
 



elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this evening.  In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to 

strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you 

are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place 

it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

Sound / Music:  Rhoda Holbrook 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Return to the Lord! Ash Wednesday calls us to a forty-day journey of repentance and renewal. The 

ashes upon our heads testify: Man, you are mortal; prepare to meet your God! Recognition of our sin 

leads us to cry for mercy and trust in God’s promised forgiveness. Having obtained his pardon, we 

seek a renewal of our faith and life that we might live as baptized children of God. 
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As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 

service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive 

those who turn to you. Create in us such new and contrite hearts that we may truly 

repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through  Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran 

Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz after the 

service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the church office at 

(205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body 

with congregations serving all fifty of the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world 

mission work.  



1  Have mercy on me, O God, 

according to your unfailing love; 

according to your great compassion 

blot out my transgressions. 
2  Wash away all my iniquity 

and cleanse me from my sin. 

3  For I know my transgressions, 

and my sin is always before me. 
4  Against you, you only, have I sinned 

and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you are proved right when you speak 

and justified when you judge. 
5  Surely I was sinful at birth, 

sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 
6  Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

you teach me wisdom 

in the inmost place. 

7  Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 
8  Let me hear joy and gladness; 

let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 
9  Hide your face from my sins 

and blot out all my iniquity. 

10  Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 
11  Do not cast me from your presence 

or take your Holy Spirit from me. 
12  Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

13  Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

and sinners will turn back to you. 
14  Save me from bloodguilt, O God, 

the God who saves me, 

and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

This psalm describes 

David’s thoughts 

when the prophet 

Nathan came to him 

after David had 

committed adultery 

with Bathsheba. 



(L)eader: Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to  

love all humanity, and to live in harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, 

our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our Creator intended for us. By 

our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to 

turn to him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our 

place under the law, to suffer for us, and to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who 

had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the righteousness of God. 

During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, 

who for the joy set before him endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the 

right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know Christ and the power of his 

resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like 

him in his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything 

that leads us away from love of God and neighbor.  

I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit 

yourselves to this struggle. Let us be silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of 

reflection and self-examination. 

 

Silence for reflection and self-examination. 

15  O Lord, open my lips, 

and my mouth will declare your praise. 
16  You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 
17  The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, 

O God, you will not despise. 

18  In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 

build up the walls of Jerusalem. 
19  Then there will be righteous sacrifices, 

whole burnt offerings to delight you; 

then bulls will be offered on your altar. 



L: Most holy and merciful Father, 

C: We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault,  

 by our own grievous fault  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done,  

 and by what we have left undone. 

L: We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

L: We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  

We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  

We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

C: Have mercy on us, Lord. 

L: We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  

The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

L: Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

L: Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than our-

selves 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

L: Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

L: Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us 

C: We confess to you, O Lord. 

L: Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffer-

ing and our indifference to injustice and cruelty, 

C: Forgive us, O Lord. 

L: For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and 

contempt for those who differ from us, 

C: Forgive us, O Lord. 



The use of the keys 

(the power to forgive 

sins) is that special 

power and right 

which Christ gave to 

his church on earth:  

to forgive the sins of 

penitent sinners  

(See John 20:21-23). 

The minister applies ashes to the forehead or the hand of each in the form of a small cross. 

L: Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 

 

After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 

L: Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 

C: That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

L: By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 

C: Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

L: Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but 

rather that they turn from their wickedness and live.  

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son () and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we 

continue to abide in the true faith and at the last be received by him through the merits of 

Jesus Christ our Lord. 

C: Amen. 

 

L: For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 

C: Forgive us, O Lord. 

L: Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

C: Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

Those who desire to 

receive the sign of 

ashes come forward. 

Baptized children 

may come forward 

at their parents’ 

discretion.  

 



12     For our offenses are many in your sight, 

and our sins testify against us. 

Our offenses are ever with us, 

and we acknowledge our iniquities: 
13     rebellion and treachery against the LORD, 

turning our backs on our God, 

fomenting oppression and revolt, 

uttering lies our hearts have conceived. 
14     So justice is driven back, 

and righteousness stands at a distance; 

truth has stumbled in the streets, 

honesty cannot enter. 
15     Truth is nowhere to be found, 

and whoever shuns evil becomes a prey. 

The LORD looked and was displeased 

that there was no justice. 
16     He saw that there was no one, 

he was appalled that there was no one to intervene; 

so his own arm worked salvation for him, 

and his own righteousness sustained him. 
17     He put on righteousness as his breastplate, 

and the helmet of salvation on his head; 

he put on the garments of vengeance 

and wrapped himself in zeal as in a cloak. 
18     According to what they have done, 

so will he repay 

wrath to his enemies 

and retribution to his foes; 

he will repay the islands their due. 
19     From the west, men will fear the name of the LORD, 

and from the rising of the sun, they will revere his glory. 

For he will come like a pent-up flood 

that the breath of the LORD drives along. 

20     “The Redeemer will come to Zion, 

to those in Jacob who repent of their sins,” 

declares the LORD. 

The call to 

repentance reminds 

us that the Lord is 

coming again, 

clothed in 

righteousness  

and salvation, but 

also in vengeance 

and zeal. He comes 

to repay his enemies 

according to what 

they have  

done (v 18), but for 

the repentant, he 

repays them 

according to what he 

has done (v 16). 

Return to the Lord,  

and your Redeemer 

will come! 



The Church bows in 

repentance before 

God. 

1     Out of the depths I cry to you, O LORD; 
2     O Lord, hear my voice. 

Let your ears be attentive 

to my cry for mercy. 

3     If you, O LORD, kept a record of sins, 

O Lord, who could stand? 
4     But with you there is forgiveness; 

therefore you are feared. 

5     I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

and in his word I put my hope. 
6     My soul waits for the Lord 

more than watchmen wait for the morning, 

more than watchmen wait for the morning. 

7     O Israel, put your hope in the LORD, 

for with the LORD is unfailing love 

and with him is full redemption. 
8     He himself will redeem Israel 

from all their sins. 

We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. 21 God made him who had no sin to be 

sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God. 
 

6 As God’s fellow workers we urge you not to receive God’s grace in vain. 2 For he says, 

“In the time of my favor I heard you, 

and in the day of salvation I helped you.” 

I tell you, now is the time of God’s favor, now is the day of salvation. 

 At the beginning of 

our Lenten walk, 

Paul reminds us the 

solution for sin is  

found in the Savior. 

Return to God 

because now is the 

time of God’s favor. 



The Hymn of the Day 

is assigned to this 

day because of its 

rich content and 

connection to the 

day’s Gospel. 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody 

else, Jesus told this parable: 10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the 

other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I 

am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 12 I fast 

twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 
13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat 

his breast and said, ‘God, have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 
14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For 

everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 



C: I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was 

buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  

From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 What does this mean? 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, and also 

true man, born of the virgin Mary, is my Lord. 

 He has redeemed me, a lost and condemned creature, purchased and won me from all 

sins, from death, and from the power of the devil, not with gold or silver but with his 

holy, precious blood and with his innocent suffering and death. 

 All this he did that I should be his own, and live under him in his kingdom, and serve 

him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness, just as he has risen from 

death and lives and rules eternally. 

 This is most certainly true. 

Moved by God’s love 

in Christ, we offer 

him our first and 

best gifts, purely out 

of thanks to him.  



The Lord invites our 

prayers and asks that 

Christians pray for 

many people and 

circumstances. 
L: Holy and righteous God, as we begin again the solemn spiritual journey of Lent, we 

come before you in deep humility. We confess that we are sinners, both by the 

nature we inherit and by the sinful thoughts and desires, words and actions that 

nature produces. Because of our sins, we deserve only your wrath and punishment. 

Yet you reveal yourself, not only as a God of holiness and justice but as a God of 

mercy and love. Despairing of our own merits and worthiness, and in response to 

your gracious invitation, we come pleading for your forgiveness. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for your holy name’s sake. 

L: You have revealed your love and mercy for us sinners in Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Savior. You sent him into our world to be the atoning sacrifice for the sins of all 

people. Help us grasp by faith the great truth that the pain and suffering, 

the mockery and ridicule, and the death and punishment he endured should have 

been ours. Help us understand that in incomprehensible love he suffered and died 

for us. 

C: Lord, have mercy on us for Jesus’ sake. 

L: In silent meditation let us reflect on our sins, praise our Savior for the forgiveness he 

has won for us, and ask for God’s continued grace to remove any doubt that we are 

forgiven. 

Time for silent meditation follows. 

 

L: God of grace and mercy, may your Spirit continue to be with us as we follow the 

way of the cross. As we contemplate the story of our Savior’s passion, build us up in 

our faith. Renew in us the zeal to serve you by reflecting your love in our lives. Give 

us the desire and the ability to boldly proclaim the grace in which we stand, so that 

all for whom you lived and died may join us in fellowship now and in your presence 

forever. 

C: We offer our humble thanks and praise, our prayers and petitions, and 

ourselves in body and spirit to you, Lord God. Hear us, according to your 

promise, for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 

 



“Sanctus” means 

“holy.”  Used 

possibly as early as 

the second century, 

this canticle was in 

wide use among 

Christians in worship 

by the fourteenth 

century. 

The opening words 

of the communion 

liturgy mark the 

beginning of the 

Sacrament section of 

the service and lift 

the worshipers’ 

hearts in praise.  The 

opening sentences 

are among the 

oldest in the 

Christian liturgy. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, 

holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who willingly died 

under the curse of this world’s sin so that we may live forever in the light of God’s blessing. 

Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and 

join their glorious song: 



L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my ( ) body, 

which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this 

is my ( ) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  

Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

As he speaks the 

Words of Institution, 

the pastor both 

proclaims the words 

of Jesus to the 

congregation and 

sets apart the bread 

and wine for the 

Lord’s use.  The sign 

of the cross reminds 

us of Christ’s death. 

Jesus is God’s Lamb 

(Agnus Dei), who 

was offered as a 

sacrifice for sin once 

for all. 



The Scriptures teach 

that the celebration 

of the Lord’s Supper 

connects us 

intimately with Christ 

and with one 

another as Christians 

who are united 

around a common 

confession of faith.    

Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and ( ) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

The blessing of 

Aaron has been 

spoken over God’s 

people for over 

3,500 years.  The 

Lord said, “So they 

will put my name on 

[them], and I will 

bless them”  

(Numbers 6:27). 




