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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this evening.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you 

are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place 

it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 
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WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SERVICE 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Rhoda Holbrook 

Ushers:  Roger Benz, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Lent: A Time of Catechetical Review 

Already at the time of the Reformation, Lutheran churches would set 

aside a number of times a year to hold special services that had the 

singular purpose of reviewing the catechism, a summary of key Biblical 

teachings.   The scheduling of these special services would vary 

somewhat from year to year, with one exception.   Lent was always 

used as a time of catechetical review.     

We follow this Lutheran tradition this Lent by gathering for special 

midweek services under the theme:  Baptized Into His Death 

Under this theme, we will learn anew all that which God’s Word tells us 

about baptism.  We will see how in our baptism, we were powerfully 

connected to Christ’s death and resurrection.    We will study again 

what our baptism means for our daily lives.  And we will rededicate 

ourselves to the struggle of living the new life baptism gives. 
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~ Let My Prayers Rise Before You, Tune and setting:  David Schack. © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Reprinted by permission of Augsburg Fortress.  

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 

service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us and 

warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning 

brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. 

Come and bless us as we worship you through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 

service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 

(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body 

with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world 

mission work.  
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EVENING PRAYER 

SERVICE OF LIGHT  
Christians gather at 
the end of the day to 
raise their voices in 
thankful praise and 
prayer. These words 
portray the 
comforting  and ever
-present light of 
Christ as daylight 
disappears. 

~Please stand 
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(M)inister:  Lord God, we thank you for this day of grace now drawing to a close. Stay with us 

and warm our hearts with your forgiving love in Christ. May your Word keep our faith burning 

brightly that we may walk in the light of your presence through the darkness of this world. Come 

and bless us as we worship you: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

(C)ongregation:  Amen. 

PRAYER 

~Please be seated 

LET MY PRAYER RISE BEFORE YOU 

M: Let our prayers be acceptable in your sight. Come and help us in time of need that we may 

sing your praise in holy joy now and forever, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C: Amen. 
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LESSON 1 Peter 3:20-21(pg. 1154) 

God waited patiently in the days of Noah while the ark was being built. In it only a few people, 

eight in all, were saved through water, 21 and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you 

also—not the removal of dirt from the body but the pledge of a good conscience toward God. It 

saves you by the resurrection of Jesus Christ. 

After the lesson the congregation responds:  

C: All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. 

By his wounds we are healed. 

DEVOTION  

HYMN #736  

All Christians Who Have Been Baptized 
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OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer 
him our first and 
best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him.  

LORD, HAVE MERCY  ~  Kyrie 

M: For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and 

for the strengthening of all who serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

M: For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and 

for joy in doing your will, we pray, O Lord: 

M: For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and 

health to this and every place, we pray to you, O Lord: 

M: For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, 

mind, and spirit, and for deliverance from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O 

Lord: 



� 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

M: For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose 

souls are now at rest in your heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

M: In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your 

care. Be our shield and strength, O Lord. 

PRAYER FOR PEACE 

M: Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, 

your servants, that peace which the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey 

your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies that we may live in peace 

and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

C: Amen. 
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SONG OF SIMEON  ~  Nunc Dimittis 

BLESSING  

HYMN  #592 

All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 
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