
  
 

I AM THE GATE 
 

Third Sunday after the Epiphany 
January ��, ���� 
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W elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service 

we gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We 

also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and 

powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in 

our entryway.  You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or 

an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 
Birmingham, Alabama 
January 26, 2014 -  Third Sunday after the Epiphany 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Rhoda Holbrook 

Ushers:  Bob Holbrook, Roger Benz 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

What did Jesus really stand for? What is Christianity really all 

about? In contrast to the constant confusion we hear, Jesus 

gives us straight talk straight from the source. Today Jesus' 

words about himself confront the false notion that Christians 

can stay connected to Christ apart from the church and apart 

from the church's ministers. While many seek to be spiritual 

without being religious, Christ reminds us of the importance 

of those who care for his sheep. He also holds those 

shepherds to high standards. While many sneak into the pen 

with self-serving motives, faithful shepherds care for the 

sheep by pointing them to Christ. To those entrusted with 

caring for the flock Jesus says:  I am the gate. 
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BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer 

before the service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often 

stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through 

all temptations. We pray this and all things through Jesus Christ, your Son, our 

Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. Amen. 

FOR THE CHILDREN 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture 

lessons for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 

 

If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that 

will allow you to see and hear the service. 

 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing 

some songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s 

church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior 

Lutheran Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor 

Kratz after the service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call 

the church office at (205) 677-8642. 
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DIVINE SERVICE 

~Please stand 

(L)eader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

(C)ongregation:  Amen.  

L: Dear friends, let us approach God with a true heart and confess our sins, asking him 

in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 

C: Lord of life, I confess that I am by nature dead in sin.   

For faithless worrying and selfish pride, 

For sins of habit and sins of choice, 

For the evil I have done and the good I have failed to do, 

You should cast me away from your presence forever. 

O Lord, I am sorry for my sins.  Forgive me for Jesus’ sake. 
 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

OPENING HYMN #339 

INVOCATION 

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

The name of the 
triune God and the 
sign of the cross 
remind worshipers of 
their baptisms. 

The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right 
which Christ gave to 
his church on earth:  
to forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

Today Your Mercy Calls Us 

L: Christ has died.  Christ is risen.  Christ will come again.  In his great mercy, God 

made us alive in Christ even when we were dead in our sins.  Hear the word of 

Christ through his called servant: 

I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C: Amen. 
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GLORY BE TO GOD   ~  Gloria in Excelsis 
Christians praise God 
by proclaiming the 
great things he has 
done to accomplish 
our rescue from sin.  
“Glory to God in the 
Highest” has been a 
Christian song of 
worship since the 
fourth century. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY  ~  Kyrie 
“Kyrie” is the Greek 
word for “Lord.”  The 
expression “Lord, 
have mercy” is one 
of the oldest 
responses in the 
Christian church. 

L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord. 
 

For the well-being of all people everywhere, that they may receive from you all they 

need to sustain body and life, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: For the spread of your life-giving gospel throughout the world, that all who are lost 

in sin may be brought to faith in you, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Christ, have mercy. 
 

L: For patience and perseverance in this life, that we may not lose the hope of heaven 

as we await your return, hear our prayer, O Lord. 

C: Lord, have mercy. 
 

L: Lord of life, live in us that we may live for you. 

C: Amen. 
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L: Let us pray: 

Lord God, you know that we are surrounded by many dangers and that we often 

stumble and fall. Strengthen us in body and mind, and bring us safely through all 

temptations. We pray this and all things through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   

C: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

SALUTATION 
This greeting has 
deep roots in 
Christian worship 
and marks the 
beginning of the 
Word and the 
Sacrament sections 
of the service. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

~Please be seated 
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34 The word of the LORD came to me: 2 “Son of man, prophesy against the 

shepherds of Israel; prophesy and say to them: ‘This is what the Sovereign LORD says: 

Woe to the shepherds of Israel who only take care of themselves! Should not shepherds 

take care of the flock? 3 You eat the curds, clothe yourselves with the wool and 

slaughter the choice animals, but you do not take care of the flock. 4 You have not 

strengthened the weak or healed the sick or bound up the injured. You have not 

brought back the strays or searched for the lost. You have ruled them harshly and 

brutally. 5 So they were scattered because there was no shepherd, and when they were 

scattered they became food for all the wild animals. 6 My sheep wandered over all the 

mountains and on every high hill. They were scattered over the whole earth, and no one 

searched or looked for them. 

7 “ ‘Therefore, you shepherds, hear the word of the LORD: 8 As surely as I live, declares 

the Sovereign LORD, because my flock lacks a shepherd and so has been plundered and 

has become food for all the wild animals, and because my shepherds did not search for 

my flock but cared for themselves rather than for my flock, 9 therefore, O shepherds, 

hear the word of the LORD: 10 This is what the Sovereign LORD says: I am against the 

shepherds and will hold them accountable for my flock. I will remove them from 

tending the flock so that the shepherds can no longer feed themselves. I will rescue my 

flock from their mouths, and it will no longer be food for them. 

11 “ ‘For this is what the Sovereign LORD says: I myself will search for my sheep and 

look after them. 

THE WORD 

The Lord indicts 
those who failed to 
care for his sheep. 

FIRST LESSON Ezekiel 34:1-11 (pg. 1341) 
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We are the sheep of 
his pasture, 
therefore enter his 
gates with 
thanksgiving. 

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 100 

18 When they arrived, he said to them: “You know how I lived the whole time I was with 

you, from the first day I came into the province of Asia. 19 I served the Lord with great 

humility and with tears, although I was severely tested by the plots of the Jews. 20 You 

know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be helpful to you but 

have taught you publicly and from house to house. 21 I have declared to both Jews and 

Greeks that they must turn to God in repentance and have faith in our Lord Jesus. 
28 Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of which the Holy Spirit has made you 

overseers. Be shepherds of the church of God, which he bought with his own blood. 29 I 

know that after I leave, savage wolves will come in among you and will not spare the 

flock. 30 Even from your own number men will arise and distort the truth in order to 

draw away disciples after them. 31 So be on your guard! Remember that for three years I 

never stopped warning each of you night and day with tears. 32 “Now I commit you to 

God and to the word of his grace, which can build you up and give you an inheritance 

among all those who are sanctified. 

Paul exhibited and 
encouraged the 
characteristic of a 
shepherd - one who 
enters through the 
gate. 

SECOND LESSON Acts 20:18-21, 28-32 (pg. 1729) 

Choir:  Refrain 

C: Refrain. 
 

Choir:  Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth. Worship the LORD with gladness; 

come before him with joyful songs. Know that the LORD is God. 

It is he who made us, and we are his; we are his people, the sheep of his pasture.  

Refrain. 

 

Choir:  Enter his gates with thanksgiving and his courts with praise; 

give thanks to him and praise his name. 

For the LORD is good and his love endures forever;  

his faithfulness continues through all generations. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit,  

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.   

Refrain. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY John 10:7,9 

L: Refrain. 

 

C: Refrain 

 

L: I am the gate for the sheep. 

 

REFRAIN 

L: whoever enters through me will be saved. 

C:  Refrain. 

C:   

C:   
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Children are invited 

to assemble at the 

front for a children’s 

message. 

 

During the singing 

of the next hymn, 

parents may choose 

to escort their young 

child(ren) to our 

children’s church, 

where they will hear 

a Bible story, sing 

some songs, learn a 

prayer, and do a 

craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

~Please stand 

GOSPEL John 10:1-10 (pg. 1666) 

The congregation 
stands and speaks 
words of 
acclamation out of 
respect for the word 
of Christ, our King. 
 
Jesus gives full life to 
his sheep by 
demanding that all 
shepherds enter the 
pen through him, 
the Gate. 

10 “I tell you the truth, the man who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 

climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber. 2 The man who enters by the gate 

is the shepherd of his sheep. 3 The watchman opens the gate for him, and the sheep 

listen to his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out. 4 When he has 

brought out all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because 

they know his voice. 5 But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away 

from him because they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.” 6 Jesus used this figure of 

speech, but they did not understand what he was telling them. 

7 Therefore Jesus said again, “I tell you the truth, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All 

who ever came before me were thieves and robbers, but the sheep did not listen to 

them. 9 I am the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. He will come in and go 

out, and find pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come 

that they may have life, and have it to the full. 

~Please be seated 

L: The Gospel according to John, chapter 10. 

C: Glory be to you, O Lord.  

L: This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C: Praise be to you, O Christ.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY #546 

Lord Jesus, You Have Come 

The Hymn of the Day 

is assigned to this 

day because of its 

rich content and 

connection to the 

day’s Gospel. 

SERMON John 10:1-10 

HYMN  #750 

Christ, the Word of God Incarnate 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 
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C: We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten 

of the Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.  Through him all things 

were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven, was 

incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For 

our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was 

buried.  On the third day he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He 

ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  He will 

come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his kingdom will 

have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from 

the Father and the Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped 

and glorified who has spoken through the prophets.  We believe in one holy 

Christian* and apostolic Church.  We acknowledge one baptism for the 

forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of 

the world to come.  Amen.  

NICENE CREED 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to 
God’s saving Word.  
Christian’s 
composed the 
Nicene Creed in the 
fourth century to 
defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the 
Father in one eternal, 
undivided Trinity. 
 
* The original text 
here reads “catholic,” 
a word meaning 
“universal.”  The 
Church consists of all 
believers in heaven 
and earth, of every 
time in history. 

OFFERING 
Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer 
him our first and 
best gifts, purely out 
of thanks to him.  

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 
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~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for 
many people and 
circumstances. 

L: Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God and Mary’s son, in the fullness of time you came into 

our world to save us from sin and death. 

C: You ushered in the day of grace so long foretold. 

L: Beloved Son of the Father, revered by the Magi, baptized by John, you came 

preaching and teaching, healing and comforting, forgiving and encouraging: 

C: You brought the light of life to those walking in darkness, and the joy of 

salvation to those doomed to death. 

L: Prince of peace, shine like a beacon for us and the people of our world. Let the 

good news of salvation be heard in the remotest corners of the earth. Open our 

own lips to speak your name to those around us who still live without faith or hope: 

C: Arouse us and our missionaries to flood the world with the light of your 

gospel. 

L: Lord of the Church, let your peace rule our hearts that we may use our gifts to serve 

you and each other in willing gratitude and joy. Watch over our loved ones near 

and far, that they may remember your love and rejoice in your salvation. Strengthen 

the faith of the sick and the disheartened. Give hope to those in despair and 

comfort those who mourn: 

C: Be gracious to all and lead us to reflect your love in everything we say and do. 

Special prayers and intercessions may follow. 

L: Hear us, Lord, as we bring you our private petitions. 

Silent prayer. 

L: Finally, bring us and all your believers to the heavenly home where we will stand in 

the full light of your glory and with all your saints and angels sing the everlasting 

song of triumph. 

C: Amen. 
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“Sanctus” means 
“holy.”  Used 
possibly as early as 
the second century, 
this canticle was in 
wide use among 
Christians in worship 
by the fourteenth 
century. 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 

The opening words 
of the communion 
liturgy mark the 
beginning of the 
Sacrament section of 
the service and lift 
the worshipers’ 
hearts in praise.  The 
opening sentences 
are among the 
oldest in the 
Christian liturgy. 

L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

L: Lift up your hearts. 

C: We lift them up to the Lord. 

L: Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

C: It is good and right so to do. 

L: It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you 

thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord, who came as the Light of the world so that the world may have light and life 

through him. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise 

your holy name and join their glorious song: 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  ~  Sanctus 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER 

L: Blessed are you, O Lord of heaven and earth.  We praise and thank you for sending 

your Son, Jesus Christ, and we remember the great acts of love through which he 

has ransomed us from sin, death, and the devil’s power. 

 

By his incarnation, he became one with us. 

By his perfect life, he fulfilled your holy will. 

By his innocent death, he overcame hell. 

By his rising from the grave, he opened heaven. 
 

Invited by your grace and instructed by your Word, we approach your table with 

repentant and joyful hearts.  Strengthen us through Christ’s body and blood, and 

preserve us in the true faith until we feast with him and all his ransomed people in 

glory everlasting. 

C: Amen. 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 
Jesus took bread 
and “gave  thanks”  
(Matthew 26:26). 
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L: Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had 

given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is 

my (†) body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of 

you; this is my (†) blood of the new covenant, which is poured out for you for the 

forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

L: The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

C: Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

As he speaks the 
Words of Institution, 
the pastor both 
proclaims the words 
of Jesus to the 
congregation and 
sets apart the bread 
and wine for the 
Lord’s use.  The sign 
of the cross reminds 
us of Christ’s death. 

~Please be seated 

Jesus is God’s Lamb 
(Agnus Dei), who 
was offered as a 
sacrifice for sin once 
for all. 

LAMB OF GOD  ~  Agnus Dei 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach 
that the celebration 
of the Lord’s Supper 
connects us 
intimately with Christ 
and with one 
another as Christians 
who are united 
around a common 
confession of faith.    

Our Savior Lutheran Church practices “Close Communion” and asks that only members come forward 

to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 
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~Please stand 

The “Nunc 
Dimittis” (“Now 
dismiss”) is also 
known as the “Song 
of Simeon.”  
Through God’s Word 
and Sacrament, we 
have seen Jesus 
Christ, and like 
Simeon we find 
divine peace and 
comfort through 
faith in the Savior. 

SONG OF SIMEON ~  Nunc Dimittis 

THANKSGIVING 

L: We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet that you have 

given us to eat and to drink in this sacrament.  Through this gift you have fed our 

faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love.  By your Spirit help us to live 

as your holy people until that day when you will receive us as your guests at the 

wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

 

 

L: The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped 

for lives of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to 

all nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian 

service. 
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L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord 

with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #536 

Lord Jesus Christ, the Church’s Head 

The blessing of 
Aaron has been 
spoken over God’s 
people for over 
3,500 years.  The 
Lord said, “So they 
will put my name on 
[them], and I will 
bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 
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