
  
 

IN THE SHADOW OF THE CROSS 
THE BLIND CAN FINALLY SEE 

 

The Third Sunday in Lent 
March ��, ���� 



� 

W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you 

are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place 

it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
March 23, 2014 -  Third Sunday in Lent 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Rhoda Holbrook, Norah Kratz, Hannah Kratz 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

In the Shadow of the Cross... 

The blind can finally see.    

Blindness is a disability.  Jesus cares about such 

physical challenges.  We see that in the way that he 

healed the blind.  However, physical blindness can 

be managed.  Many who are physically blind lead 

rich, rewarding lives.  A much worse condition is 

spiritual blindness.  Spiritual blindness occurs when 

one cannot see the world, themselves, the future, or 

God accurately.   Scripture says we all come into the 

world spiritually blind.  But today we see how Christ 

opens our eyes so that we can finally see things as 

they really are. 
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 

service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand 

of your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

INFORMATION 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for the 

day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, 

learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the 

sermon as noted in the service folder. 

The Sacrament of Holy Communion will be offered during this morning’s worship service. Our 

Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. There is 

a gluten-free wafer available if needed.  

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 

service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 

(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body 

with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through 

world mission work.  
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DIVINE SERVICE 

~Please stand 

(L)eader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

(C)ongregation:  Amen.  

L: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him in the 

name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.   

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

 

OPENING HYMN #280 

INVOCATION 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The name of the 
triune God and the 
sign of the cross 
remind worshipers of 
their baptisms. 

The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right 
which Christ gave to 
his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

Thy Strong Word 

L: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made us 

alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his 

called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C: Amen. 

Notice how each 
stanza of this hymn 
focuses on  God as 
our light. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY  ~  Kyrie 
“Kyrie” is the Greek 
word for “Lord.”  The 
expression “Lord, 
have mercy” is one 
of the oldest 
responses in the 
Christian church. 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to 

sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin 

may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
 

L: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven as we 

await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 

HYMN #123  

Lord Jesus Christ, You Set Us Free 

L: Let us pray: 

Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of 

your power to defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

SALUTATION 
This greeting has 
deep roots in 
Christian worship 
and marks the 
beginning of the 
Word and the 
Sacrament sections 
of the service. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

~Please be seated 
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14  “For a long time I have kept silent, 

I have been quiet and held myself back. 

But now, like a woman in childbirth, 

I cry out, I gasp and pant. 
15  I will lay waste the mountains and hills 

and dry up all their vegetation; 

I will turn rivers into islands 

and dry up the pools. 
16  I will lead the blind by ways they have not known, 

along unfamiliar paths I will guide them; 

I will turn the darkness into light before them 

and make the rough places smooth. 

These are the things I will do; 

I will not forsake them. 
17  But those who trust in idols, 

who say to images, ‘You are our gods,’ 

will be turned back in utter shame. 
18  “Hear, you deaf; 

look, you blind, and see! 
19  Who is blind but my servant, 

and deaf like the messenger I send? 

Who is blind like the one committed to me, 

blind like the servant of the LORD? 
20  You have seen many things, but have paid no attention; 

your ears are open, but you hear nothing.” 
21  It pleased the LORD 

for the sake of his righteousness 

to make his law great and glorious. 

THE WORD 

God himself will lead 
his children to safety 
and will turn their 
darkness into light. 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 42:14-21 (pg. 1125) 
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The Church, 
recognizing her own 
weakness, prays for 
the gracious mercy 
and help of the Lord.  

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 143 

1  O LORD, hear my prayer, 

listen to my cry for mercy; 

in your faithfulness and righteousness 

come to my relief. 
2  Do not bring your servant into judgment, 

for no one living is righteous before you. 

3  The enemy pursues me, 

he crushes me to the ground; 

he makes me dwell in darkness 

like those long dead. 
4  So my spirit grows faint within me; 

my heart within me is dismayed. 

5  I remember the days of long ago; 

I meditate on all your works 

and consider what your hands have done. 
6  I spread out my hands to you; 

my soul thirsts for you like a parched land. 

7  Answer me quickly, O LORD; 

my spirit fails. 

Do not hide your face from me 

or I will be like those who go down to the pit. 
8  Let the morning bring me word of your unfailing love, 

for I have put my trust in you. 

Show me the way I should go, 

for to you I lift up my soul. 
9  Rescue me from my enemies, O LORD, 

for I hide myself in you. 
10  Teach me to do your will, 

for you are my God; 

may your good Spirit 

lead me on level ground. 

11  For your name’s sake, O LORD, preserve my life; 

in your righteousness, bring me out of trouble. 
12  In your unfailing love, silence my enemies; 

destroy all my foes, 

for I am your servant. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 3:14,15 

8 For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Live as children of light 9 (for 

the fruit of the light consists in all goodness, righteousness and truth) 10 and find out what 

pleases the Lord. 11 Have nothing to do with the fruitless deeds of darkness, but rather expose 

them. 12 For it is shameful even to mention what the disobedient do in secret. 13 But everything 

exposed by the light becomes visible, 14 for it is light that makes everything visible. This is why it 

is said: 

“Wake up, O sleeper, 

rise from the dead, 

and Christ will shine on you.” 

The difference 
between darkness 
and light is dramatic. 
The difference  
between believers 
and unbelievers 
should be equally so. 

SECOND LESSON Ephesians 5:8-14 (pg. 1822) 

C: Refrain (sung twice)   

L: The Son of Man must be lifted up so that those who believe may have eternal life. 

C: Refrain (sung twice) 

 

~Please stand 

GOSPEL John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 (pg. 1664) 

9 As he went along, he saw a man blind from birth. 2 His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who 

sinned, this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” 
3 “Neither this man nor his parents sinned,” said Jesus, “but this happened so that the work 

of God might be displayed in his life. 4 As long as it is day, we must do the work of him who sent 

me. Night is coming, when no one can work. 5 While I am in the world, I am the light of the 

L: The Gospel according to St. John, chapter 9. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord.  

The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of 
acclamation out of 
respect for the word 
of Christ, our King. 
 
Christ had come not 
only to give sight to 
the blind—he also 
came to bring 
judgment on the 
Pharisees who 
should have seen 
him as the Messiah, 
but who refused to 
believe even what 
they saw with their 
own eyes. 
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~Please be seated 

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ.  

world.” 
6 Having said this, he spit on the ground, made some mud with the saliva, and put it on the 

man’s eyes. 7 “Go,” he told him, “wash in the Pool of Siloam” (this word means Sent). So the man 

went and washed, and came home seeing. 
13 They brought to the Pharisees the man who had been blind. 14 Now the day on which 

Jesus had made the mud and opened the man’s eyes was a Sabbath. 15 Therefore the Pharisees 

also asked him how he had received his sight. “He put mud on my eyes,” the man replied, “and I 

washed, and now I see.” 
16 Some of the Pharisees said, “This man is not from God, for he does not keep the Sabbath.” 

But others asked, “How can a sinner do such miraculous signs?” So they were divided. 
17 Finally they turned again to the blind man, “What have you to say about him? It was your 

eyes he opened.” 

The man replied, “He is a prophet.” 

 
34 To this they replied, “You were steeped in sin at birth; how dare you lecture us!” And they 

threw him out. 
35 Jesus heard that they had thrown him out, and when he found him, he said, “Do you 

believe in the Son of Man?” 
36 “Who is he, sir?” the man asked. “Tell me so that I may believe in him.” 
37 Jesus said, “You have now seen him; in fact, he is the one speaking with you.” 
38 Then the man said, “Lord, I believe,” and he worshiped him. 
39 Jesus said, “For judgment I have come into this world, so that the blind will see and those 

who see will become blind.” 

Children are invited 
to assemble at the 
front for a children’s 
message. 
 
 
 

During the singing 
of the next hymn, 
parents may choose 
to escort their young 
child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear 
a Bible story, sing 
some songs, learn a 
prayer, and do a 
craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all 

that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, 

of one being with the Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our 

salvation, he came down from heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin 

Mary, and became fully human.  For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He 

suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the 

Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He 

will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will have 

no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who 

has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic 

Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the 

resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

NICENE CREED 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.  
Christian’s 
composed the 
Nicene Creed in the 
fourth century to 
defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the 
Father in one eternal, 
undivided Trinity. 
 
* The original text 
here reads “catholic,” 
a word meaning 
“universal.”  The 
Church consists of all 
believers in heaven 
and earth, of every 
time in history. 

OFFERING 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

The Hymn of the Day 
is assigned to this 
day because of its 
rich content and 
connection to the 
day’s Gospel. 

HYMN OF THE DAY #343 

Christ Is the World’s Light 

SERMON John 9:1-7, 13-17, 34-39 
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“Sanctus” means 
“holy.”  Used 
possibly as early as 
the second century, 
this canticle was in 
wide use among 
Christians in worship 
by the fourteenth 
century. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 

The opening words 
of the communion 
liturgy mark the 
beginning of the 
Sacrament section of 
the service and lift 
the worshipers’ 
hearts in praise.  The 
opening sentences 
are among the 
oldest in the 
Christian liturgy. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who willingly died 

under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of God’s blessing. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ~  Sanctus 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your 

Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed 

us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant 

and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the 

true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 

 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Jesus took bread 
and “gave  thanks”  
(Matthew 26:26). 
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L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 
the pastor both 
proclaims the words 
of Jesus to the 
congregation and 
sets apart the bread 
and wine for the 
Lord’s use.  The sign 
of the cross reminds 
us of Christ’s death. 

~Please be seated 

Jesus is God’s Lamb 
(Agnus Dei), who 
was offered as a 
sacrifice for sin once 
for all. 

LAMB OF GOD  ~  Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper 
connects us 
intimately with Christ 
and with one 
another as Christians 
who are united 
around a common 
confession of faith.    

~Please stand 
The “Nunc 
Dimittis” (“Now 
dismiss”) is also 
known as the “Song 
of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word 
and Sacrament, we 
have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 
Simeon we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 
faith in the Savior. 

SONG OF SIMEON ~  Nunc Dimittis 

THANKSGIVING 

Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 
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L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given 

us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished 

our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until 

that day when you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

L: The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives 

of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all 

nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 

gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #379 

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

Amazing Grace 
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