that stones would praise him is on display in Isaiah’s words. He is God, and there is no other. This 

coming King will make every knee bow. But he comes to bring righteousness and strength. 

Because he brings salvation, he brings what no earthly king can provide. Bow before the Lord. For 

in this King will we be eternally exalted.  

 

22  “Turn to me and be saved, 

all you ends of the earth; 

for I am God, and there is no other. 

23  By myself I have sworn, 

my mouth has uttered in all integrity 

a word that will not be revoked: 

Before me every knee will bow; 

by me every tongue will swear. 

24  They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone 

are righteousness and strength.’ ” 

All who have raged against him 

will come to him and be put to shame. 

25  But in the LORD all the descendants of Israel 

will be found righteous and will exult. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God.  
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Psalm of the Day 

Use of the Psalms in 
worship dates back to 

the Old Testament, 
where the common 

recitation of the 
Psalter (book of 

Psalms) served to unite 
the Jews scattered 

across the lands. In 
singing the Psalms as 
God’s people across 

the centuries, we 
proclaim the peace of 

Christ dwells in us 
richly.  

PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 24 
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Second Reading 

The Second Reading is 
from the New 

Testament letters of 
the apostles or the 

Revelation to St. John. 
It stresses Christian 
faith and Christian 

living as a response to 
the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s 

church, where they will hear a Bible story, sing songs, learn a prayer, do a craft, and have their faith fed 

through God’s Word. 

SECOND READING   Philippians 2:5-11 (pg. 1827) 

The homage due a king belongs to the Christ. For he has come to serve his people, not with 

armies and war machines, but with the obedient sacrifice of his own life. Therefore he is exalted 

by saints on earth and hosts of heaven.  

 

5 Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6  Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

7  but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 

8  And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death— 

even death on a cross! 

9  Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 

10  that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 

11  and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God.  
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Creed 

Credo 

After listening to the 
sermon, the 

congregation responds 
by confessing its faith 
in the triune God. The 

word creed comes 
from the Latin word 

“credo,” which means 
“I believe.” The creed 

was originally chanted, 
making it the third of 

the five major 
canticles.  

 

PLEASE STAND 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who has spoken through 

the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen.  

PLEASE BE SEATED 

SERMON 

HOSANNA—LORD, SAVE US! 

9 The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!” 

Matthew 21:9 (NIV84) 
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Lord’s Prayer 

In this prayer, we pray 
to “Our Father in 

heaven,” reminding us 
that we are God’s 
chosen and dearly 

loved children.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Offering 

Our offerings are a 
response to the Lord 

for his goodness to us, 
which we heard about 

in the readings and 
sermon. They are to be 

given on a regular 
basis and be the first 

fruits of what we 
receive.  

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s 

good news with gifts to support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, 

please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-

deductible contribution (the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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Trusting in the promises of God, let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, 

     I am sinful by nature  

          and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

     I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

          I have not loved others as I should.  

     I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

     with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

     God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who 

gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant 

of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

PLEASE STAND 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the gift of 

salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who overcame us by 

a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

 

 

 

 

 

Confession & 

Forgiveness 

When we approach 
our holy Lord in 

worship, it is 
appropriate that we 

confess our sins to him 
and seek his 

forgiveness. After 
hearing the Gospel 

words of forgiveness, 
the congregation 
responds with a 

spoken amen—the 
congregation 

verbalizes its faith and 
expresses agreement 

with this good news of 
forgiveness and 

absolution.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Preface 

The preface—words of 
dialogue between the 

pastor and the 
congregation—are 

some of the oldest in 
the Christian liturgy, 
dating back to 200 
AD. They serve as a 
transition from the 
part of the service 

centered on the Word 
to the part centered on 

the meal that Christ 
instituted.  
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Holy, Holy, Holy 

Sanctus 

The Sanctus (coming 
from the Latin word 

for “holy”) is the 
fourth of the five 
major liturgical 

canticles. It begins 
with an echo of the 

song of the seraphim 
from Isaiah 6 and 
continues with the 

words of the crowds on 
Palm Sunday. These 

words, used centuries 
ago to greet the 

promised Messiah 
remind us that Jesus 

also comes to us today 
in the Sacrament.  

 

 

 

Words of Institution 

The pastor uses 
Christ’s words to 
consecrate—to set 

apart—the bread and 
wine. Because they are 

the words of Jesus, 
they still accomplish 

today what they 
accomplished on Holy 
Thursday: effecting the 
real presence of Jesus 

body and blood in, 
with, and under the 

bread and wine.  

 

 

Pax Domini 

The pastor proclaims 
peace to the people 

through the Pax 
Domini (Latin for 

“peace of the Lord”). 
Again, the worshipers 
receive absolution and 
assurance that God’s 

presence and peace are 
with them through the 

Sacrament. 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, which is given for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

(†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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Agnus Dei 

The Agnus Dei is the 
last of the liturgical 

canticles. Its Latin title 
simply means “Lamb 

of God.” Believers 
approach the altar of 
God by the sacrificial 
substitute who died in 

our place. We join 
with the cry of John 

the Baptist to the 
Lamb who takes away 
the sin of the word and 

grants us mercy and 
peace. The Christian 
Church has sung this 

text before 
communion for more 

than thirteen 
centuries. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LAMB OF GOD 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with 

one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran 

Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

HYMN   #130  Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 
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THE PASSION OF OUR LORD 

PLOT, PASSOVER & LORD’S SUPPER  

 Luke 22:1-38 (pg. 1636) 

HYMN | #133  Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  (verses 1-2) 

GETHSEMANE 

 Luke 22:39-54 (pg. 1638) 

TRIAL BEFORE THE HIGH PRIEST 

 Luke 22:54-71 (pg. 1639) 

HYMN | #104  Go to Dark Gethsemane  (verses 1-2) 

HYMN | #115  He Stood Before the Court  (verses 1-3) 

TRIAL BEFORE PILATE 

 Luke 23:1-25 (pg. 1639) 

HYMN | #105  O Sacred Head, Now Wounded  (verses 1-3) 

DEATH AND BURIAL 

 Luke 23:26-56 (pg. 1641) 

HYMN | #715  What Grace Is This!  
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HYMN | #715  What Grace Is This!  
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PRAYER 

BLESSING 

PLEASE STAND 

All glory, praise, and honor be to You, O Lord.  You are our Redeemer and our King, our Savior and 

our Friend.  We adore You and exalt Your Holy Name.   

Hosanna in the highest; Lord, save us.   

Lord, during this Holy Week, strengthen our faith and trust in You.  As we move from the triumph 

of Palm Sunday with its cries of "Hosanna" to the institution of the Lord's Supper on Maundy 

Thursday to the agony of Good Friday to the glories of Easter, be with us and send Your Spirit that 

our meditation on Your passion may move us to greater love for You and for others. 

Hosanna in the highest; Lord, save us.  Amen. 

 

 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of 

service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to 

nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blessing 

The blessing spoken by 
the pastor at the close 
of the service is known 

as the Aaronic 
blessing. These words 

were first given to 
Aaron and his sons 
(the priests) by the 

Lord to bless the 
people of Israel 

(Numbers 6:22-27). 
Just as we began the 

service in the name of 
the Triune God, so we 
also end the service in 
his name. The blessing 
is God’s assurance that 

he will go with us as 
we leave and return to 
the world to serve him.  
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HYMN   #716  No Tramp of Soldiers’ Marching Feet 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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