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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide 

church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather before 

our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  



~ Cover Art by  

~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194:  

~ Morning Praise, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ Morning Praise Music settings by Pastor Michael Schultz. © 2010 Michael Schultz. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ Lent Gathering Rite: The Time of Fulfillment, Contributors: James Chepponis; Tune: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. Text: © 1994, GIA Publications, Inc. 

So many things in our world and in our life clamber for our attention and want to be first in our lives. It can be hard to weed out 

the unimportant and keep the important in the right priority. Even more difficult, no, impossible, is to do if perfectly each and 

every day. Your Savior God wants to be first in your life. He went to war for you fighting the devil, the sinful world, your own 

sinful nature so that your relationship with God might be restored. His perfect obedience and sacrifice for us assures us of our 

salvation.  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, look with favor on your humble servants and stretch out the right hand of your power to 

defend us against all our enemies; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you 

and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Music:  Brent Nolte 

Ushers:  Bob Holbrook, Doug Vertein 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 
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MORNING PRAISE 

Leader:  O Lord, open my lips.  

Congregation:  And my mouth shall declare your praise.  

Hasten to save me, O God.  

O Lord, come quickly to help me.  

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness.  

1 John 1:8-9 

 

OPENING SENTENCES 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

The Confession of Sins  We confess our sins against God and one another and seek the Lord’s mercy and forgiveness. The Service encourages silent confession 
during a short pause following the confessional prayer. 

 

~Please stand 

GATHERING RITE | The Time of Fulfillment 

Refrain. 

Come worship the Lord who was raised from the dead, was raised from the dead.  

Refrain. 



 

5 

Absolution:  The use of the keys (the power to forgive sins) is that special power and right which Christ gave to his church on earth:  to forgive the sins of penitent 
sinners. See John 20:21-23. 

 

ABSOLUTION 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning 

sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, 

I am sinful by nature  

      and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

       I have not loved others as I should.  

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

Refrain. 

Come worship the Lord who was raised from the dead, was raised from the dead.  

Refrain. 
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The Word: We sit at the feet of Jesus, like Mary did, to hear the Word (Luke 10:42). Here is time for meditating, strengthening, forgiveness, instruction, and response.  

Obedience starts with love for God and shows itself in service to our neighbor.  

 

20 And God spoke all these words: 

2  “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 

3  “You shall have no other gods before me. 

4  “You shall not make for yourself an idol in the form of anything in heaven above or on the earth beneath or in the waters 

below. 5 You shall not bow down to them or worship them; for I, the Lord your God, am a jealous God, punishing the 

children for the sin of the fathers to the third and fourth generation of those who hate me, 6 but showing love to a 

thousand generations of those who love me and keep my commandments. 

7  “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone guiltless who misuses his name. 

8  “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 9 Six days you shall labor and do all your work, 10 but the seventh day is a 

Sabbath to the Lord your God. On it you shall not do any work, neither you, nor your son or daughter, nor your 

manservant or maidservant, nor your animals, nor the alien within your gates. 11 For in six days the Lord made the 

heavens and the earth, the sea, and all that is in them, but he rested on the seventh day. Therefore the Lord 

blessed the Sabbath day and made it holy. 

12  “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your God is giving you. 

13  “You shall not murder. 

14  “You shall not commit adultery. 

15  “You shall not steal. 

16  “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

17  “You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, 

his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor.” 

FIRST READING | Exodus 20:1-17 (pg. 118) 

THE WORD 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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MORNING PSALM  | Psalm 5 
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Salvation is found only in submission to God’s solution to our need.  

 

18 For the message of the cross is foolishness to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved it is the power of 

God. 19 For it is written: 

“I will destroy the wisdom of the wise; 

the intelligence of the intelligent I will frustrate.” 

20 Where is the wise man? Where is the scholar? Where is the philosopher of this age? Has not God made foolish the 

wisdom of the world? 21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not know him, God was pleased 

through the foolishness of what was preached to save those who believe. 22 Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look 

for wisdom, 23 but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, 24 but to those whom 

God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 For the foolishness of God is wiser 

than man’s wisdom, and the weakness of God is stronger than man’s strength. 

SECOND READING | 1 Corinthians 1:18-25 (pg. 1772) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

All we like sheep have gone astray, and the Lord has laid on him the iniquity of us all. By his wounds we are healed.  

SEASONAL RESPONSE 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s church, where they will hear a Bible 

story, sing songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft.   
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HYMN OF THE DAY | #286  The Law Commands and Makes Us Know 

SERMON | John 2:13-22 (pg. 1648) 

13 When it was almost time for the Jewish Passover, Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14 In the temple courts he found men 

selling cattle, sheep and doves, and others sitting at tables exchanging money. 15 So he made a whip out of cords, and drove 

all from the temple area, both sheep and cattle; he scattered the coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16 

To those who sold doves he said, “Get these out of here! How dare you turn my Father’s house into a market!” 
17 His disciples remembered that it is written: “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 
18 Then the Jews demanded of him, “What miraculous sign can you show us to prove your authority to do all this?” 
19 Jesus answered them, “Destroy this temple, and I will raise it again in three days.” 
20 The Jews replied, “It has taken forty-six years to build this temple, and you are going to raise it in three days?” 21 But 

the temple he had spoken of was his body. 22 After he was raised from the dead, his disciples recalled what he had said. Then 

they believed the Scripture and the words that Jesus had spoken. 
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Hymn of the Day: The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 

Sermon:   The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed representative who illuminates 

the Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings 
law and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper and enlivens their faith and life.  

YOU ARE GOD, WE PRAISE YOU | Te Deum 

~Please stand 
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You are God:  The song “You are God, We Praise You (in Latin, Te Deum Laudamus), is one of the ancient hymns of the Christian Church, dating back to the Fourth 
century. 

~Please be seated 
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OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to 

support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution 

(the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Lord have Mercy: We lift up our prayers with a cry for mercy to the Lord. Lord have mercy is one of the most ancient responses of the Christian Church.  

Lord’s Prayer:  The Lord’s Prayer was given by our Savior to his Church in response  to the disciples’ request to be taught to pray (See Matthew 6:9-13). The 

conclusion to the prayer, also known as the Doxology, was a common conclusion to ancient prayers.  

LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie 

In peace, let us pray to the Lord.  

For the well-being of people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they need to sustain body and life, hear our 

prayer, O Lord.  

Lord, have mercy.  

For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost in sin may be brought to faith in you, 

hear our prayer, O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lost the hope of heaven as we await your return, hear our prayer, 

O Lord. 

Lord, have mercy.  

Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

Amen.  
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

O Lord, our heavenly Father, almighty and everlasting God, you have brought us safely to this new day.  Defend us with your 

mighty power, and grant that this day we neither fall into sin nor run into any kind of danger; and in all we do, direct us to 

what is right in your sight, through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord. 

Amen.  

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

HYMN | #456  Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture all believers to 

prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

Blessing:  This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  It is known as the Aaronic blessing because the Lord first instructed Aaron, the first 
High Priest of the children of Israel, to share the promise of blessing: “So they will put my name on [them], and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27). 
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