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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service 

we gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We 

also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and 

powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in 

our entryway.  You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or 

an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
February 16, 2014  -  Sixth Sunday  after the Epiphany 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Roger Benz 

Ushers:  Roger Benz, Bob Holbrook 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Today Jesus' words about himself refute the idea that there 

are many paths to the same God. Just as Scripture teaches 

that there is only one true God, so also Jesus taught that he 

was the only way to him. Those who are trying to make it 

home to the heavenly Father have but one path to travel. To 

those who are lost and looking to get home Jesus says: I am 

the way, the truth, and the life. 
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BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer 

before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 

this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen. 

FOR THE CHILDREN 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture 

lessons for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that 

will allow you to see and hear the service. 

 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing 

some songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s 

church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior 

Lutheran Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor 

Kratz after the service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call 

the church office at (205) 677-8642. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

~Please stand 

(L)eader:  The grace of our Lord () Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship  

of the Holy Spirit be with you.  

(C)ongregation:  And also with you.  

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as 

his dear children.  But we have disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and 

punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways 

I have sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child.  But 

trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent 

death of our Lord Jesus Christ, he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own 

dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his will.   

C: Amen. 

OPENING HYMN #528 

GREETING 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right 
which Christ gave to 
his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

Christ Is Our Cornerstone 
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L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Let us pray: 

O God, you form the minds of your faithful people into a single will. Make us love 

what you command and desire what you promise, that among the many changes of 

this world, our hearts may ever yearn for the lasting joys of heaven; through Jesus 

Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

GLORY TO GOD  ~  ”Gloria in Excelsis” 

This greeting has 
deep roots in 
Christian worship. 

Christians praise God 
by proclaiming the 
great things he has 
done to accomplish 
our rescue from sin.  
“Glory to God in the 
Highest” has been a 
Christian song of 
worship since the 
fourth century. 
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20     “Gather together and come; 

assemble, you fugitives from the nations. 

Ignorant are those who carry about idols of wood, 

who pray to gods that cannot save. 
21     Declare what is to be, present it— 

let them take counsel together. 

Who foretold this long ago, 

who declared it from the distant past? 

Was it not I, the LORD? 

And there is no God apart from me, 

a righteous God and a Savior; 

there is none but me. 

22     “Turn to me and be saved, 

all you ends of the earth; 

for I am God, and there is no other. 
23     By myself I have sworn, 

my mouth has uttered in all integrity 

a word that will not be revoked: 

Before me every knee will bow; 

by me every tongue will swear. 
24     They will say of me, ‘In the LORD alone 

are righteousness and strength.’ ” 

All who have raged against him 

will come to him and be put to shame. 
25     But in the LORD all the descendants of Israel 

will be found righteous and will exult. 
 

THE WORD 

Turn to the Lord; he 
is the only God and 
Savior. 

FIRST LESSON Isaiah 45:20-25 (pg. 1133) 
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PSALM OF THE DAY  PSALM #2 
Those who take 
refuge in the Son are 
blessed; those who 
stand against him 
will be destroyed. 

1     Why do the nations conspire 

and the peoples plot in vain? 
2     The kings of the earth take their stand 

and the rulers gather together 

   against the LORD 

and against his Anointed One. 
3     “Let us break their chains,” they say, 

“and throw off their fetters.” 

4     The One enthroned in heaven laughs; 

the Lord scoffs at them. 
5     Then he rebukes them in his anger 

and terrifies them in his wrath, saying, 
6     “I have installed my King 

on Zion, my holy hill.” 
7     I will proclaim the decree of the LORD: 

He said to me, “You are my Son; 

today I have become your Father. 
8     Ask of me, 

and I will make the nations your inheritance, 

the ends of the earth your possession. 
9     You will rule them with an iron scepter; 

you will dash them to pieces like pottery.” 

10     Therefore, you kings, be wise; 

be warned, you rulers of the earth. 
11     Serve the LORD with fear 

and rejoice with trembling. 
12     Kiss the Son, lest he be angry 

and you be destroyed in your way, 

for his wrath can flare up in a moment. 

Blessed are all who take refuge in him. 
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4 The priests and the captain of the temple guard and the Sadducees came up to 

Peter and John while they were speaking to the people. 2 They were greatly disturbed 

because the apostles were teaching the people and proclaiming in Jesus the 

resurrection of the dead. 3 They seized Peter and John, and because it was evening, they 

put them in jail until the next day. 4 But many who heard the message believed, and the 

number of men grew to about five thousand. 
5 The next day the rulers, elders and teachers of the law met in Jerusalem. 6 Annas 

the high priest was there, and so were Caiaphas, John, Alexander and the other men of 

the high priest’s family. 7 They had Peter and John brought before them and began to 

question them: “By what power or what name did you do this?” 
8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them: “Rulers and elders of the 

people! 9 If we are being called to account today for an act of kindness shown to a 

cripple and are asked how he was healed, 10 then know this, you and all the people of 

Israel: It is by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified but whom God 

raised from the dead, that this man stands before you healed. 11 He is 

“ ‘the stone you builders rejected, 

which has become the capstone.’ 

12 Salvation is found in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given to 

men by which we must be saved.” 

The apostles 
proclaim the name 
of Jesus because 
salvation is found in 
no one else. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 4:1-12 (pg. 1696) 
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 14:6 

L: Refrain. 

 

C: Refrain 

 

L: I am the way, the truth and life. 

 

REFRAIN 

L: No one can come to God but through me. 

C:  Refrain. 

C:   

C:   
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14  “Do not let your hearts be troubled. Trust in God; trust also in me. 2 In my 

Father’s house are many rooms; if it were not so, I would have told you. I am going 

there to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 

back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am. 4 You know the way 

to the place where I am going.” 
5 Thomas said to him, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we 

know the way?” 
6 Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the 

Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. 

From now on, you do know him and have seen him.” 
8 Philip said, “Lord, show us the Father and that will be enough for us.” 
9 Jesus answered: “Don’t you know me, Philip, even after I have been among you 

such a long time? Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father. How can you say, 

‘Show us the Father’? 10 Don’t you believe that I am in the Father, and that the Father is 

in me? The words I say to you are not just my own. Rather, it is the Father, living in me, 

who is doing his work. 11 Believe me when I say that I am in the Father and the Father is 

in me; or at least believe on the evidence of the miracles themselves. 12 I tell you the 

truth, anyone who has faith in me will do what I have been doing. He will do even 

greater things than these, because I am going to the Father. 

~Please be seated 

~Please stand 

After the Gospel, the congregation responds:  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

GOSPEL John 14:1-12 (pg. 1675) 
The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of 
acclamation out of 
respect for the word 
of Christ, our King. 
 

Those searching for 
God and searching 
for home find both 
in only one way. 

Children are invited 
to assemble at the 
front for a children’s 
message. 

 
During the singing 
of the hymn, parents 
may choose to 
escort their young  
child(ren) to our 
children’s church, 
where they will hear 
a Bible story, sing 
songs, learn a prayer, 
and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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HYMN OF THE DAY #356 

You Are the Way; through You Alone 

SERMON John 14:1-12 

HYMN  #750 

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

~Please stand 
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Each petition ends... 

L: ...let us pray to the Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy.  

 

~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 

Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, 

died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose again 

from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of 

God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of 

saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life 

everlasting.  Amen. 

APOSTLES CREED 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.   

~Please be seated 

OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer 
him our first and 
best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him.  
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HYMN #367  

Christ Be My Leader 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

~Please be seated 
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L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and () give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

L: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and 

do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 

strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

L: The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped 

for lives of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to 

all nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian 

service. 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #320 

On My Heart Imprint Your Image 

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 
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