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Bathrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s service. Ask an 

usher at the door into the sanctuary.  If your little one needs a moment, there is a speaker and window in our 

entryway that will allow you to see and hear the service. 

Children’s Church is a special place for younger children to hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and 

do a craft. You can escort your child to our children’s church just before the sermon as noted in the service folder. 

Children’s Church is located in Room 3 and will be on your right as you exit the sanctuary.  

Holy Communion will be celebrated as part of this morning’s worship service. Here at Our Savior Lutheran Church, 

we practice “membership communion” and ask that only members come forward to receive the sacrament. On page 

156 in the front of the hymnal, there is a “Personal Preparation for Holy Communion” you can use to prepare to 

receive Christ’s true body and blood. 

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the “OSLC_Guest” 

connection to get online!   

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, You can stay up 

to date and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a world-

wide church body with congregations serving the United States, as well as Canada, 

Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world mission work.  

HELPFUL INFORMATION 

WELCOME TO OUR SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH! 

Welcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  We are happy that you are here! In our service we gather 

before our almighty God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study 

of God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Connection card found in our entryway.  You can 

place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Video and audio sermons archives, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly sermon videos, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, weekly video worship service previews, and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Daily Bible passage, event pictures, and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and worship service previews  

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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How good God has been to each one of us! He sent his Son, Jesus, to live a perfect life  so that perfection could become 

ours through faith. Jesus died and rose to forgive our sins and give us eternal life with him. He brought us to faith 

through the Gospel. Now, he opens our eyes to see all those living around us who need to hear the good news of all God 

has done for them. Our gracious God empowers us to boldly and eagerly share all that God has done with our friends, 

our neighbors, our relatives, and all people we meet in life.  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. Review the Scripture 

readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

Merciful Father, your kindness caused the light of the gospel to shine among us. Use us now as instruments of your 

love to reach out with the message of salvation to all people. Bless those who labor in the mission fields of our 

nation and grant success to their witness that many may freed from sin; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.   

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS  

TODAY’S WORSHIP 

SERVING IN WORSHIP 

Music:  Brent Nolte 

Soloist: Brianna Nolte 

Ushers:  Doug Lamon, Brent Panell 

Service Leader:  Pastor Eric Melso, Missionary to our new church plant in Chattanooga, TN 

Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

Lord of the Living Harvest November 19, 2017 
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HYMN | #456  Forth in Your Name, O Lord, I Go 

THE SERVICE 
 

Invocation: 

This comes from the 
latin “invoco” which 
describes the act of 
calling upon or 
asking for help or 
support.  

The Service begins 
with the words and 
sign of baptism 
(“Receive the sign of 
the cross...”) to 
remind worshipers 
that we approach the 
Lord as his baptized 
children. 

The Confession of 
Sins: 

We confess our sins 
against God and one 
another and seek the 
Lord’s mercy and 
forgiveness.  

The Service 
encourages silent 
confession during a 
short pause following 
the confessional 
prayer. 

~Please stand 

Leader:  In the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit.  

Congregation:  Amen. 

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all 

unrighteousness. 

1 John 1:8-9 

Let us confess our sins to the Lord. 

Holy God, gracious Father, 

I am sinful by nature  

      and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and actions. 

I have not loved you with my whole heart; 

       I have not loved others as I should.  

I deserve your punishment both now and forever. 

But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins 

with his holy life and innocent death. 

Trusting in him, I pray: 

God, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

Silence for personal confession and reflection 

INVOCATION 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
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Lord, Have Mercy: 

“Kyrie” is the Greek 
word for “Lord.”  
“Eleison” is the Greek 
word for “have 
mercy.”  

Having received the 
gift of the Lord’s 
forgiveness, we now 
make our requests on 
the basis of his mercy. 
This form of Lord, 
Have Mercy (Kyrie) 
addresses Christ as 
Lord in each of the 
petitions. 

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave 

his life as the atoning sacrifice for the sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ 

and by his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

GLORY BE TO GOD  | Gloria in Excelsis 

Hymn of Praise: 

Christians praise God 
by proclaiming the 
great things he has 
done to accomplish 
our rescue from sin.  
“Glory to God in the 
Highest” has been a 
Christian song of 
worship since the 
fourth century. 

ABSOLUTION 

In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For the peace of the whole world, for the well being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let 

us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord. 

Lord, have mercy. 

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

Amen. 

LORD, HAVE MERCY | Kyrie Eleison 

Absolution: 

The use of the keys 
(the power to forgive 
sins) is that special 
power and right which 
Christ gave to his 
church on earth:  to 
forgive the sins of 
penitent sinners. See 
John 20:21-23. 
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Salutation: 

This greeting has 
deep roots in 
Christian worship and 
marks the beginning 
of the Word and the 
Sacrament sections of 
the service. 

Let us pray: 

Lord God, forgive the wrongdoing of your people and be gentle with us in our weakness. Deliver us 

from the bondage of our sin and direct us to the path of righteousness; through Jesus Christ, your 

Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

Amen. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

~Please be seated 

SALUTATION 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

THE WORD 
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3 Then the word of the Lord came to Jonah a second time: 2 “Go to the great city of 

Nineveh and proclaim to it the message I give you.” 
3 Jonah obeyed the word of the Lord and went to Nineveh. Now Nineveh was a very 

important city—a visit required three days. 4 On the first day, Jonah started into the city. He 

proclaimed: “Forty more days and Nineveh will be overturned.” 5 The Ninevites believed 

God. They declared a fast, and all of them, from the greatest to the least, put on sackcloth. 
6 When the news reached the king of Nineveh, he rose from his throne, took off his royal 

robes, covered himself with sackcloth and sat down in the dust. 7 Then he issued a 

proclamation in Nineveh: 

“By the decree of the king and his nobles: 

Do not let any man or beast, herd or flock, taste anything; do not let them eat or 

drink. 8 But let man and beast be covered with sackcloth. Let everyone call urgently on 

God. Let them give up their evil ways and their violence. 9 Who knows? God may yet 

relent and with compassion turn from his fierce anger so that we will not perish.” 

10 When God saw what they did and how they turned from their evil ways, he had 

compassion and did not bring upon them the destruction he had threatened. 
 

First Reading:  

The First Reading is 
typically taken from 
the Old Testament 
and occasionally 
from the Book of Acts.  

 

 

FIRST READING | Jonah 3:1-10 (pg. 1438) 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  
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The soloist will introduce the refrain and sing the verses of the song.  

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain as indicated. 

 

Refrain.  

Refrain.  

 

Happy all those who fear the Lord, and walk in God’s pathway; 

You will find what you long for—the riches of our God.  Refrain.  

 

Your spouse shall be like a fruitful vine in the midst of your home,  

Your children flourish like olive plants rejoicing at your table.  Refrain.  

 

May the blessings of God be yours all the days of your life,  

May the peace and the love of God live always in your heart.  Refrain.  

 

PSALM OF THE DAY | Psalm 96 

Psalm: 

Along with the Old 
Testament believers 
we respond to God’s 
gracious promises in 
the word and song of 
the Psalms. The 
singing of the Psalm, 
while connecting 
believers of both the 
Old and New 
Testament Ages, also 
connects today’s 
readings.  
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8 But what does it say? “The word is near you; it is in your mouth and in your heart,” that is, the word 

of faith we are proclaiming: 9 That if you confess with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your 

heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe 

and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you confess and are saved. 11 As the Scripture says, 

“Anyone who trusts in him will never be put to shame.” 12 For there is no difference between Jew and 

Gentile—the same Lord is Lord of all and richly blesses all who call on him, 13 for, “Everyone who calls 

on the name of the Lord will be saved.” 

14 How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And how can they believe in the 

one of whom they have not heard? And how can they hear without someone preaching to them? 15 

And how can they preach unless they are sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those 

who bring good news!” 

Second Reading:  

The Second Reading is 
from the New 
Testament letters of 
the apostles or the 
Revelation to St. John. 
It stresses Christian 
faith and Christian 
living as a response to 
the Gospel of Jesus 
Christ.  

SECOND READING | Romans 10:8-15 (pg. 1760) 

~Please stand 

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION | Isaiah 52:7 

Gospel Acclamation: 

After the Second 
Reading, we prepare 
to hear the words and 
works of Jesus by 
standing to sing 
“Alleluia” which 
means “praise the 
Lord.” We continue to 
stand as we hear the 
Gospel. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

Refrain 

How beautiful on the mountainsare the feet of those who bring good news,who proclaim salvation. 

Refrain 
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GOSPEL | Matthew 9:35-38 (pg. 1510) 

35 Jesus went through all the towns and villages, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the 

good news of the kingdom and healing every disease and sickness. 36 When he saw the crowds, he 

had compassion on them, because they were harassed and helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. 
37 Then he said to his disciples, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. 38 Ask the Lord of the 

harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” 

Gospel: 

The congregation 
stands for the reading 
of the Gospel. (In the 
past, soldiers put 
down their weapons 
and kings removed 
their crowns when the 
Gospel was read.) 
Christ—his life, his 
words of law and 
Gospel, his suffering 
and death, his 
resurrection, his 
ascension, his 
assignment to the 
Church, his promise to 
return—is the center 
of the Gospel.  

The faithful have 
waited for this 
moment, this reading. 
They stand in 
reverence. After 
hearing the Gospel, 
we respond with a 
joyful acclamation of 
praise.  

Children’s Church:  

During the singing of 
the hymn, parents 
may choose to escort 
their young child(ren) 
to our children’s 
church, where they 
will hear a Bible story, 
sing songs, learn a 
prayer, and do a craft.   

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

Children’s Message:  

Children are invited to 
assemble at the front 
for a children’s 
message. 

Hymn of the Day:  

The Hymn of the Day 
is assigned to this day 
because of its rich 
content and 
connection to the 
day’s Gospel. 

HYMN OF THE DAY | #484  Brothers, Sisters, Let Us Gladly  

~Please be seated 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ!  
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We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen 

and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God 

from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the 

Father.  Through him all things were made.  For us and for our salvation, he came down from 

heaven, was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the virgin Mary, and became fully human.  For our 

sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate. He suffered death and was buried.  On the third day 

he rose again in accordance with the Scriptures.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the 

right hand of the Father.  He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and his 

kingdom will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the 

Son,  who in unity with the Father and the Son is worshiped and glorified who has spoken 

through the prophets.  We believe in one holy Christian* and apostolic Church.  We 

acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.  We look for the resurrection of the dead 

and the life of the world to come.  Amen.  

NICENE CREED  | Credo 
Confession of Faith:  

Having heard the 
Word of God in 
readings and sermon, 
we respond with 
words of faith: What 
we have heard, we 
believe. 

Christian’s composed 
the Nicene Creed in 
the fourth century to 
defend the Bible’s 
teachings that both 
Jesus Christ and the 
Holy Spirit are true 
God, equal to the 
Father in one eternal, 
undivided Trinity. 
* The original text here 
reads “catholic,” a 
word meaning 
“universal.”  The 
Church consists of all 
believers in heaven 
and earth, of every 
time in history. 

SERMON | Colossians 4:2-6  

~Please stand 

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and the globe on which we live. You 

control all things through your Son who sits at your right hand in glory. 

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence. 

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away our confusion and demolish 

our doubts. Destroy the apathy that often attacks us. Send your Spirit to strengthen our confidence 

in your promises and our desire to live according to your will.  

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

Prayer of the Church:  

We are seated as we 
pray for family and 
friends and people all 
over the world. 

Sermon:  

The Sermon is the 
Word of God, 
proclaiming the living 
voice of the Gospel to 
God’s people.  

~Please be seated 

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may 

open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 
4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make 

the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so 

that you may know how to answer everyone. 



13 

OFFERING 
Offering:  

Moved by God’s love 
in Christ, we offer him 
our first and best 
gifts, purely out of 
thanks to him.  

This is the moment in our worship when members and friends of Our Savior Lutheran respond to God’s 

good news with gifts to support his saving work. If you are a guest with us today, please do not feel 

obligated to participate. 

Take away our love of sinning and restore us each day by your grace.   

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us from skeptics and deceivers 

who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around the world from all forms of hate and 

persecution.   Keep your Word pure among us and guard us against the attacks of Satan. 

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy. 

Fill us with honest realism to recognize that your Son may return at any time. Cure us of 

complacency and keep us alert for his coming. Convince us that the terrors and troubles around us 

predict the final days of our world. 

As we wait for Christ, lead us to the comfort of your Word. 

When we stand before you at the Last Judgment, look away from our sins and hold in your heart the 

perfect sacrifice of your Son, our Savior Jesus. Keep your promise and judge us by his merits so that 

we may gain the paradise he gained for all. 

Keep our faith focused on Jesus as we approach your holy throne. 

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they prepare for life. Help them 

distinguish between what is passing and eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage 

more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the gospel. 

Mold us and move us to be authentic examples for our youth.    

Provide wisdom and insight to the leaders of our nation as they address the terrors and tragedies of 

our world. Lead them to cooperate with others to bring down evil and offer relief. Prosper the work 

of Christian missionaries who proclaim the gospel in warring and peaceful nations. 

Protect our cities and neighborhoods from crime and disasters. 

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical and emotional pain and all who are 

afflicted by disease or facing death. (Especially bless…here name the person and the cause of the 

petition.) Pour out your compassion on the grieving and comfort the mourners who miss someone 

they loved.  

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when we can. 

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence. 

Silent prayer 

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and answer us because of the work of 

your Son Jesus. Give us patient and willing faith to accept your blessings in whatever way you send 

them. In your love and wisdom prepare us for the day when you will take us to be with you forever. 

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.  
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The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

~Please be seated 

BLESSING 

Blessing:  

This blessing has 
been spoken over 
God’s people for over 
3,500 years.  It is 
known as the Aaronic 
blessing because the 
Lord first instructed 
Aaron, the first High 
Priest of the children 
of Israel, to share the 
promise of blessing: 
“So they will put my 
name on [them], and I 
will bless 
them” (Numbers 
6:27). 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of 

service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to 

nurture all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

HYMN | #559  Lord of the Living Harvest 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.  May we so hear them, read, 

learn, and take them to heart, that being strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may 

cling to the blessed hope of everlasting life, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 

PRAYER  
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