
  

Service of the Word 
 

PREPARE THE WAY  
FOR THE LORD 
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W elcome!  �ank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we 
gather before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also 
gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of God’s holy and powerful 
Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Welcome card found in our entryway.  
You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
 

Birmingham, Alabama 
December 15, 2013  -  Third Sunday in Advent 

WELCOME TO WORSHIP 

SERVICE NOTES FOR THIS SUNDAY 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Sound / Music:  Erik Roberson 

Ushers:  Erik Roberson, Shannon Sikes 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 
Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 
Cell:  (205) 478-6843 
Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Prepare the Way by Proclaiming Good News 

�e early church gave the title “Gaudete” to the third Sunday in Advent.   �e word simply 
means, “Rejoice!”  When you are joyful about something, you share that good news.  �e 
joyful nature of this Sunday is illustrated by the lone, rose colored candle on the Advent 

wreath.  It hints of the joyful birth that we are soon to celebrate. 
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BEFORE WORSHIP 

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the 
service. Review the lessons, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 
 

FOR THE CHILDREN 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons 
for the day. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary. 
 
If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our entryway that will 
allow you to see and hear the service. 
 
Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing 
some songs, learn a prayer, and do a cra�. You can escort your child to our children’s church 
just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 
 

INFORMATION 

Bathrooms are located at the end of the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior 
Lutheran Church, check out our information table in the entryway, speak with Pastor Kratz 
a�er the service, send him an email at: Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com, or call the 
church office at (205) 677-8642. 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

ADVENT GATHERING RITE:  Awake, O Sleeper 

The use of the keys (the 
power to forgive sins) is 
that special power and 
right which Christ gave 
to his church on earth:  to 
forgive the sins of penitent 
sinners  
(See John 20:21-23). 

Verses: 

Land that is parched shall bloom and rejoice. �e desert shall break into song. 
Coming in splendor is Jesus the Lord, the one for whom we long.  Refrain. 
 
See how the farmer who nurtures the soil patiently waits for its yield. 
Wait for the Lord with all of your heart; God’s face shall be revealed. Refrain. 
 
Go and proclaim what you see and you hear: the dead have been raised to new life. 
Great are the deeds of our wonderful Lord, the God of pow’r and might. Refrain. 

The pastor will sing the 
refrain the �rst time. The 
congregation is invited to 
sing the refrain after each 
of the verses. 

L: �e hour has come for us to wake up from our slumber, because our salvation is nearer 
now than when we first believed. 

C: �e night is nearly over; the day is almost here. 

L: One day Christ will come in glory to deliver his people. So let us put aside the deeds of 
darkness and put on the armor of light. 

CONFESSION OF SINS 

~Please stand 
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C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth. In countless ways I have 
sinned against you and do not deserve to be called your child. But trusting in Jesus, 
my Savior, I pray: Have mercy on me according to your unfailing love. Cleanse me 
from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: What God promised long ago through his prophets he has fulfilled in his Son, Jesus 
Christ. Christ came in human flesh: Immanuel, God with us. By his perfect life, he fulfilled 
God’s law. By his innocent death, he paid sin’s penalty. By rising from the grave, he 
opened heaven’s door. Christ now comes to you through his words of light and life: I 
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy 
Spirit. 

C: Amen.  

LORD, HAVE MERCY 

L: You came to call us from darkness into light: Lord, have mercy; 

L: As you trust in God, he will fill you with joy, with peace and hope by the pow’r of the Holy 
Spirit. Amen. 

C: Lord, have mer-cy.  

L: You came to visit your people with peace: Christ, have mercy; 

C: Christ, have mercy.  

L: You will return and our joy will be full: Lord, have mercy;  

C: Lord, have mer-cy.  

C:      A —   men.  
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L: �e Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Let us pray: 

Hear our prayers, Lord Jesus Christ, and come with the good news of your mighty 
deliverance. Drive the darkness from our hearts and fill us with your light; for you live and 
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES 

L: We light three Advent candles remembering Jesus, the Light of the world. He came to 
defeat the prince of darkness. 

C: We remember Jesus, who came in answer to his people’s prayers. John proclaimed 
him the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world. 

L: We hear his call to see the light. 

C: We light three Advent candles as a sign of our trust and confidence. 

L: Come, Lord Jesus, be our guest. 

C: �rough your Word and Spirit may our souls be blessed.  
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6 One day the angels came to present themselves before the LORD, and Satan also came 
with them. 7 �e LORD said to Satan, “Where have you come from?” 

Satan answered the LORD, “From roaming through the earth and going back and forth in 
it.” 

8 �en the LORD said to Satan, “Have you considered my servant Job? �ere is no one on 
earth like him; he is blameless and upright, a man who fears God and shuns evil.” 

9 “Does Job fear God for nothing?” Satan replied. 10 “Have you not put a hedge around 
him and his household and everything he has? You have blessed the work of his hands, so 
that his flocks and herds are spread throughout the land. 11 But stretch out your hand and 
strike everything he has, and he will surely curse you to your face.” 

12 �e LORD said to Satan, “Very well, then, everything he has is in your hands, but on the 
man himself do not lay a finger.” 

�en Satan went out from the presence of the LORD. 
13 One day when Job’s sons and daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest 

brother’s house, 14 a messenger came to Job and said, “�e oxen were plowing and the 
donkeys were grazing nearby, 15 and the Sabeans attacked and carried them off. �ey put the 
servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

16 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “�e fire of God fell 
from the sky and burned up the sheep and the servants, and I am the only one who has 
escaped to tell you!” 

17 While he was still speaking, another messenger came and said, “�e Chaldeans formed 
three raiding parties and swept down on your camels and carried them off. �ey put the 
servants to the sword, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

18 While he was still speaking, yet another messenger came and said, “Your sons and 
daughters were feasting and drinking wine at the oldest brother’s house, 19 when suddenly a 
mighty wind swept in from the desert and struck the four corners of the house. It collapsed 
on them and they are dead, and I am the only one who has escaped to tell you!” 

20 At this, Job got up and tore his robe and shaved his head. �en he fell to the ground in 
worship 21 and said: 

“Naked I came from my mother’s womb, 
and naked I will depart. 

�e LORD gave and the LORD has taken away; 
may the name of the LORD be praised.” 

22 In all this, Job did not sin by charging God with wrongdoing. 
 

THE WORD 

Job knew that for the 
children of God, things 
are not always what they  
seem. He had the patience 
to wait for the rain—to 
wait for God to make 
fruitful again the fallow 
parts of his life. 

FIRST LESSON Job 1:6-22 (pg. 789) 
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PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 146 

The Lord’s gracious 
deliverance is the basis of 
our joy and praise. 

1  Praise the LORD. 

Praise the LORD, O my soul. 
2  I will praise the LORD all my life; 

I will sing praise to my God as long as I live. 

3  Do not put your trust in princes, 
in mortal men, who cannot save. 

4   When their spirit departs, they return to the ground; 
on that very day their plans come to nothing. 

5   Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob, 
whose hope is in the LORD his God, 

6   the Maker of heaven and earth, 
the sea, and everything in them— 
the LORD, who remains faithful forever. 

7   He upholds the cause of the oppressed 
and gives food to the hungry. 

�e LORD sets prisoners free, 
8   the LORD gives sight to the blind, 

the LORD li�s up those who are bowed down, 
the LORD loves the righteous. 

9   �e LORD watches over the alien 
and sustains the fatherless and the widow, 
but he frustrates the ways of the wicked. 

10   �e LORD reigns forever, 
your God, O Zion, for all generations. 

Praise the LORD. 
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The Christian patiently 
waits for the Lord’s 
coming, when what we see 
will �nally match what 
we know. 

SECOND LESSON James 5:7-11 (pg. 1885) 

7 Be patient, then, brothers, until the Lord’s coming. See how the farmer waits for the 
land to yield its valuable crop and how patient he is for the autumn and spring rains. 8 You 
too, be patient and stand firm, because the Lord’s coming is near. 9 Don’t grumble against 
each other, brothers, or you will be judged. �e Judge is standing at the door! 

10 Brothers, as an example of patience in the face of suffering, take the prophets who 
spoke in the name of the Lord. 11 As you know, we consider blessed those who have 
persevered. You have heard of Job’s perseverance and have seen what the Lord finally 
brought about. �e Lord is full of compassion and mercy. 

VERSE OF THE DAY 

REFRAIN 

L: Refrain.  

C: Refrain.  

L: �e Spirit of the Lord is upon me, he sent me to bring good news to the poor. 

C: Refrain.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY #14 

Arise, O Christian People The Hymn of the Day is 
assigned to this day 
because of its rich content 
and connection to the 
day’s Gospel. 

Children are invited to 
assemble at the front for a 
children’s message. 
 
During the singing of the 
hymn, parents may choose 
to escort their young  
child(ren) to our chil-
dren’s church, where they 
will hear a Bible story, 
sing songs, learn a prayer, 
and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

2 When John heard in prison what Christ was doing, he sent his disciples 3 to ask him, “Are 
you the one who was to come, or should we expect someone else?” 

4 Jesus replied, “Go back and report to John what you hear and see: 5 �e blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised, 
and the good news is preached to the poor. 6 Blessed is the man who does not fall away on 
account of me.” 

7 As John’s disciples were leaving, Jesus began to speak to the crowd about John: “What 
did you go out into the desert to see? A reed swayed by the wind? 8 If not, what did you go out 
to see? A man dressed in fine clothes? No, those who wear fine clothes are in kings’ palaces. 9 

�en what did you go out to see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10 �is 
is the one about whom it is written: 

“ ‘I will send my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

11 I tell you the truth: Among those born of women there has not risen anyone greater than 
John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he. 

~Please be seated 

~Please stand 

A�er the Gospel, the congregation responds:  
C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 

GOSPEL Matthew 11:2-11 (pg. 1512) 

The congregation stands 
and speaks words of 
acclamation out of respect 
for the word of Christ, 
our King. 
 
Why did John look like  
a failure and the wicked 
look like they were 
winning? John sends his 
disciples to the right place, 
to Jesus. When we take 
our doubts and questions 
to Jesus, he drives the 
darkness from our hearts 
and �lls us with light. 
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C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and 
was buried.  He descended into hell.  �e third day he rose again from the dead.  He 
ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the 
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

SERMON James  5:7-11  

APOSTLES CREED 

~Please stand 

~Please be seated 

Public confession is 
faith’s response to God’s 
saving Word.   

OFFERING 

Moved by God’s love in 
Christ, we o�er him our 
�rst and best gifts, purely 
out of thanks to him.  

CHOIR ANTHEM                   O Savior, Open Heaven’s Height 

Arr. by Johannes Brahms 
Text:  O Heiland, reiss die Himmel auf, Friedrich von Spee, tr. By Paul R. Ladd, Jr. 
 

O Savior, open heaven’s height; Come down from heaven in your might 
Unbar for us high heaven’s door; Break lock and bolt forever more.  
 
We give you thanks; our hearts we bring To our Redeemer and our King. 
We give you praise; you we adore �roughout all ages ever more.  
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~Please stand 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The Lord invites our 
prayers and asks that 
Christians pray for many 
people and circumstances. L: In peace, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For a proper faith that trusts in Jesus for forgiveness and believes Him to be the 
promised Christ, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For right preparation for the Lord’s return, that we might remain steadfast until that day, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For this congregation, that she would continue to be a place where the Gospel is rightly 
proclaimed and the Sacraments correctly administered for the life and salvation of God’s 
people and that she might be an instrument of God’s mercy to her neighbors, let us pray 
to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For our spiritual leaders, especially Pastor Mark Schroeder, our Synod president; Pastor 
John Guse, our district president; Pastor Matt Brown, our circuit pastor; and Pastor Ben 
Kratz, our pastor, that they might be encouraged to declare the goodness of God to us, 
let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For our civil servants, especially Congress; our justices and judges; our President, 
President Obama; our governor, Governor Bentley; and all in positions of secular 
authority, that they might execute justice, protecting the innocent and punishing 
wrongdoers, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For any who suffer, especially Bob Holbrook who will be undergoing  surgery this week, 
that they might find hope in the Lord who gave sight to the blind, made the lame walk, 
cleansed the lepers and raised the dead, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: For those in economic distress, the hungry, the homeless, the unemployed or 
underemployed, and any less fortunate, that God would grant them relief in distress and 
courage in anxiety, let us pray to the Lord: 

C: Lord, have mercy. 

L: �ese things and whatever else You know that we need, kind Father, grant us for the 
sake of Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 
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C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   
Give us this day our daily bread;   
And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

~Please be seated 

HYMN #25 

The King Shall Come  
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L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with 
gladness. 

�e Lord bless you and keep you. 
�e Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
�e Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

CLOSING HYMN #21 

Hosanna to the Coming Lord  

The blessing of Aaron has 
been spoken over God’s 
people for over 3,500 
years.  The Lord said, 
“So they will put my 
name on [them], and I 
will bless them”  
(Numbers 6:27). 

L: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  
Help us by your Holy Spirit to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be 
strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life and in death, through 
Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 
and forever. 

C: Amen.  

 

L: �e Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for 
lives of service. 

C: Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all 
nations, and to nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

  

~Please stand 

PRAYER 
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