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A Service of Lessons and Carols 



Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather before 

our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy 

and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the offering 

plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a 

craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. Children’s 

Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Holy Communion will be celebrated as part of this morning’s worship service. Here at Our Savior Lutheran Church, we 

practice “membership communion” and ask that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. On page 156 in the 

front of the hymnal, there is a “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” you can use to prepare to receive Christ’s true 

body and blood. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide 

church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the 

Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that comes with the 

knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life.   

And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit —  be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

PRAYER 

BLESSING 

O God, who makes us glad with the yearly remembrance of the birth of your only Son, Jesus Christ; grant that, as we joyfully 

receive him as our Redeemer, so may we also behold him with sure confidence when he shall come to be our judge; who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.  

HYMN | #62 Joy to the World 
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HYMN |  Joy Has Dawned 
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Our worship this morning is an adaptation of the Lessons and Carols service traditionally held at King's College, Cambridge, 

England, on December 24th every year. Lessons and Carols was first held on Christmas Eve, 1918. It was planned by Eric Milner-

White, who at the age of thirty-four had just been appointed Dean of King’s College after experience as an army chaplain. 

A Light in the Darkness. Light and darkness are polar opposites. Where one advances, the other must retreat. Thus, they parallel 

the ultimate of polar opposites—good and evil, holiness and sin. Ever since mankind fell into sin, God promised to send a great 

Light to pierce the darkness of sin and death. Through a series of seven lessons, we explore that theme of light in the darkness. 

With the glory of the Lord still shining from Luke 2, we assemble once again to celebrate with joy the Word made flesh. The 

mystery of the incarnation is beyond us. Yet we are blessed to participate in him who is born the Bread of Life in the House of 

Bread. How beautiful is the good news, how radiant his glory, how perfect his timing, how gracious is the Father to give us his 

son for us and for our salvation. 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Almighty God, grant that the birth of your one and only Son in the flesh may set us free from our old bondage under the yoke 

of sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

The Word Made Flesh December 25, 2018 
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PROCLAMATION OF THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 

ORDER OF SERVICE 
SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

The Kalends of Christmas Day, draws upon Scripture to declare in a formal way the birth of Christ. In ancient times, it was read 

on Christmas Day in the Daily Office, and may also serve as an introduction to the Divine Service on Christmas Day, read by the 

pastor from the entrance to the nave and leading directly into “O Come All Ye Faithful” as the processional hymn. 

 

Leader:  In the year 2015 from the birth of Abraham, in the year 1510 from the exodus of the people of Israel out of Egypt, in 

the year 1032 from the enthronement of David the prophet and king, in the 60th “week” of the prophecy of Daniel, in the 

42nd year of the reign of Caesar Augustus, in the 33rd year of the reign of Herod, when the staff had gone from Judah as has 

had been prophesied by Jacob the Patriarch, at a time when the whole world was at peace, it pleased God to send His only 

begotten Son and eternal Word to the world to become Man and to teach us God’s love, to suffer, die and rise from the dead 

for our salvation. 

At that time, the Lord Jesus was born in humble Bethlehem of Judah, and no one knew of it but the Virgin Mary, His mother, 

and Joseph, her spouse. No one heard of this miracle surpassing all miracles but a few humble shepherds who had been 

told by angels in the sky that sang this hymn: “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace, good will toward men.” Then 

the Magi came from the East, led by a star in the heaven: they found their way to where the divine Infant rested, and they 

adored Him, and opening their treasures, they offered Him gifts of gold, incense and myrrh. 

To God Incarnate, to the Infant who humbled Himself and took our form, becoming a child of man to make children of God; 

to the One who later walked among us to teach us the way of salvation and who loved us so much as to give His life for it: to 

Him be glory, honor, and adoration forever and ever. 

Congregation:  O come, let us adore Him! 

21 

 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire Roman world. 2 (This was 

the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And everyone went to his own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of David, because he 

belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who was pledged to be married to him and 

was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a 

son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 9 An angel of the Lord 

appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do 

not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a 

manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and saying, 

14  “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s go to Bethlehem and 

see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 When they had seen 

him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 18 and all who heard it were amazed at 

what the shepherds said to them. 19 But Mary treasured up all these things and pondered them in her heart. 20 The shepherds 

returned, glorifying and praising God for all the things they had heard and seen, which were just as they had been told. 

SEVENTH READING | Luke 2:1-20  (pg. 1590) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

THE BIRTH OF CHRIST 
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DISTRIBUTION OF HOLY COMMUNION 

The Scriptures teach that the celebration of the Lord’s Supper connects us intimately with Christ and with one another as 

Christians who are united around a common confession of faith.  Our Savior Lutheran Church asks that only members come 

forward to receive the sacrament.  

There is a Personal Preparation for Communion available on page 156 in the red hymnal. 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good. 

His mercy endures forever. 

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup, 

we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

~Please stand 
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HYMN | #55  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful   (verses 1-2) 

Come, let us sing for joy to the Lord, let us shout aloud to the Rock of our salvation.

O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth.  You have set your glory above the Heavens. 

Give thanks to the Lord of lords, to him who alone does great wonders, who by his understanding made the heavens, who 

spread out the earth upon the waters, who made the great lights – the sun, to govern the day, the moon and stars to govern 

the night. 

Great is the Lord and mighty in power; his understanding has no limit. 

But our iniquities have separated us from our God; our sins have hidden his face from us, so that he will not hear.  We look 

for light, but all is darkness; for brightness, but we walk in deep shadows.  We look for deliverance, but it is far away. 

For our offenses are many in his sight, and our sins testify against us.  Our offenses are ever with us, and we 

acknowledge our sins. 

DIALOGUE OF PRAISE 
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HYMN | #55  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful   (verses 3-4) 

The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger, abounding in love.  He will not always accuse, nor will he harbor his 

anger forever; he does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. 

From the rising of the sun to the place where it sets, the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

“The days are coming,” declares the Lord, “when I will raise up to David a righteous Branch, a King who will reign wisely and 

do what is just and right in the land.  In his days Judah will be saved and Israel will live in safety.  This is the name by which 

he will be called: The Lord our Righteousness.” 

Prepare the way for the Lord, make straight paths for him. 

Do not be afraid.  I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people.  Today in the town of David a Savior has 

been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 

Let the name of the Lord be praised forever and ever. Alleluia! 
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING 

Blessed are you, Lord God, eternal King and gracious Father. In love you made us the crown of your creation. In mercy you 

planned our salvation. In grace you sent your Son to redeem us from sin. 

We remember and give you thanks that your eternal Son, Jesus Christ, became flesh and made his dwelling among us, that 

he willingly placed himself under law to redeem those under law, that he humbled himself by becoming obedient to death 

on a cross, that he has destroyed death and has brought life and immortality to light through the gospel. 

Bless us as we receive your Son’s body and blood in this Sacrament. Forgive our sins, increase our faith, strengthen our 

fellowship, and deepen our longing for the day when Christ will welcome us to his eternal feast. Praise and thanks and 

honor and glory be to you, O God our Father, and to your Son and to the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

WORDS OF INSTITUTION 

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to 

his disciples, saying, “Take and eat, this is my (†) body, which is given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you; this is my (†) blood of the new 

covenant, which is poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins.  Do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 

 

The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

Amen. 

LAMB OF GOD  | Agnus Dei 

~Please be seated 

3  How silently, how silently The wondrous gift is giv’n! 

So God imparts To human hearts The blessings of his heav’n. 

No ear may hear his coming, But in this world of sin 

Where meek souls will Receive him still, The dear Christ enters in. 

 

4  O holy Child of Bethlehem, Descend to us, we pray; 

Cast out our sin And enter in; Be born in us today. 

We hear the Christmas angels The great glad tidings tell; 

Oh, come to us, Abide with us, Our Lord Immanuel! 

 

 

CW #66 “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93, abr., alt. 



18 

THE SACRAMENT OF HOLY COMMUNION 

PREFACE 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 

Let us give thanks to the Lord, our God. 

It is good and right so to do. 

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and ever-

lasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who has called us to be his own so that we may live under him in his kingdom 

and serve him in everlasting righteousness, innocence, and blessedness. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of 

heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song: 

~Please stand 

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY  | Sanctus 

1  Now sing we, now rejoice, Now raise to heav’n our voice; 

He from whom joy streameth Poor in a manger lies; 

Not so brightly beameth The sun in yonder skies. 

Thou my Savior art! Thou my Savior art! 

 

4  Oh, where shall joy be found? Where but on heav’nly ground? 

Where the angels singing With all his saints unite, 

Sweetest praises bringing In heav’nly joy and light. 

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there! 

 

 

CW #34 “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice” 

Text: Latin hymn, 14th century; tr. Arthur T. Russell, 1806–74, alt. 
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CHRISTMAS ENCOURAGEMENT AND PRAYER 

Beloved in Christ: In this Christmas season it is our duty and delight to hear again the message of the angels and, in heart 

and mind, to go even unto Bethlehem and see this thing which has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to us, the 

Christ-child, lying in a manger. 

Let us read and learn in Holy Scripture the story of the loving purposes of God from the first days after our fall, and into the 

birth and glorious redemption brought to us by this Holy Child. Let us hear how peace was lost, and how peace is restored. 

But first, let us pray, for this is good and right. 

Heavenly Father, we pray for ourselves and all people who worship you and your Son this holy night. By your holy Word, 

lead us to say with the angels, 

Glory to God in the highest! 

We pray for your blessing upon the people of our city, our state, our nation, and our world. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

We pray for the poor and helpless, the cold and hungry, the sick and sad, that you would give them the joy of your salvation 

and the comfort of your presence. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

We pray for unbelievers and enemies of the Church, that through your Law and Gospel you would lead them to recognize 

your Son as their only hope for eternal life. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

Finally, we remember before you all those who rejoice with us in heaven, who live in greater light and beauty than we, that 

multitude which no one can number, who died in faith, and now praise you in your heavenly temple. We confess that we are 

united with them and with one another. 

Glory to God in the highest! 

We humbly offer up these prayers and praises in the words that Christ himself taught us. 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 
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In the beginning, God created light. Listening to the lies of the devil, mankind created the spiritual darkness known as sin.  

 

       1  In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2 Now the earth was formless and empty, darkness was over 

the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters. 

3 And God said, “Let there be light,” and there was light. 4 God saw that the light was good, and he separated the light 

from the darkness. 5 God called the light “day,” and the darkness he called “night.” And there was evening, and 

there was morning—the first day. 

26 Then God said, “Let us make man in our image, in our likeness, and let them rule over the fish of the sea and the birds 

of the air, over the livestock, over all the earth, and over all the creatures that move along the ground.” 

27  So God created man in his own image, 

in the image of God he created him; 

male and female he created them. 

 28 God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the 

fish of the sea and the birds of the air and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

1 Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, “Did 

God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the garden’?” 
2 The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden, 3 but God did say, ‘You must not eat fruit 

from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you must not touch it, or you will die.’ ” 
4 “You will not surely die,” the serpent said to the woman. 5 “For God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be 

opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.” 
6 When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining 

wisdom, she took some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate it. 7 Then the eyes of 

both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for 

themselves. 

FIRST READING | Genesis 1 & 3   (pg. 1,5) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

LET THERE BE LIGHT 
17 

HYMN | #56  Gentle Mary Laid Her Child 

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to 

support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution 

(the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 
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2  The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

a light has dawned. 
3  You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as men rejoice 

when dividing the plunder. 
4  For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor. 
5  Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 
6  For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7  Of the increase of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

SIXTH READING | Isaiah 9:2-7  (pg. 1072) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

A LIGHT HAS DAWNED 
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HYMN | #38  From Heaven Above to Earth I Come   (verses  1-4) 

Jesus Christ is the light that has come into the world, bringing God’s forgiveness and eternal life to all who believe.  

 

16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 

eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the world to condemn the world, but to save the world through him. 18 

Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe stands condemned already because he has not 

believed in the name of God’s one and only Son. 19 This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved darkness 

instead of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does evil hates the light, and will not come into the light for 

fear that his deeds will be exposed. 21 But whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it may be seen plainly that 

what he has done has been done through God.” 

SECOND READING | John 3:16-21  (pg. 1650) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

LIGHT HAS COME 
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HYMN | #67  What Child Is This 
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HYMN | #63  Angels We Have Heard on High 

12  Do not turn me over to the desire of my foes, 

for false witnesses rise up against me, 

breathing out violence. 
13  I am still confident of this: 

I will see the goodness of the Lord 

in the land of the living. 
14  Wait for the Lord; 

be strong and take heart 

and wait for the Lord. 
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1  The Lord is my light and my salvation— 

whom shall I fear? 

The Lord is the stronghold of my life— 

of whom shall I be afraid? 
2  When evil men advance against me 

to devour my flesh, 

when my enemies and my foes attack me, 

they will stumble and fall. 
3  Though an army besiege me, 

my heart will not fear; 

though war break out against me, 

even then will I be confident. 
4  One thing I ask of the Lord, 

this is what I seek: 

that I may dwell in the house of the Lord 

all the days of my life, 

to gaze upon the beauty of the Lord 

and to seek him in his temple. 
5  For in the day of trouble 

he will keep me safe in his dwelling; 

he will hide me in the shelter of his tabernacle 

and set me high upon a rock. 
6  Then my head will be exalted 

above the enemies who surround me; 

at his tabernacle will I sacrifice with shouts of joy; 

I will sing and make music to the Lord. 
7  Hear my voice when I call, O Lord; 

be merciful to me and answer me. 
8  My heart says of you, “Seek his face!” 

Your face, Lord, I will seek. 
9  Do not hide your face from me, 

do not turn your servant away in anger; 

you have been my helper. 

Do not reject me or forsake me, 

O God my Savior. 
10  Though my father and mother forsake me, 

the Lord will receive me. 
11  Teach me your way, O Lord; 

lead me in a straight path 

because of my oppressors. 

FIFTH READING | Psalm 27  (pg. 864) 

THE LORD IS MY LIGHT 
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Judgment Day is coming, and it will be a day of darkness and gloom for all those who are not prepared.  

The Lord of love begs us to return to him, repenting of our sin. 

 

2 Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

sound the alarm on my holy hill. 

Let all who live in the land tremble, 

for the day of the Lord is coming. 

It is close at hand— 
2  a day of darkness and gloom, 

a day of clouds and blackness. 

Like dawn spreading across the mountains 

a large and mighty army comes, 

such as never was of old 

nor ever will be in ages to come. 
3  Before them fire devours, 

behind them a flame blazes. 

Before them the land is like the garden of Eden, 

behind them, a desert waste— 

nothing escapes them. 
10  Before them the earth shakes, 

the sky trembles, 

the sun and moon are darkened, 

and the stars no longer shine. 
11  The Lord thunders 

at the head of his army; 

his forces are beyond number, 

and mighty are those who obey his command. 

The day of the Lord is great; 

it is dreadful. 

Who can endure it? 
12  “Even now,” declares the Lord, 

“return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting and weeping and mourning.” 
13  Rend your heart 

and not your garments. 

Return to the Lord your God, 

for he is gracious and compassionate, 

slow to anger and abounding in love, 

and he relents from sending calamity. 

THIRD READING | Joel 2:1-3, 10-13  (pg. 1414) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

A DAY OF DARKNESS 



12 

HYMN | #35  Of the Father’s Love Begotten   (verses 1-3) 

13 

We are encouraged to walk in the light of God’s love and forgiveness.  

 

1 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2 He was with God in the 

beginning. 

3 Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has been made. 4 In him was life, and that life 

was the light of men. 5 The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

6 There came a man who was sent from God; his name was John. 7 He came as a witness to testify concerning that light, 

so that through him all men might believe. 8 He himself was not the light; he came only as a witness to the light. 9 The true 

light that gives light to every man was coming into the world. 

FOURTH READING | 1 John 1:1-9 (pg. 1898) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

WALK IN THE LIGHT 

HYMN |  Peace Came to Earth 


