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HE IS DELIVERING YOU 
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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 

allow you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Holy Communion will be celebrated as part of this morning’s worship service. Here at Our Savior Lutheran Church, we 

practice “membership communion” and ask that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. On page 156 in the 

front of the hymnal, there is a “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” you can use to prepare to receive Christ’s true 

body and blood. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches 

called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church 

body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 

God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it 

in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

HYMN   #745 May the Peace of God 
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Blessing 

This blessing has been 
spoken over God’s 

people for over 3,500 
years.  It is known as 
the Aaronic blessing 
because the Lord first 
instructed Aaron, the 
first High Priest of the 
children of Israel, to 
share the promise of 
blessing: “So they will 

put my name on 
[them], and I will bless 
them” (Numbers 6:27). 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

PLEASE STAND 

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have given us to 

eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our faith, nourished our hope, 

and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live as your holy people until that day when 

you will receive us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of 

service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to 

nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 
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When sorrow burdens our hearts, worries pester our minds, and the world simply scoffs – where in the world is God? Our 

series this Epiphany season will show our God exactly where he is, and where he is found.  

So often we put on our happy Christian face so when people ask us how we are doing, we reply, “I’m fine.” But we are 

anything but fine! On the outside we appear good, faithful, and even almost holy. On the inside we know there is nothing 

good that lives within us. We are captives to our sinful nature. We have a Savior who steps into our lives to deliver us from 

our prison so that He can really make us good, faithful and truly holy in Him.  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture 

readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. Anoint us with the power of 

your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the 

captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  Bob Holbrook, Doug Vertein 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Where is God? He is Delivering You January 27, 2019 
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Order of Service 

Our Savior Jesus Christ commanded Baptism when he said: “Go and make disciples of all nations, 

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” All of us are born 

into this world with a deep need for Baptism. From our parents we inherit a sinful nature; we are 

without true fear of God and true faith in God and are condemned to eternal death. But Jesus took 

away our sin by giving his life on the cross. At our baptisms he clothes us with the robe of his 

righteousness and gives us a new life. Our sinful nature need not control us any longer. We recall 

what Baptism means for our daily lives as we speak these words: 

Baptism means that the sinful nature in us should be drowned by daily sorrow and repentance, 

and that all its evil deeds and desires be put to death. It also means that a new person should daily 

arise to live before God in righteousness and purity forever. 

As baptized children of God we confess our sins: 

Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.   

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 

 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

 

Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God made us alive in 

Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

HYMN   #93  Hail to the Lord’s Anointed 

INVOCATION 

PLEASE STAND 

Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:  Amen.  

CONFESSION OF SINS 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Invocation 

This comes from the 
latin “invoco” which 
describes the act of 

calling upon or asking 
for help or support. As 
we begin our worship,  
we call on the name of 
the triune God, who is 
our ever-present help 
and strength and in 

whose name we were 
baptized. The sign of 

the cross then reminds 
worshipers of their 

baptisms. 

 

 

 

The Confession and 
Forgiveness of Sins 

The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 

power and right which 
Christ gave to his 

church on earth:  to 
forgive the sins of 

penitent sinners. See 
John 20:21-23. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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Lamb of God 

Jesus is God’s Lamb, 
who was offered  as a 
sacrifice for sin once 
for all. This song is 

also known by its Latin 
title, the “Agnus Dei,” 

which means “Lamb of 
God.”  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Distribution 

The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration of 

the Lord’s Supper 
connects us intimately 
with Christ and with 

one another as 
Christians who are 

united around a 
common confession of 

faith.   

LAMB OF GOD 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with 

one another as Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran 

Church asks that only members come forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

HYMN   #295 Dearest Jesus, We Are Here 
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Prayer of 
Thanksgiving 

Jesus took bread and 
“gave thanks.”   See 

Matthew 26:26. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

The Lord’s Prayer was 
given by our Savior to 

his Church in 
response  to the 

disciples’ request to be 
taught to pray.   See 

Matthew 6:9-13.   The 
conclusion to the 

prayer, also known as 
the Doxology, was a 

common conclusion to 
ancient prayers.  

 

 

Words of Institution 

As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 

the minister both 
proclaims the words of 

Jesus to the 
congregation and sets 
apart the bread and 
wine for the Lord’s 
use. The sign of the 
cross reminds us of 

Christ’s death.  

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending your Son, Jesus 

Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he has ransomed us from sin, death, 

and the devil’s power. 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with repentant and 

joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and preserve us in the true faith until 

we feast with him and all his ransomed people in glory everlasting. 

Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he 

broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, which is given for 

you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my 

(†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, 

whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 
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In obedience to the command of our Lord and trusting in his promise, you have brought this child 

to be baptized. Jesus told us: “Let the little children come to me and do not hinder them, for the 

kingdom of God belongs to such as these.” It is in Baptism that God grants the new life of 

forgiveness, joy, and peace to little children. By the power of God’s Word, this gracious water of 

life washes away sin, delivers from death and the devil, and gives eternal salvation to all who 

believe.  

 

Receive the sign of the cross on the head and heart (†) to mark you as a redeemed child of Christ. 

 

Isak Robert Hudd, I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

The Almighty God—Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—has forgiven all your sins. By your baptism, you 

are born again and made a dear child of your Father in heaven.  

May God strengthen you to live in your baptismal grace all the days of your life. Peace be with you. 

SACRAMENT OF HOLY BAPTISM 

Dear parents, our Lord Jesus Christ, in instituting Baptism, not only commanded that children 

should be baptized, but that they should be taught to obey everything he has commanded us. I 

therefore ask you:  

Do you sincerely intend to bring up Isak in the way of the Lord and to instruct him in the truths 

of God’s saving Word so that he may grow in faith, serve God with a Christian life, and remain 

in his baptismal grace unto the end? If so, answer: Yes, and we ask God to help us. 

Yes, and we ask God to help us. 

 

Brothers and sisters in Christ, our Lord commands that we teach his precious truths to all who are 

baptized. 

Christian love therefore urges all of us to assist in whatever manner possible so that Isak may 

remain a child of God until death. If you are willing to carry out this responsibility, then answer: 

Yes, as God gives me strength. 

Yes, as God gives me strength. 

 

 

ENCOURAGEMENT TO PARENTS AND CONGREGATION 
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Let us pray. 

Merciful Father in heaven, we thank you for the blessing of Baptism by which you offer and grant 

the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Help us to regard our baptisms as the robe of 

righteousness we are to wear all the days of our lives. Look with special favor on Isak and grant 

him a rich measure of your Spirit that he may grow in faith and godly living. Make us willing to 

carry out our responsibilities to those who have been baptized, so that all of us may finally come to 

the blessed joys of heaven, through Jesus our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Almighty God, the Father of our Lord (†) Jesus Christ, strengthen you by his Spirit, that Christ, 

dwelling in your hearts by faith, may fill you with all spiritual blessings.  

Go in peace. 

PRAYER 

HYMN   #300  See This Wonder in the Making 
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Preface 

The opening words of 
the communion liturgy 
mark the beginning of 
the Sacrament section 
of the service and lift 

the worshipers’ hearts 
in praise.  The opening 
sentences are among 

the oldest in the 
Christian liturgy. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holy, Holy, Holy 

Used possibly as early 
as the second century, 

this canticle was in 
wide use among 

Christians in worship 
by the fourteenth 

century. It 
incorporates elements 

of Isaiah 6:3 and 
Matthew 21:9. It is also 

known as the 
“Sanctus,” which 

means “holy.”   

The Sacrament of Holy Communion 

PREFACE 

PLEASE STAND 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy 

Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who came as the Light of the 

world so that the world may have light and life through him. Therefore, with all the saints on earth 

and hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY 
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Confession of Faith 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.  

Christian’s composed 
the Nicene Creed in 
the fourth century to 

defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the 

Father in one eternal, 
undivided Trinity. 

The original text here 
reads “catholic,” a 

word meaning 
“universal.”  The 

Church consists of all 
believers in heaven 
and earth, of every 

time in history. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Prayer of the 
Church 

The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. 

 

 

Offering 

Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer him 
our first and best gifts, 
purely out of thanks to 

him.  

PLEASE STAND 

NICENE CREED 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day he 

rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom 

will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who has spoken through 

the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one 

baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the 

world to come.  Amen.  

PLEASE BE SEATED 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s 

good news with gifts to support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, 

please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-

deductible contribution (the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 
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The Word 

SALUTATION 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, you sent your Son to proclaim your kingdom and to teach with authority. Anoint us 

with the power of your Spirit that we, too, may bring good news to the afflicted, bind up the 

brokenhearted, and proclaim liberty to the captive; through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The Word 

We sit at the feet of 
Jesus, like Mary did, to 
hear the Word (Luke 

10:42). Here is time for 
meditating, 

strengthening, 
forgiveness, 

instruction, and 
response.  

 

Salutation 

This greeting has deep 
roots in Christian 

worship and marks the 
beginning of the Word 

and the Sacrament 
sections of the service. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

Following an ancient 
outline, the prayer of 
the day asks for one 

specific blessing.  This 
prayer changes each 
Sunday, according to 
the Bible readings for 

that Sunday.  
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First Reading 

The First Reading is 
typically taken from 

the Old Testament and 
occasionally from the 
Book of Acts. In it we 
learn of God’s mighty 
words and deeds with 

the Old Testament 
Church, the people of 

Israel. 

FIRST READING   Isaiah 61:1-6 (pg. 1157) 

The Anointed one proclaims healing and freedom – the making of all things right. No longer will 

there be sin and sorrow, but restoration and righteousness.  

 

61 The Spirit of the Sovereign LORD is on me, 

because the LORD has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim freedom for the captives 

and release from darkness for the prisoners, 
2  to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor 

and the day of vengeance of our God, 

to comfort all who mourn, 
3  and provide for those who grieve in Zion— 

to bestow on them a crown of beauty 

instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness 

instead of mourning, 

and a garment of praise 

instead of a spirit of despair. 

They will be called oaks of righteousness, 

a planting of the LORD 

for the display of his splendor. 
4  They will rebuild the ancient ruins 

and restore the places long devastated; 

they will renew the ruined cities 

that have been devastated for generations. 
5  Aliens will shepherd your flocks; 

foreigners will work your fields and vineyards. 
6  And you will be called priests of the LORD, 

you will be named ministers of our God. 

You will feed on the wealth of nations, 

and in their riches you will boast. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God.  
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Hymn of the Day 

The Hymn of the Day 
is assigned to this day 

because of its rich 
content and 

connection to the day’s 
Gospel. 

 

 

Sermon 

The Sermon is the 
Word of God, 

proclaiming the living 
voice of the Gospel to 

God’s people. The 
preacher is the 

appointed 
representative who 

illuminates the 
Scripture for the 
congregation and 
applies it to our 
contemporary 

situation. He is neither 
lecturer nor 

entertainer, but a link 
through whom the 

Holy Spirit brings law 
and gospel to bear 

upon the hearts and 
minds of the 

worshiper and 
enlivens their faith 

and life.  

 

SERMON   Luke 4:16-30 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been 

brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into the 

synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to 

read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was handed 

to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is 

written: 

18  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for 

the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to release the oppressed, 
19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to 

the attendant and sat down. The eyes of everyone in 

the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he 

began by saying to them, “Today this scripture is 

fulfilled in your hearing.” 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the 

gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t this 

Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this 

proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do here in 

your hometown what we have heard that you did in 

Capernaum.’ ” 

24 “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no 

prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you 

that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s 

time, when the sky was shut for three and a half 

years and there was a severe famine throughout the 

land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, but to 

a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And 

there were many in Israel with leprosy in the time of 

Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was 

cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious 

when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him out 

of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on 

which the town was built, in order to throw him 

down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the 

crowd and went on his way. 

GOD KEEPS HIS PROMISES 

NOTES: 
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CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message. 

During the singing of the hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s 

church, where they will hear a Bible story, sing songs, learn a prayer, do a craft, and have their faith fed 

through God’s Word. 

HYMN   Christ Begins 

This beautiful and powerful Epiphany season hymn was written by a faithful group of WELS pastors. It places us in the 

sandals of the disciples as they witness the man Christ Jesus being revealed as True God. In his baptism, miracles, 

transfiguration, and ascension– Christ Begins his work of our salvation and his rule over all things for our good.  
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Psalm 

The Psalm is the most 
ancient part of our 

worship service. While 
most of our liturgy is 
1,800 years old, Jews 

have been singing 
Psalms in worship for 

3,000 years. 

PSALM OF THE DAY   Psalm 146 

The leader will introduce the refrain and sing the verses of the song.  

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain as indicated. 

 

Refrain.  

Refrain.  

 

O praise the Lord, God’s pow’r proclaim, With all your soul, now bless God’s name.  

God forth to sound God praise abroad, And ever bless the Lord, your God.  Refrain.  

 

Trust not the temp’ral things that die, But on the living God rely. 

Trust in the Lord who gave you birth, Who made the heav’n  the sea and earth.  Refrain.  

 

God’s truth unchanged shall ever stand, God saves you from the evil hand.  

In God the sad a helper find, God feeds the poor, and heals the blind.  Refrain.  

 

Yes, God shall reign for evermore; Praise God, O Zion, come, adore.  

The Lord is heav’n’s eternal king, To God all praise and honor bring.  Refrain 
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Second Reading 

The Second Reading of  
Scripture is from the 

New Testament letters 
of the apostles or the 
Revelation to St. John. 
It stresses Christian 
faith and Christian 

living as a response to 
the Gospel of Jesus 

Christ.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SECOND READING   Acts 4:23-31 (pg. 1697) 

The Apostles are blessed to see the fulfillment of prophecy: Psalm 2 foretells of Herod and Pilate 

conspiring against the Lord’s Anointed. Yet it was the will of the Lord that was carried out for the 

salvation of many souls!  

 

23 On their release, Peter and John went back to their own people and reported all that the 

chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 When they heard this, they raised their voices together 

in prayer to God. “Sovereign Lord,” they said, “you made the heaven and the earth and the sea, and 

everything in them. 25 You spoke by the Holy Spirit through the mouth of your servant, our father 

David: 

“ ‘Why do the nations rage 

and the peoples plot in vain? 
26  The kings of the earth take their stand 

and the rulers gather together 

against the Lord 

and against his Anointed One.’ 

27 Indeed Herod and Pontius Pilate met together with the Gentiles and the people of Israel in this 

city to conspire against your holy servant Jesus, whom you anointed. 28 They did what your power 

and will had decided beforehand should happen. 29 Now, Lord, consider their threats and enable 

your servants to speak your word with great boldness. 30 Stretch out your hand to heal and 

perform miraculous signs and wonders through the name of your holy servant Jesus.” 

31 After they prayed, the place where they were meeting was shaken. And they were all filled 

with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of God boldly. 

The Word of the Lord 

Thanks be to God.  
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Gospel 

The congregation 
stands for the reading 
of the Gospel. (In the 

past, soldiers put down 
their weapons and 

kings removed their 
crowns when the 
Gospel was read.) 
Christ—his life, his 
words of law and 

Gospel, his suffering 
and death, his 

resurrection, his 
ascension, his 

assignment to the 
Church, his promise to 
return—is the center of 

the Gospel.  The 
faithful have waited 
for this moment, this 
reading. They stand in 

reverence. After 
hearing the Gospel, we 
respond with a joyful 
acclamation of praise.  

GOSPEL   Luke 4:16-30 (pg. 1596) 

All that was promised has been fulfilled. Let there be no doubt, the Messiah has come.  

 

16 He went to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, and on the Sabbath day he went into 

the synagogue, as was his custom. And he stood up to read. 17 The scroll of the prophet Isaiah was 

handed to him. Unrolling it, he found the place where it is written: 

18  “The Spirit of the Lord is on me, 

because he has anointed me 

to preach good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners 

and recovery of sight for the blind, 

to release the oppressed, 
19  to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favor.” 

20 Then he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant and sat down. The eyes of 

everyone in the synagogue were fastened on him, 21 and he began by saying to them, “Today this 

scripture is fulfilled in your hearing.” 

22 All spoke well of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his lips. “Isn’t 

this Joseph’s son?” they asked. 

23 Jesus said to them, “Surely you will quote this proverb to me: ‘Physician, heal yourself! Do 

here in your hometown what we have heard that you did in Capernaum.’ ” 

24 “I tell you the truth,” he continued, “no prophet is accepted in his hometown. 25 I assure you 

that there were many widows in Israel in Elijah’s time, when the sky was shut for three and a half 

years and there was a severe famine throughout the land. 26 Yet Elijah was not sent to any of them, 

but to a widow in Zarephath in the region of Sidon. 27 And there were many in Israel with leprosy in 

the time of Elisha the prophet, yet not one of them was cleansed—only Naaman the Syrian.” 

28 All the people in the synagogue were furious when they heard this. 29 They got up, drove him 

out of the town, and took him to the brow of the hill on which the town was built, in order to throw 

him down the cliff. 30 But he walked right through the crowd and went on his way. 

PLEASE STAND 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ! 

The Gospel according to St. Luke, chapter four. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 


