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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an usher at 

the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will allow 

you to see and hear the service. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” connection 

to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up to date 

and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred churches called Wisconsin Evangelical 

Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-wide church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as 

Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

Welcome!  We are happy that you have joined us to celebrate the birth of the Christ child.  Our service is printed for you in its 

entirety in this worship folder. If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can place it in the 

offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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May he who by his incarnation gathered things earthly and heavenly into one, fill us with such joy that comes with the 

knowledge of the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life.  

And the blessing of God Almighty — the Father, the X Son, and the Holy Spirit — be upon you and remain with you always. 

Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

HYMN | #60  Silent Night 
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Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Oh gracious and almighty Father, we praise you that you kept your ancient promises by sending your everlasting Son in 

human flesh. 

On this holy night, receive our thanks and devotion, our songs and prayers. 

You sent Jesus as a lowly child to demonstrate your concern for all, the weak and lonely, the troubled and frightened, the 

timid and helpless. No one is overlooked by your ever-seeking eyes. No one is excluded from your upholding arms. No one is 

denied the comfort and help of your outstretched hand. 

Bless us with a childlike faith in the divine assurance that you love and care for us always. 

You sent Jesus as the Savior of the world to deliver all from the curse of sin, the power of death, and the torment of hell. He 

took our place. He was born under the law to set us free. He became the innocent lamb of sacrifice. He came to die and rise 

again in order that we might live eternally. Firmly implant this good news in our hearts, and fill us with an eager desire to 

spread the Word concerning what we have heard tonight. 

May all who hear the message, in every nation under heaven, be amazed and believe what is told them about the 

child. 

You sent Jesus as the Light of the world to drive out all darkness that would rob us of the full life that you intend for us. May 

the “joy that will be for all people” be our joy. May the “peace on earth to all on whom his favor rests” be our peace. May the 

treasure that Mary pondered in her heart be our treasure. 

For today in the town of David, a Savior has been born to us. He is Christ, the Lord. Amen.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

An usher will come to your pew and light the candle nearest the center aisle. Please then light the candle next to you until all the 

candles are lit in the pew. When all the candles are lit, the lights will be dimmed. Remember to tip the unlit candle and leave the 

lit candle vertical.  

LIGHTING OF THE CANDLES 

~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved. 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194:  

~ Service of the Word, © 1992 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ Gloria—Jesus the Compassion of God, David Haas. © 1999 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

A Light in the Darkness. Light and darkness are polar opposites. Where one advances, the other must retreat. Thus, 

they parallel the ultimate of polar opposites—good and evil, holiness and sin. Ever since mankind fell into sin, God 

promised to send a great Light to pierce the darkness of sin and death. 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture readings, 

the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Father, open my heart to hear and believe your word, so that through faith your Son may take his rightful place not just in 

the manger, but also within my heart. In his name I pray. Amen. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Ushers:  Doug Lamon, Brent Panell 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS December 24, 2018 

“The Twelve Days of Christmas” run from tonight through the festival of Epiphany. Here are our additional Christmas worship 

opportunities. Please, join us! 

• Tuesday, December 25 at 10:15AM — THE FESTIVAL OF THE NATIVITY: A SERVICE OF LESSONS AND CAROLS 

• Sunday, December 30 at 10:15AM — CHRIST CAME TO BE OUR BROTHER 

• Sunday, January 6 at 10:15AM — CHRIST CAME FOR ALL 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR WORSHIP THIS CHRISTMAS 
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~Please stand 

HYMN | #55  Oh, Come, All Ye Faithful 

Leader:  In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:  Amen.  

 

The people walking in darkness have seen a great light. 

The light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

ORDER OF SERVICE HYMN | #68  Away in a Manger 

OFFERING 

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s good news with gifts to 

support his saving work of sharing the Gospel. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel obligated to participate. 

If you would like to help Our Savior with this important mission, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible contribution 

(the latter two provide options for either one-time or recurring gifts):  

Place your offering in the plate 

Use the "Tithe.ly" app on your phone (iOS or Android) 

Click on “Give” at OurSaviorBirmingham.com on your phone or computer 



SERMON | Isaiah 9:2-7 

A LIGHT IN THE DARKNESS 

2  The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

a light has dawned. 
3  You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as men rejoice 

when dividing the plunder. 
4  For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor. 
5  Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 
6  For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7  Of the increase of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

NOTES 
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Those who dwelt in the land of deep darkness, on them light has shined. 

We have seen the glory of the Christ, the glory of the only Son of the Father, full of grace and truth. 

To us a child is born. To us a Son is given. 

In him was life, and that life was the light of men. 

O loving God, you once caused this holy night to shine with the brightness of the true Light. Turn our thoughts toward 

Bethlehem and the Christ child. May the words of Scripture we hear tonight remind us again that the old story is ever so new.  

May the carols we sing tonight reveal to us again the mystery of his birth. May the candles we see tonight symbolize for us 

your Son as the Light of the world. May all who have known that Light on earth come to the full measure of its joys in heaven.  

Help us, O Lord, in our worship this night. Amen. 

HYMN | #63  Angels We Have Heard on High 
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Let us pray: 

Almighty God, You made this holy night shine with the brightness of the true light. Grant that as we have known on earth the 

wonder of this light, we may also behold him in all glory in the life to come; through your only Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
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HYMN | #61  Hark the Herald Angels Sing 
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GOSPEL | Luke 2:1-20 (pg. 1590) 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

~Please be seated 

~Please stand 

St. Luke records the birth of our Savior. 

 

2 In those days Caesar Augustus issued a decree that a census should be taken of the entire 

Roman world. 2 (This was the first census that took place while Quirinius was governor of Syria.) 3 And 

everyone went to his own town to register. 

4 So Joseph also went up from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, to Bethlehem the town of 

David, because he belonged to the house and line of David. 5 He went there to register with Mary, who 

was pledged to be married to him and was expecting a child. 6 While they were there, the time came for 

the baby to be born, 7 and she gave birth to her firstborn, a son. She wrapped him in cloths and placed 

him in a manger, because there was no room for them in the inn. 

8 And there were shepherds living out in the fields nearby, keeping watch over their flocks at night. 
9 An angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were 

terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid. I bring you good news of great joy that will be 

for all the people. 11 Today in the town of David a Savior has been born to you; he is Christ the Lord. 12 

This will be a sign to you: You will find a baby wrapped in cloths and lying in a manger.” 

13 Suddenly a great company of the heavenly host appeared with the angel, praising God and 

saying, 

14  “Glory to God in the highest, 

and on earth peace to men on whom his favor rests.” 

15 When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let’s 

go to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has told us about.” 

16 So they hurried off and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby, who was lying in the manger. 17 

When they had seen him, they spread the word concerning what had been told them about this child, 
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Isaiah foretells that the darkness of sin and death will be  scattered by a great light, the promised Savior.   

 
2  The people walking in darkness 

have seen a great light; 

on those living in the land of the shadow of death 

a light has dawned. 
3  You have enlarged the nation 

and increased their joy; 

they rejoice before you 

as people rejoice at the harvest, 

as men rejoice 

when dividing the plunder. 
4  For as in the day of Midian’s defeat, 

you have shattered 

the yoke that burdens them, 

the bar across their shoulders, 

the rod of their oppressor. 
5  Every warrior’s boot used in battle 

and every garment rolled in blood 

will be destined for burning, 

will be fuel for the fire. 
6  For to us a child is born, 

to us a son is given, 

and the government will be on his shoulders. 

And he will be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
7  Of the increase of his government and peace 

there will be no end. 

He will reign on David’s throne 

and over his kingdom, 

establishing and upholding it 

with justice and righteousness 

from that time on and forever. 

The zeal of the Lord Almighty 

will accomplish this. 

FIRST READING | Isaiah 9:2-7 (pg. 1072) 

THE WORD 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN | #90  The People that in Darkness Sat 

St John proclaims what he has “seen and heard.”  Jesus came to bring the light of salvation.   

Christ has created fellowship with God and one another.  

 

1 That which was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our eyes, which we have looked 

at and our hands have touched—this we proclaim concerning the Word of life. 2 The life appeared; we have seen it and testify 

to it, and we proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and has appeared to us. 3 We proclaim to you what 

we have seen and heard, so that you also may have fellowship with us. And our fellowship is with the Father and with his 

Son, Jesus Christ. 4 We write this to make our joy complete. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and declare to you: God is light; in him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we 

claim to have fellowship with him yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not live by the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as 

he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from all sin. 

8 If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, he is faithful and 

just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness. 

SECOND READING | 1 John 1:1-9 (pg. 1898) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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HYMN | #42  Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising   (verses 1,3,5) 


