
  
 

THE END IS COMING 
 

November 4, 1012  -  Second Sunday in End Times 
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O Lord—our Maker, Redeemer, and Comforter—we are assembled in your presence to hear your holy Word.  We pray 

that you open our hearts by your Holy Spirit, that through the preaching of your Word we may repent of our sins, 

believe in Jesus, and grow day by day in grace and holiness.  Hear us for Jesus’ sake.  Amen. 

Pastor Ben Kratz 
Church Office:  (205) 677-8642 
Cell:  (205) 478-6843 
Email:  pastor@oursaviorbirmingham.com 

Those who serve: 
Worship Leader: Mr. Erik Roberson 
Music / Sound:  Roger Benz 
Ushers: Bob Holbrook, Shannon Sikes 

W 

NOVEMBER 4, 2012 SECOND SUNDAY OF END TIMES 

elcome!  Thank you for joining us for worship this morning.  In our service we gather before our almighty 

God to offer him our worship and praise.  We also gather to strengthen ourselves through the study of 

God’s holy and powerful Word.  If you are a guest, please fill out a Welcome card found in our entryway.  

You can place it in the offering plate or hand it to Pastor or an usher as you leave. 

 Restrooms are located at the end of the hallway as you exit the sanctuary. 
 

 Your children are always welcome at Our Savior, no matter how much noise they might make.  If your 

little one is having a difficult morning, please feel free to take them into the entrance hallway. 
 

TODAY’S THEME:  
 

THE END IS COMING… LAST JUDGMENT 
 

The Lord will return at the end of time to judge all people. Jesus’ return and 

final judgment brings fear to those who do not believe in him, but peace and 

life to those who do believe in him and have patiently waited for his return. 

PRAYER BEFORE WORSHIP 

A Place to Belong 
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SERVICE OF THE WORD 

OPENING HYMN:  #221  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word   (verses 1-3) 

WELCOME FROM MR. ERIK ROBERSON  

PLEASE STAND 

L(eader):  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be  

with you.  

C(ongregation):  And also with you.  

L: We have come into the presence of God, who created us to love and serve him as his dear children.  But we have 

disobeyed him and deserve only his wrath and punishment.  Therefore, let us confess our sins to him and plead for 

his mercy. 

C: Merciful Father in heaven, I am altogether sinful from birth.  In countless ways I have sinned against you and do 

not deserve to be called your child.  But trusting in Jesus, my Savior, I pray:  Have mercy on me according to your 

unfailing love.  Cleanse me from my sin, and take away my guilt. 

L: God, our heavenly Father, has forgiven all your sins.  By the perfect life and innocent death of our Lord Jesus Christ, 

he has removed your guilt forever.  You are his own dear child.  May God give you strength to live according to his 

will.   

C: Amen. 

 

GREETING 

CONFESSION OF SINS 
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L: The Lord be with you. 

C: And also with you. 

 

L: Let us pray: 

Lord God Almighty, so rule and govern our hearts and minds by your Holy Spirit that we may always look forward 

to the end of this present evil age and to the day of your righteous judgment. Keep us steadfast in true and living 

faith and present us at last holy and blameless before you.  We pray this and all things through your Son, Jesus 

Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C: Amen. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

PRAYER AND PRAISE 

L: In the peace of forgiveness, let us praise the Lord! 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

HYMN:  #221  Blessed Jesus, at Your Word   (verse 4) 
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FIRST LESSON:  Malachi 4:1-3 (Pg. 1491) 
The Lord’s return is compared to a burning furnace for those who reject him 

4 “Surely the day is coming; it will burn like a furnace. All the arrogant and every evildoer will be stubble, and 

that day that is coming will set them on fire,” says the LORD Almighty. “Not a root or a branch will be left to them. 2 

But for you who revere my name, the sun of righteousness will rise with healing in its wings. And you will go out 

and leap like calves released from the stall. 3 Then you will trample down the wicked; they will be ashes under the 

soles of your feet on the day when I do these things,” says the LORD Almighty. 

1
 Lord, you have been our dwelling place 

throughout all generations. 
2 Before the mountains were born 

or you brought forth the earth and the world, 

from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

3 You turn men back to dust, 

saying, “Return to dust, O sons of men.” 
4 For a thousand years in your sight 

are like a day that has just gone by, 

or like a watch in the night. 
5 You sweep men away in the sleep of death; 

they are like the new grass of the morning— 
6 though in the morning it springs up new, 

by evening it is dry and withered. 

7 We are consumed by your anger 

and terrified by your indignation. 
8 You have set our iniquities before you, 

our secret sins in the light of your presence. 
9 All our days pass away under your wrath; 

we finish our years with a moan. 
10 The length of our days is seventy years— 

or eighty, if we have the strength; 

yet their span is but trouble and sorrow, 

for they quickly pass, and we fly away. 

THE WORD OF GOD 

PSALM OF THE DAY:  Psalm 90  
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SECOND LESSON:  2 Peter 3:1-10 (Pg. 1896) 
The day of the Lord will come like a thief 

3 Dear friends, this is now my second letter to you. I have written both of them as reminders to stimulate 

you to wholesome thinking. 2 I want you to recall the words spoken in the past by the holy prophets and the 

command given by our Lord and Savior through your apostles. 
3 First of all, you must understand that in the last days scoffers will come, scoffing and following their own evil 

desires. 4 They will say, “Where is this ‘coming’ he promised? Ever since our fathers died, everything goes on as it 

has since the beginning of creation.” 5 But they deliberately forget that long ago by God’s word the heavens existed 

and the earth was formed out of water and by water. 6 By these waters also the world of that time was deluged 

and destroyed. 7 By the same word the present heavens and earth are reserved for fire, being kept for the day of 

judgment and destruction of ungodly men. 
8 But do not forget this one thing, dear friends: With the Lord a day is like a thousand years, and a thousand 

years are like a day. 9 The Lord is not slow in keeping his promise, as some understand slowness. He is patient with 

you, not wanting anyone to perish, but everyone to come to repentance. 
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief. The heavens will disappear with a roar; the elements will be 

destroyed by fire, and the earth and everything in it will be laid bare. 

11 Who knows the power of your anger? 

For your wrath is as great as the fear that is due you. 
12 Teach us to number our days aright, 

that we may gain a heart of wisdom. 

13 Relent, O LORD! How long will it be? 

Have compassion on your servants. 
14 Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love, 

that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days. 
15 Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us, 

for as many years as we have seen trouble. 
16 May your deeds be shown to your servants, 

your splendor to their children. 

17 May the favor of the Lord our God rest upon us; 

establish the work of our hands for us— 

yes, establish the work of our hands. 
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VERSE OF THE DAY:  Matthew 24:42  

L: Alleluia. Watch therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. Alleluia.  

THE GOSPEL:  John 5:19-30 (Pg. 1654) 
The Father has entrusted the final judgment to the Son 

19 Jesus gave them this answer: “I tell you the truth, the Son can do nothing by himself; he can do only what he 

sees his Father doing, because whatever the Father does the Son also does. 20 For the Father loves the Son and 

shows him all he does. Yes, to your amazement he will show him even greater things than these. 21 For just as the 

Father raises the dead and gives them life, even so the Son gives life to whom he is pleased to give it. 22 Moreover, 

the Father judges no one, but has entrusted all judgment to the Son, 23 that all may honor the Son just as they 

honor the Father. He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father, who sent him. 
24 “I tell you the truth, whoever hears my word and believes him who sent me has eternal life and will not be 

condemned; he has crossed over from death to life. 25 I tell you the truth, a time is coming and has now come when 

the dead will hear the voice of the Son of God and those who hear will live. 26 For as the Father has life in himself, 

so he has granted the Son to have life in himself. 27 And he has given him authority to judge because he is the Son 

of Man. 
28 “Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear his voice 29 and 

come out—those who have done good will rise to live, and those who have done evil will rise to be condemned. 30 

By myself I can do nothing; I judge only as I hear, and my judgment is just, for I seek not to please myself but him 

who sent me. 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

PLEASE STAND 

After the Gospel, the congregation responds:  

C: Praise be to you, O Christ! 
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Children are invited to assemble at the front for a children’s message 

THE APOSTLES’ CREED 

C: I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  He descended into hell.  The third day he rose 

again from the dead.  He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  From 

there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 

resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

The members of Our Savior Lutheran Congregation have joined together to the Lord’s word in this community and around the 

world.  If you are a guest today, you need not feel obligated to participate in this offering which supports our ministry.  

SERMON:   

HYMN OF THE DAY:  #382  My Hope is Built on Nothing Less 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

CHILDREN’S CHURCH 

During the singing of the next hymn, parents may choose to escort their young child(ren) to our children’s church, where they  

will hear a Bible story, sing some songs, learn a prayer, and do a craft.   

THE OFFERING 

THANKSGIVING 

PLEASE STAND 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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PLEASE STAND 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 

C: Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,  

thy kingdom come, thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.   

Give us this day our daily bread;   

And forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  

and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.   

For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever.  Amen. 

PLEASE STAND 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

HYMN:  #208  Great God, What Do I See and Hear 

L: Almighty God, we thank you for teaching us the things you want us to believe and do.  Help us by your Holy Spirit 

to keep your Word in pure hearts that we may be strengthened in faith, guided in holiness, and comforted in life 

and in death, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 

forever. 

C: Amen.  
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About Our Savior… 

Our Savior Lutheran Church is a growing church that serves the southern neighborhoods of Birmingham.  We are a 

Christian church that is looking forward to serving people with God’s Word. 

Our Savior’s message is a wonderful message for you.  Our theme is “A Place to Belong.”  That means that because of 

our Savior’s love for you, you belong to him.  You belong to his family.  His love will always outweigh the wrongs you 

have done and the sadness you have had!  Our loving God always loves us more.   

If you are new to the area or looking for a church home, accept our invitation to meet our pastor and find out more 

about us.  Besides weekly worship, we also offer Bible class to individuals and groups of all ages, Christian counseling, 

and literature.  Please come and worship with us again!  Think of this as your community church, and know that you 

are welcome to join us here anytime.   

We hope you find Our Savior “A Place to Belong!” 

 

 

 

Benjamin Kratz, Pastor 

(205) 478-6843  [cell] 

(205) 618-9065  [home] 

THE LORD’S BLESSING 

L: Brothers and sisters, go in peace.  Live in harmony with one another.  Serve the Lord with gladness. 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look on you with favor and give you peace. 

C: Amen. 

CLOSING HYMN:  #750  Christ the Word of God Incarnate  (see insert) 

PLEASE BE SEATED 

       

Good Shepherd, I was glad to be here, gathered with your flock to worship you.  Cause the Word I have heard to take 

root in my heart and bear fruit in my life.  Guide me in paths of righteousness, that my words and actions might lead 

others to glorify you.  Amen. 

PRAYER AFTER WORSHIP 
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Announcements 
 Welcome to guests and visitors!  We are glad that you are here, and hope that you will join us again soon! 

 Spiritual Growth Opportunities:   

Sunday Bible Class:  Sunday mornings at  9:00 am.  Our Sunday Bible class is working through a study on the 

relationship between Church and State. 

Sunday School:  Sunday mornings at 9:00 am.  Our Sunday school, which uses the award-winning Christ-Light 

curriculum, offers Bible lessons for children from nursery age through grade 12. 

Wednesday Bible Class:  Wednesday evenings at 7:00 pm.  We are studying the  book of Ephesians.  

Bible Class for Beginners:  Thursday evenings at 7:00 pm.  Don’t feel like you know enough about the Bible to 

attend a regular Bible class? Join us for this class designed especially for you! We will be taking a look at some 

of the important chapters of the Bible to learn not only the truths of God’s Word, but how it all fits together!  

 FaithBuilders Class:  People often say the Bible is hard to understand. However, if we understand the four key 

concepts of the Bible, things become much clearer since we realize every page of the Bible deals with one of the 

key concepts. Those key concepts are sin, grace, faith, and works. FaithBuilders covers these and other topics to 

help you gain an understanding of the central message of God's Word: Jesus Christ has saved us from sin and given 

us new life.  FaithBuilders is for people interested in becoming members of Our Savior, or for people just looking to 

build their faith through the study of the basic teachings of the Bible.   Classes are held every Tuesday evening at 

7:00 pm. 

 Looking to serve?  Were you greeted by a warm smile as you entered the service today?  Would you like to bless 

someone with your smile on an upcoming Sunday, or put yourself to work in other ways make our guests feel 

welcome?  Then why not serve as an usher or greeter next week?  For most of these, just show up about 10:00 am 

and be ready to smile, shake someone’s hand or help serve some coffee and snacks.  Contact Pastor Kratz at 

pastor@oursaviorbirmingham.com or 677-8642 for more information about serving opportunities. 

 Keep in Your Prayers This Week.  God promises us that the prayer of a righteous man is powerful and effective.  

He also tells us to pray for one another.  Hearing God’s powerful promises, confidently bring these requests to the 

throne of our heavenly Father:    (If you have a prayer request, please contact Pastor Kratz.) 

The families who care for their loved ones, as they quietly bear heavy burdens of love and concern. 

Those who have long been absent from hearing the Word.  May God bless our efforts to call these fellow 

members of our family of faith– I rejoiced with those who said to me ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord’. 

 Acknowledgements:  

“Melodic Gloria”  Words and Music: James J. Chepponis, © GIA Publications, Inc. All rights reserved.  Reprinted under OneLicense.net 
#A-702194.  
Artwork by Ian M. Welch. Copyright 2012 Ian M. Welch. All Rights Reserved.  
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Our Savior Lutheran Church is a member of a group of more than twelve 
hundred churches called Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Church or WELS.  
The WELS is a world-wide church with congregations serving all fifty of the 
United States, as well as Canada, Mexico, the Caribbean, and over 25 
countries through world mission work.  

1074 Dunnavant Valley Road  -  Birmingham, AL   35242 
(205) 677-8642  -    www.oursaviorbirmingham.com 

pastor@oursaviorbirmingham.com 

This Week at Our Savior 
Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

  
 
 
 
 
FaithBuilders 
7:00 pm 

    Sunday School/ 
Bible Class 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 
10:15 am 

 

Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday Sunday 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

  
 
 
 
 
FaithBuilders 
7:00 pm 

  
 
 
 
Bible Class for 
Beginners 
7:00 pm 

  Sunday School/ 
Bible Class 
9:00 am 
 
Worship 
10:15 am 

 

 Upcoming Schedules 

Flowers: 11/11:  Don and Shiela Jones (Jeremiah’s Birthday) 

  11/18:  OPEN 

  11/25:  OPEN 

Cleaning: November: Family A (Benz/Copeland/DeMasi/Jones/Roberson) 

Nursery / Children’s Church: 11/11:  Barbara Burkart 

    11/18:  Christiana Benz 

    11/25:  Emily Kratz 

Lawn Mowing:   11/5-11/11:  Jung 

  11/12-11/18:  Kratz 

  11/19-11/25:  Sikes 


