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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide 

church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather before 

our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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HYMN | #592  All Praise to Thee, My God, This Night 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

~Please be seated 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 

Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come 

forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

Lord God, all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works come from you. Give to us, your servants, that peace which 

the world cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey your commandments. Defend us also from the fear of our enemies 

that we may live in peace and quietness, through the merits of Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

LAMB OF GOD  | Agnus Dei 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (†) blood of the new cove-

nant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

~ Cover Art by  

~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194:  

~ Divine Service II, © 2006 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ Music settings by Pastor Michael Schultz. © 2010 Michael Schultz. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

Ash Wednesday calls us to a forty-day journey of repentance and renewal. The forty days of Lent are set aside as a time to take a 

look at our walk with God.  Our attention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.  From 

ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, instruction, and humble repentance 

born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws life and hope from it.  In our service today as a reminder of 

our mortality and our sin, ashes are imposed on the foreheads of believers. Note the sweet Gospel phrases that dominate: 

Return to the Lord, for he is gracious. Having obtained his pardon, we seek a renewal of our faith and life that we might live as 

baptized children of God.   

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty and merciful God, you never despise what you have made and always forgive those who turn to you. Create in us 

such new and contrite hearts that we may truly repent of our sins and obtain your full and gracious pardon; through your 

Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Music:  Brent Nolte 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

RETURN TO THE LORD February 14, 2018 
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ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP 
PSALM | Psalm 51 

Have mercy on me, O God, according to your unfailing love; 

  according to your great compassion blot out my transgressions. 

 Wash away all my iniquity 

  and cleanse me from my sin. 

 For I know my transgressions, 

  and my sin is always before me. 

 Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil in your sight, 

  so that you are proved right when you speak and justified when you judge. 

 Surely I was sinful at birth, 

  sinful from the time my mother conceived me. 

 Surely you desire truth in the inner parts; 

  you teach me wisdom in the inmost place. 

 Cleanse me with hyssop, and I will be clean; 

  wash me, and I will be whiter than snow. 

 Let me hear joy and gladness; 

  let the bones you have crushed rejoice. 

 Hide your face from my sins 

  and blot out all my iniquity. 

 Create in me a pure heart, O God, 

  and renew a steadfast spirit within me. 

 Do not cast me from your presence 

  or take your Holy Spirit from me. 

 Restore to me the joy of your salvation 

  and grant me a willing spirit, to sustain me. 

 Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

  and sinners will turn back to you. 

 Save me from bloodguilt, O God, the God who saves me, 

  and my tongue will sing of your righteousness. 

 O Lord, open my lips, 

  and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 You do not delight in sacrifice, or I would bring it; 

  you do not take pleasure in burnt offerings. 

 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

  a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 In your good pleasure make Zion prosper; 

  build up the walls of Jerusalem. 

 Then there will be righteous sacrifices, whole burnt offerings to delight you; 

  then bulls will be offered on your altar. 

Silence for meditation 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you 

planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that 

he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death 

on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our 

fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and 

honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
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THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-

lasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

~Please stand 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  | Sanctus 
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

INSTRUCTION FOR THE BEGINNING OF LENT 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, God created us to know joy in communion with him, to love all humanity, and to live in 

harmony with all creation. But sin separates us from God, our neighbors, and creation, and so we do not enjoy the life our 

Creator intended for us. By our sin we grieve our Father, who does not desire us to come under his judgment but to turn to 

him and live. Therefore, God in his mercy has sent our Lord Jesus Christ to take our place under the law, to suffer for us, and 

to die the death we deserve. God made Jesus, who had no sin, to be sin for us so that in him, we might become the 

righteousness of God. 

During the 40 days of Lent, we fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy set before him 

endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God. The time of Lent reminds us that to know 

Christ and the power of his resurrection, we must also know the fellowship of sharing in his sufferings, becoming like him in 

his death. As disciples of the Lord Jesus, we are called to struggle against everything that leads us away from love of God 

and neighbor.  

I invite you, therefore, to confess your sins, ask our Father for forgiveness, and commit yourselves to this struggle. Let us be 

silent. Let us be still. Let us pause now for a time of reflection and self-examination. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 

Most holy and merciful Father, 

We confess to you and to one another that we have sinned by our own fault,  

 by our own grievous fault  

  in thought, word, and deed,  

 by what we have done,  

 and by what we have left undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart and mind and strength.  

We have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.  

We have not forgiven others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We have been deaf to your call to serve as Christ served us.  

We have not been true to the mind of Christ.  

We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, Lord. 

We confess to you, Lord, all our past unfaithfulness.  

The pride, hypocrisy, and impatience in our lives 

We confess to you, O Lord. 
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IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, our manipulation of other people 

We confess to you, O Lord. 

Our anger when our selfish aims are denied and our envy of those more fortunate than ourselves 

We confess to you, O Lord. 

Our love of worldly goods and comforts and our dishonesty in daily life and work 

We confess to you, O Lord. 

Our negligence in worship and prayer and our failure to show the faith that is in us 

We confess to you, O Lord. 

Forgive us, Lord, for the wrongs we have done. For our blindness to human need and suffering and our indifference to 

injustice and cruelty, 

Forgive us, O Lord. 

For all false judgments, for uncharitable thoughts toward others, and for our prejudice and contempt for those who differ 

from us, 

Forgive us, O Lord. 

For what we think or say or do that is at variance with your will, 

Forgive us, O Lord. 

Restore us, good Lord, and let your anger depart from us. 

Hear us, Lord, for your mercy is great. 

The ancient practice of imposing ashes on the foreheads of the faithful gives Ash Wednesday its name. The church father 

Tertullian (c160-215AD) writes of the practice as “a public expression of repentance and of our human frailty that stands in 

need of Christ. The ashes remind us forcefully of our need for redeeming grace as they recall words from the liturgy for 

Christian burial: "...earth to earth, ashes to ashes, dust to dust...," words that will someday be spoken over us all.”  The 

imposition of ashes has never been an exclusively Roman Catholic practice, but today is observed widely by Christians of many 

traditions.  

 

Those who desire to receive the sign of ashes come forward. Baptized children may come forward at their parents’ discretion. 

The minister applies ashes to the forehead or hand of each in the form of a small cross. 

 

Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return. 
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LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie, eleison 

In the closing hours of this day, hear us as we pray, O Lord:  

Lord, have mercy. 

For the well-being of people everywhere, for the growth of your church in all the world, and for the strengthening of all who 

serve and worship here, we pray, O Lord: 

Christ, have mercy. 

For one another, young and old, for your blessings that come with every stage of life, and for joy in doing your will, we pray, 

O Lord: 

Lord, have mercy. 

For our public servants who work day and night to bring protection, justice, learning, and health to this and every place, we 

pray to you, O Lord: 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For favorable weather and bountiful harvests, for clothing and food, for health of body, mind, and spirit, and for deliverance 

from all sin and every form of evil, we pray to you, O Lord: 

Lord, hear our prayer. 

For the faithful who have gone before us, who have shared with us your good news, whose souls are now at rest in your 

heavenly kingdom, we give you thanks, O Lord: 

Thanks be to God. 

In thanksgiving for your many and varied gifts to us, we now commend ourselves to your care. Be our shield and strength, O 

Lord. 

Amen. 
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HYMN | #738  In Hopelessness and Near Despair 

ASH WEDNESDAY MEDITATION | Luke 18:9-14 

9 To some who were confident of their own righteousness and looked down on everybody else, Jesus told this parable: 
10 “Two men went up to the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector. 11 The Pharisee stood up and prayed 

about himself: ‘God, I thank you that I am not like other men—robbers, evildoers, adulterers—or even like this tax collector. 
12 I fast twice a week and give a tenth of all I get.’ 

13 “But the tax collector stood at a distance. He would not even look up to heaven, but beat his breast and said, ‘God, 

have mercy on me, a sinner.’ 

14 “I tell you that this man, rather than the other, went home justified before God. For everyone who exalts himself will 

be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.” 
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After all who desire have received ashes, the minister says: 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your salvation 

That we may show forth your glory in the world. 

By the cross and suffering of your Son, O Lord, 

Bring us with all your saints to the joy of his resurrection. 

FORGIVENESS OF SINS 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, does not desire the death of sinners but rather that they turn from their 

wickedness and live.  

Therefore, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

During these days of Lent, let us implore God to give us renewal and his Holy Spirit. May we continue to abide in the true 

faith and at the last be received by him through the merits of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

HYMN | #125  When I Survey the Wondrous Cross 
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Return to the Lord 

 

12 “Even now,” declares the Lord, 

“return to me with all your heart, with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 

13 Rend your heart and not your garments. 

Return to the Lord your God, for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, and he relents from sending calamity. 

14 Who knows? He may turn and have pity and leave behind a blessing— 

grain offerings and drink offerings for the Lord your God. 

15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, declare a holy fast, call a sacred assembly. 

16 Gather the people, consecrate the assembly; 

bring together the elders, gather the children, those nursing at the breast. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room and the bride her chamber. 

17 Let the priests, who minister before the Lord, weep between the temple porch and the altar. 

Let them say, “Spare your people, O Lord. 

Do not make your inheritance an object of scorn, a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ” 

18 Then the Lord will be jealous for his land and take pity on his people. 

19 The Lord will reply to them: 

“I am sending you grain, new wine and oil, enough to satisfy you fully; 

never again will I make you an object of scorn to the nations. 

FIRST READING | Joel 2:12-19 (pg. 1415) 

THE WORD 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN | #111  Sweet the Moments, Rich in Blessing 

Remember what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent 

3  “To the angel of the church in Sardis write: 

These are the words of him who holds the seven spirits of God and the seven stars. I know your deeds; you have a reputation 

of being alive, but you are dead. 2 Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for I have not found your deeds 

complete in the sight of my God. 3 Remember, therefore, what you have received and heard; obey it, and repent. But if you 

do not wake up, I will come like a thief, and you will not know at what time I will come to you. 

SECOND READING | Revelation 3:1-3 (pg. 1916) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  


