
1074 Dunnavant Valley Rd.  |  205-677-8642  |  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com 

THE RESURRECTION OF OUR LORD 

April 4, 2021 



2 

 

New to Our Savior?  We are excited that you have joined us for worship today. Our message is as old 

as God’s Word to mankind: Jesus Christ, crucified and risen to take away our sins. If you need 

assistance during the service, an usher located in the back will be able to assist you.  

Please take a moment to fill out a Connect Card—if you would prefer to fill it out online, 

scan the code with your phone, or go to OurSaviorBirmingham.com/Connect. You can put 

the Connect Card in the offering plate or give it to an usher as you leave.  

Families with kids: We think it is important for families to worship together regularly. We know that 

occasionally, kids are going to have a rough morning. If your little one needs a moment, there is a 

speaker and window in our entryway that will allow you to see and hear the service.  

Children’s Activity Sheets give activities and lessons pertaining to the Scripture lessons for today’s 

service. Ask an usher at the door into the sanctuary.   

An offering will be gathered during our worship service today. If you are a guest, please do 

not feel obligated or compelled to participate. If you would like to give an offering that 

supports the ministry work at Our Savior, there are several ways to make a tax-deductible 

contribution: (1) place your offering into the offering plate as you exit, (2) you can scan this 

QR code to take you to our secure, online giving site where you can give via credit card or ACH 

transfer.   

Hand Sanitizer and Masks are available in the entryway for your convenience.  

Bathrooms are located at the far end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. There is a changing 

station located in Room 3 (Nursery).  

Free WIFI is available if you use an online Bible or Bible app on your phone or tablet. Look for the 

“OSLC-Guest” connection to get online!   

An automated electronic defibrillator (AED) is located in the fellowship hall, in the corner nearest 

the front door. 

Looking for more information?  If you would like to learn more about Our Savior Lutheran Church, 
You can stay up to date and in the know by connecting with Our Savior online.   
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Welcome!   
Thank you for joining us for worship this 

morning.  We are happy that you are here! 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Sermons archives, podcasts, calendar of events, and more! 

@OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos and upcoming events 

OurSaviorBham  |  Event pictures and church pictures 

OurSaviorBham  |  Weekly sermon videos 

Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com  |  Pastor Kratz’s email  
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Personal Worship Notes for Kids 

What is the name of the church season or special day? ___________________________________ 

What is the color of the church today?      ❑  Blue       ❑  White       ❑  Purple       ❑  Red       ❑  Green 

 

The sermon was based on these Bible verses: ____________________________________ 

 

 This is in the      ❑  Old Testament  ❑  New Testament 

 

What was the sermon about? 

 

 

 

 My Favorite Song was:  

 

What did you learn about God today?  

Did we have a sacrament today?  

Baptism?  

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

Communion?  

❑ Yes 

❑ No 

Draw a picture of something you heard or saw today:  

1)  What did God tell you about himself?  

 

2)  What did God tell you about yourself?  

 

3)  What did God tell you to believe?  

 

4)  What did God tell you to do?  

 

 

 

OurSaviorBirmingham.com/Connect
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

CLOSING HYMN:  See, What a Morning 
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Certain Hope for Uncertain Times 

There is no doubt that there are many things that are uncertain in our lives and in our world. There 

seem to be even fewer things we can depend on than usual. In the middle of such uncertainty, we 

have a variety of hopes—things we wish would happen. There is no guarantee, however, that our 

wishes will come true.  

Easter gives us something better. It gives sure and certain hope to the things God has promised. 

Both his promises about this life and the next are dependent on Jesus’ resurrection from the dead. 

This is why the truth of Easter is so important. It assures us that he can and will keep his promises. 

We don’t need to wish. We can know. The resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead gives certain 

hope for uncertain times.  

As you prepare to worship your Lord today, spend a few quiet moments in prayer before the service. 

Review the Scripture readings, the service notes, and pray this prayer: 

O God, you made the dawn of this most holy day shine with the glory of our Lord’s resurrection. 

Grant that we who have been raised from the death of sin by your life-giving Spirit may worship 

you in sincerity and truth; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, now and forever. Amen. 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve hundred 

churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod or WELS.  The WELS is a 

world-wide church body with congregations serving the United States, Canada, 

Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 countries through world missions.  
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While most of the world marks the passage of time form January through December, Christians 

have kept their own calendar of events for centuries. This Christian year is a way of remembering key 

events in the life and ministry of Jesus Christ.  

Among the Sundays of the year, Easter Sunday has the place of prominence.  Easter is a victory 

celebration, a time for all Christians to proclaim boldly their faith in a risen and victorious Savior.   

The death and resurrection of Jesus changes everything.  Believers now do not have to fear death as 

the end of the story.  The hopelessness of this sin-broken world is overtaken by the sure hope of 

eternal life with Christ in body and soul.  God had been talking about Easter from the beginning—

hinting and preparing His people to receive it.  And now it is here for us to celebrate each week.  

Each Sunday is a little celebration of Easter: the Lord’s day on which He rose from the dead. 

Ushers:  Doug Vertein, Tim Smith 

Service Leader:  Pastor Ben Kratz 

Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 

Pastor’s Cell:  (205) 478-6843 

Email:  Pastor@OurSaviorBirmingham.com 
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PLEASE STAND 

Service of the Word 

EASTER PROCLAMATION 

On the first day of the week, very early in the morning, the women took the spices they had prepared 

and went to the tomb. 2 They found the stone rolled away from the tomb, 3 but when they entered, they 

did not find the body of the Lord Jesus. 4 While they were wondering about this, suddenly two men in 

clothes that gleamed like lightning stood beside them. 5 In their fright the women bowed down with 

their faces to the ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among the dead? 6 

He is not here; he has risen!  

Luke 24:1-6 

Leader:  Alleluia!  Christ is risen!   

Congregation:  He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

 

Dear friends in Christ, today we come together to celebrate the resurrection of our Lord. Let us draw 

near to him in worship and in praise, in our thoughts, and in our prayers.  

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  

This is the day the Lord has made!  

Let us rejoice and be glad in it! 

We begin our Easter worship in the name of the Father and of the Son (†) and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen.  

Come, let us worship! 
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~ Artwork by Ian M. Welch and Corissa Nelson. © 2012 Ian M. Welch. © 2017 Corissa Nelson. All Rights Reserved.  (paramentics.com / corissanelsonart.com) 

~ Scripture is taken from the HOLY BIBLE, NEW INTERNATIONAL VERSION ®  NIV® ©1973, 1978, 1984, 2011 by International Bible Society. Used by permission. All rights 
reserved. 

Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-702194 or CCLI#2455190:  

~ Service of Word, © 1993 Northwestern Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. 

~ “Let Us Rejoice,” Psalm 118. Marty Haugen. © 1983 GIA Publications. All rights reserved. Used by permission.  

~ “Gospel Acclamation,” Melchoir Vulpius. © 2014 GIA Publications. .  

~ “Jesus Christ Is Risen Today, Text, Tune, Setting: Public domain.  

~ “Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia”;  Text: Bernard Kyamanywa, tr. Howard S. Olson. © 1977 Howard S. Olson; admin Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Used by 
permission. Tune, Setting: Public domain; Tanzanian.  

~ “I Know that My Redeemer Lives,” Text, Tune, Setting: Public domain.  

~ “See, What a Morning, (Resurrection Hymn),” Words and music by Keith Getty and Stuart Townend. © 2002 Thankyou Music / Admin by worshiptogether.com. Used 
by permission.  
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BLESSING 

This blessing has been spoken over God’s people for over 3,500 years.  It is known as the Aaronic blessing because the Lord first 
instructed Aaron, the first High Priest of the children of Israel, to share the promise of blessing: “So they will put my name on [them], 
and I will bless them” (Numbers 6:27). 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and (†) give you peace. 

Amen. 

The Lord has refreshed us with His Word. Let us head into this new week equipped for lives of service. 

Our mission is to worship God, to spread his Word to our community and to all nations, and to nurture 

all believers to prepare them for lives of Christian service. 

Alleluia! Christ is arisen! 

He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 

Jesus Christ is risen from the dead. 

Death has no more dominion over us. 

The Lord is risen indeed. 

We are illumined by the brightness of His rising. 

Go forth with renewed life.  Live each day in the joy, confidence, and hope of the resurrection.  

Everywhere you go, create the community of God's people in Christ. 

So be it!  So shall we live!  Thanks be to God. 
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PLEASE STAND 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

APOSTLES’ CREED 

We respond to our Shepherd’s voice by confessing what we believe concerning our God and all he’s done for us.   

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the 

virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into 

hell.  The third day he rose again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right 

hand of God the Father almighty.  From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of 

sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

The Lord invites our prayers and asks that Christians pray for many people and circumstances. 

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 
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OPENING HYMN:  #157  Jesus Christ Is Risen Today 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

His love endures forever. 

The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation 

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the righteous: “the Lord’s right hand has done 

mighty things!  

The Lord’s right hand is lifted high; the Lord’s right hand has done mighty things!” 

I will not die but live, and will proclaim what the Lord has done.   

I will give you thanks for you answered me; you have become my salvation. 

The stone the builders rejected has become the capstone;  

The Lord has done this, and it is marvelous in our eyes. 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it!  
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CONFESSION OF SINS 

On this day God the Father raised His only Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, from death. In doing so, he showed 

his acceptance of our Savior's sacrifice for our sins. "For the wages of sin is death, but the free gift of God 

is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord" (Romans 6:23). Let us confess our sins to God our Father and 

receive His forgiveness, that we may be reconciled to Him and to one another. 

 

(Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination.) 

 

Most gracious heavenly Father, 

we come to You burdened by the sins for which Your Son died. We are ashamed of our sinful 

thoughts, words, and deeds; in all humility we ask for Your mercy. You have raised our Lord Jesus 

from death and promised us eternal life because of the faith Your Holy Spirit has worked in our hearts. 

For the sake of Your Son's innocent suffering and death and His glorious resurrection, forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us to eternal life. Amen. 

On this most holy festival day, on which our Lord conquered death and the grave, as a called servant of 

Christ, and by His authority, I joyfully forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the (†) Son 

and of the Holy Spirit.  

[Based on John 20:19-31] 

Amen. 

 

Christ is risen! 

He is risen indeed!  

Our God is a holy God, and we are unholy sinners.  Before we meet our God, our status before him must change – or he would destroy 
us.  We confess our sins, trusting God’s promise to forgive us (See 1 John 1:9).  Our Lord wants to forgive our sins.  He sent Jesus to make 
us “at one” (atonement) with God by dying on the cross for our sins. The pastor makes the sign of the cross to remind us we are forgiv-
en only because Jesus died on the cross.  
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NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CERTAIN HOPE FOR UNCERTAIN TIMES 
 

 

The problem with most of our “hopes” - they are nothing more than…  

 

 

 

Because Jesus is alive, you don’t need to __________ he is with you, can protect 

you, loves you, and forgives you. These are God’s _______________.  

 

 

 

Because Jesus is alive, God promises ___________________ to all of his people.  

 

 



14 

 

SERMON:  1 Corinthians 15:19-26  

The Sermon is the Word of God, proclaiming the living voice of the Gospel to God’s people. The preacher is the appointed 
representative who illuminates the Scripture for the congregation and applies it to our contemporary situation. He is neither lecturer 
nor entertainer, but a link through whom the Holy Spirit brings law and gospel to bear upon the hearts and minds of the worshiper 
and enlivens their faith and life.  

NOTES: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For 

since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as in Adam 

all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those 

who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he 

has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under 

his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 
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SONG OF PRAISE:  #719  Christ Has Arisen, Alleluia  (st. 1,5) 
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PLEASE BE SEATED 

THE WORD 

SALUTATION 

This greeting has deep roots in Christian worship. Because God has forgiven us, we have a special bond with our Lord and with each 
other as Christians.  Pastor and congregation express this bond of fellowship with a blessing for each other – that the Holy Spirit 
would bless you as you hear God’s Word and that he would bless the pastor to preach God’s Word with power. 

The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Following an ancient outline, the prayer of the day asks for one specific blessing.  This prayer changes each Sunday, according to the 
Bible readings for that Sunday.  

Let us pray: 

Almighty God, by the glorious resurrection of your Son Jesus Christ you conquered death and opened 

the gate to eternal life. Grant that we, who have been raised with him through baptism, may walk in 

newness of life and ever rejoice in the hope of sharing his glory; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to whom, 

with you and the Holy Spirit be dominion and praise now and forever.  

Amen. 

We sit at the feet of Jesus, like Mary did, to hear the Word (Luke 10:42).  
Here is time for meditating, strengthening, forgiveness, instruction, and response.  
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HYMN OF THE DAY:  #152  I Know that My Redeemer Lives 

The Hymn of the Day is assigned to this day because of its rich content and connection to the day’s Gospel. 
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GOSPEL:  Mark 16:1-8 

The empty tomb is the end of fear.  

The congregation stands for the reading of the Gospel. (In the past, soldiers put down their weapons and kings removed their crowns 
when the Gospel was read.) Christ—his life, his words of law and Gospel, his suffering and death, his resurrection, his ascension, his 
assignment to the Church, his promise to return—is the center of the Gospel.  The faithful have waited for this moment, this reading. 
They stand in reverence. After hearing the Gospel, we respond with a joyful acclamation of praise.  

16:1 When the Sabbath was over, Mary Magdalene, Mary the mother of James, and Salome bought spices 

so that they might go to anoint Jesus’ body. 2 Very early on the first day of the week, just after sunrise, 

they were on their way to the tomb 3 and they asked each other, “Who will roll the stone away from the 

entrance of the tomb?” 

4 But when they looked up, they saw that the stone, which was very large, had been rolled away. 5 As 

they entered the tomb, they saw a young man dressed in a white robe sitting on the right side, and they 

were alarmed. 

6 “Don’t be alarmed,” he said. “You are looking for Jesus the Nazarene, who was crucified. He has 

risen! He is not here. See the place where they laid him. 7 But go, tell his disciples and Peter, ‘He is going 

ahead of you into Galilee. There you will see him, just as he told you.’ ” 

8 Trembling and bewildered, the women went out and fled from the tomb. They said nothing to 

anyone, because they were afraid. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.  

The Gospel according to St. Mark, chapter 16. 

Glory be to you, O Lord! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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FIRST READING: Job 19:23-27 

The empty tomb is the end of accusations.  

23 “Oh, that my words were recorded, 

that they were written on a scroll, 
24 that they were inscribed with an iron tool on lead, 

or engraved in rock forever! 
25 I know that my redeemer  lives, 

and that in the end he will stand on the earth. 
26 And after my skin has been destroyed, 

yet in my flesh I will see God; 
27 I myself will see him 

with my own eyes—I, and not another. 

How my heart yearns within me! 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

The First Reading is typically taken from the Old Testament and occasionally from the Book of Acts. In it we learn of God’s mighty 
words and deeds with the Old Testament Church, the people of Israel. 
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PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 118 

Psalm 118 is the believer’s joyful song of praise to God for all of his mighty acts, the greatest of which is 

Christ’s resurrection from the dead.  

The Psalm is the most ancient part of our worship service. While most of our liturgy is 1,800 years old, Jews have been singing Psalms 
in worship for 3,000 years. 

The leader will introduce the refrain and sing the verses of the song.  

The congregation is invited to join in singing the refrain as indicated. 

 

Leader:  Refrain.  

Congregation: Refrain.  

 

 

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; his mercy endures forever;  

Let the house of Israel say: “His mercy endures forever.”   

Refrain.  

 

The hand of the Lord has struck with pow’r, his right hand is exalted,  

I shall not die, but live anew, declaring the works of the Lord.   

Refrain.  

 

The stone which the builders rejected has become the cornerstone,  

the Lord of love and mercy has brought wonder to our eyes!   

Refrain.  
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SECOND READING:  1 Corinthians 15:19-26 

The empty tomb is the end of death.  

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:  Psalm 118:24 

The Second Reading of  Scripture is from the New Testament letters of the apostles or the Revelation to St. John. It stresses Christian 
faith and Christian living as a response to the Gospel of Jesus Christ.  

19 If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 

20 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 
21 For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man. 22 For as 

in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he 

comes, those who belong to him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God 

the Father after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he has 

put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

The Word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.  

The Gospel Acclamation, or Verse of the Day, is a Bible verse, often times from the New Testament, that echoes or reinforces the 
theme or tone of the focus of today’s worship service.   

PLEASE STAND 

Refrain. 

This is the day the Lord has made; let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Refrain.  


