
  
 

HAIL THE KING WHO  
COMES TO SAVE US! 

 

Palm Sunday 
April ��, ���� 
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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you 

are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place 

it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
April 13, 2014  -  Palm Sunday 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Roger Benz 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Hail the King who humbly comes to save us!   

 

For 1700 years the Christian Church has celebrated 

with Hosannas and palm branches this festival that 

opens Holy Week. The season of Lent draws to a 

close as the people of God gather to celebrate the 

coming of Jesus to Jerusalem to suffer, die, and rise 

again. The majesty of the King of kings is veiled by 

his humility and lowliness, but to the eyes of faith 

he is recognized as the Lord. The cry must go up in 

joy, praise, and prayer: Hosanna! Blessed is he who 

comes in the name of the Lord! 
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BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 

service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through 

your Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and 

branches of palm in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with 

perfect confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

FOR FAMILIES 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 

day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, 

learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the 

sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 

service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 

(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body 

with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world 

mission work.  
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DIVINE SERVICE 

~Please stand 

(L)eader:  The grace of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the  

Holy Spirit be with you. 

(C)ongregation:  And also with you. 

L: Dear friends in Christ, for five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of 

our Lord’s paschal mystery. Today we come together to begin the solemn celebration of 

Holy Week. Christ entered in triumph into his own city to complete his work as our Messiah: 

to suffer, to die, and to rise again. Let us remember with devotion his entry that culminated 

at the empty tomb and follow him with a lively faith. United with him by Baptism, we share 

in his resurrection and new life.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 

INVOCATION 



� 

GOSPEL Matthew 21:1-11 (pg. 1531) 

21   As they approached Jerusalem and came to Bethphage on the Mount of Olives, Jesus 

sent two disciples, 2 saying to them, “Go to the village ahead of you, and at once you will find a 

donkey tied there, with her colt by her. Untie them and bring them to me. 3 If anyone says 

anything to you, tell him that the Lord needs them, and he will send them right away.” 
4 This took place to fulfill what was spoken through the prophet: 

5  “Say to the Daughter of Zion, 

‘See, your king comes to you, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.’ ” 

6 The disciples went and did as Jesus had instructed them. 7 They brought the donkey and 

the colt, placed their cloaks on them, and Jesus sat on them. 8 A very large crowd spread their 

cloaks on the road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road. 9 The 

crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed shouted, 

“Hosanna to the Son of David!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Hosanna in the highest!” 

10 When Jesus entered Jerusalem, the whole city was stirred and asked, “Who is this?” 
11 The crowds answered, “This is Jesus, the prophet from Nazareth in Galilee.” 

Why did Jesus come 
so humbly? Because 
he came not to rule 
us, but to save us. 
He came not to 
demand anything 
from us, but to give 
everything for us. 

L: Let us pray. 

God our Father, we remember how Jesus entered Jerusalem and was welcomed as a king by 

those who shouted “Hosanna” and spread their clothing and palm branches in his path. 

Accept our praise, and listen to our prayers as we rejoice in our triumphant King, Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord.   

C: Amen. 

L: Let us go forth in peace. 

C: In the name of the Lord. 
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PALM SUNDAY PROCESSION 

L: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

C: Hosanna in the highest! 
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L: Let us pray: 

We praise you, O God, for the great acts of love by which you redeemed us through your 

Son, Jesus Christ. As he was acclaimed by those who scattered their garments and branches 

of palm in his path, so may we always hail him as our King and follow him with perfect 

confidence; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

9  Rejoice greatly, O Daughter of Zion! 

Shout, Daughter of Jerusalem! 

See, your king comes to you, 

righteous and having salvation, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey. 
10  I will take away the chariots from Ephraim 

and the war-horses from Jerusalem, 

and the battle bow will be broken. 

He will proclaim peace to the nations. 

His rule will extend from sea to sea 

and from the River to the ends of the earth. 

THE WORD 

Zechariah tells 
Jerusalem to rejoice 
when the messianic 
King comes to her, 
because he will have 
with him the 
righteousness she 
needs and the 
salvation she craves. 

FIRST LESSON Zechariah 9:9-10 (pg. 1480) 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 24 
The Church heralds 
the coming Savior, 
our King: open the 
doors for him; the 
King who comes is 
the Lord Almighty, 
the King of glory. 

1     The earth is the LORD’s, and everything in it, 

the world, and all who live in it; 
2     for he founded it upon the seas 

and established it upon the waters. 

3      Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? 

Who may stand in his holy place? 
4     He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 

who does not lift up his soul to an idol 

or swear by what is false. 
5     He will receive blessing from the LORD 

and vindication from God his Savior. 
6     Such is the generation of those who seek him, 

who seek your face, O God of Jacob.  

7     Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

be lifted up, you ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 
8     Who is this King of glory? 

The LORD strong and mighty, 

the LORD mighty in battle. 
9     Lift up your heads, O you gates; 

lift them up, you ancient doors, 

that the King of glory may come in. 
10     Who is he, this King of glory? 

The LORD Almighty— 

he is the King of glory.  
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5      Your attitude should be the same as that of Christ Jesus: 

6     Who, being in very nature God, 

did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 
7     but made himself nothing, 

taking the very nature of a servant, 

being made in human likeness. 
8     And being found in appearance as a man, 

he humbled himself 

and became obedient to death— 

even death on a cross! 
9     Therefore God exalted him to the highest place 

and gave him the name that is above every name, 
10     that at the name of Jesus every knee should bow, 

in heaven and on earth and under the earth, 
11     and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, 

to the glory of God the Father. 

In his great  
humility, Jesus won 
the peace of 
forgiveness for us. 

SECOND LESSON Philippians 2:5-11 (pg. 1827) 

VERSE OF THE DAY John 12:23 

C: Refrain (sung twice)   

L: The hour has come for the Son of Man to be glorified. 

C: Refrain (sung twice)   
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Children are invited 
to assemble at the 
front for a children’s 
message. 
 
During the singing 
of the hymn, parents 
may choose to 
escort their young  
child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear 
a Bible story, sing 
songs, learn a prayer, 
and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

HYMN OF THE DAY #131 

All Glory, Laud, and Honor 
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THE SAVIOR’S PASSION HISTORY  
FROM THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW 

PLOT, PASSOVER  
AND LORD’S SUPPER 

Matthew 26:1-35 (pg. 1542) 

GETHSEMANE Matthew 26:36-56 (pg. 1544) 

TRIAL BEFORE  
THE HIGH PRIEST 

Matthew 26:57-75 (pg. 1545) 

TRIAL BEFORE PILATE Matthew 27:1-26 (pg. 1546) 

DEATH AND BURIAL Matthew 27:27-66 (pg. 1547) 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  
verse 1 

HYMN RESPONSE #133 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  
verse 2 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  
verse 3 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  
verse 4 

Ride On, Ride On in Majesty  
verse 5 

HYMN RESPONSE #133 

HYMN RESPONSE #133 

HYMN RESPONSE #133 

HYMN RESPONSE #133 
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~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who 

has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

NICENE CREED  ~  Credo 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.  
Christian’s 
composed the 
Nicene Creed in the 
fourth century to 
defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the 
Father in one eternal, 
undivided Trinity. 
 
* The original text 
here reads “catholic,” 
a word meaning 
“universal.”  The 
Church consists of all 
believers in heaven 
and earth, of every 
time in history. 

OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer 
him our first and 
best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him.  

~Please stand 

L: People loved by God, let us come before our Father’s throne of grace with confidence 

through our Lord Jesus and, in the power of His Spirit, ask His mercy for all in need. 

 

L: For the holy Church of God throughout the world, that God the almighty Father gather and 

guide it so that we may worship Him in peace and tranquility, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

~Please be seated 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L: For our pastors, teachers and all leaders of the Church, and for all the people of God, that 

they may faithfully fulfill their callings, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For those who do not believe in Christ, that the light of the Holy Spirit may show them the 

way to salvation, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For those who serve in public office, that God may guide their minds and hearts, so that all 

of us may live in true peace and freedom, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For our armed forces that Christ would protect them and use them to secure peace and 

justice, and bring them home in safety to their families, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For our families and for all the schools of the Church, that the Word of God may guide and 

govern the lives of our children, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For all who have desired our prayers that Christ would comfort by His Spirit and set them 

free from their sorrows, let us pray to the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For all who commune today, that in true and living faith we may receive the Savior’s body 

and blood for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith and love, let us pray to 

the Lord:  

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: Join our prayers and praises with those of Your faithful people of every time and every place 

and unite them in the ceaseless petitions of our great High Priest until He comes again in 

power and great glory as victorious Lord of all. Through Him, with Him and in Him, in the 

unity of the Holy Spirit, all glory and honor is Yours, almighty Father, forever and ever! 

C: Amen. 
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The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right 
which Christ gave to 
his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

L: O Lord, with the Palm Sunday crowd, we cry to you this day: 

C: Hosanna! Save us now, we pray! 

 

L: Save us for we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed. 

C: Save us for we have sinned against you by what we have done and by what we have 

left undone. 

 

L: Save us, for we have not loved you with our whole heart. 

C: Save us, for we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 

 

L: Save us because we have given you loud praise in your house,  

C: but have been quiet about you elsewhere, where we work, live and play. 

 

L: Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 

C: For the sake of Jesus Christ, Son of David and Son of God, have mercy on us. Forgive 

us, renew us and cleanse us.  By your Holy Spirit, enable us to walk in your ways and 

publicly witness to your holy name. Amen. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 

atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I 

forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

 

ABSOLUTION 
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~Please be seated 

“Sanctus” means 
“holy.”  Used 
possibly as early as 
the second century, 
this canticle was in 
wide use among 
Christians in worship 
by the fourteenth 
century. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The opening words 
of the communion 
liturgy mark the 
beginning of the 
Sacrament section of 
the service and lift 
the worshipers’ 
hearts in praise.  The 
opening sentences 
are among the 
oldest in the 
Christian liturgy. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who brought the 

gift of salvation to all people by his death on the tree of the cross, so that the devil, who 

overcame us by a tree would in turn by a tree be overcome. Therefore, with all the saints on 

earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

PREFACE 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ~  Sanctus 
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L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 
the pastor both 
proclaims the words 
of Jesus to the 
congregation and 
sets apart the bread 
and wine for the 
Lord’s use.  The sign 
of the cross reminds 
us of Christ’s death. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Jesus is God’s Lamb 
(Agnus Dei), who 
was offered as a 
sacrifice for sin once 
for all. 

LAMB OF GOD  ~  Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

THANKSGIVING 

SONG OF SIMEON ~  Nunc Dimittis 

~Please stand 

Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper 
connects us intimately 
with Christ and with 
one another who are 
united around a 
common confession 
of faith.    

The “Nunc 
Dimittis” (“Now 
dismiss”) is also 
known as the “Song 
of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word 
and Sacrament, we 
have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 
Simeon we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 
faith in the Savior. 
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CLOSING HYMN #130 VS. 3  

Hosanna, Loud Hosanna 

L: O give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

C: And his mercy endures forever.  

L: O God the Father, source of all goodness, in your loving kindness you sent your Son to share 

our humanity.  We thank you that through him you have given us pardon and peace in this 

sacrament.  We also pray that you will not forsake us but will rule our hearts and minds by 

your Holy Spirit so that we willingly serve you day after day, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

 

L: The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives 

of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all 

nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

BLESSING 

~Please be seated 



�� 



�� 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

1074 Dunnavant Valley Rd.  |  205-677-8642  |  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 


